WORLD COUNTDOWN—CHRIST IS COMING
T

HERE is a frighteningly prophetic element in the launch of a rocket for space exploration, because the same stages of preparation to the final countdown, would be gone through for rockets carrying nuclear warheads which could cause vast destruction on the earth.
This'inevitable process of countdown to the moment of crisis, has parallels in social, economic, military and historical events. Let us give an example: the Russian revolution took place in 1917. In the same year, Palestine was freed from the rule of the Ottoman (Turkish) Empire. At the time few people regarded these two episodes as having any significant rela​tionship to each other, but as we shall see they were the begin​ning of a countdown to a crisis of catastrophic proportions for the world.
Countdown to Moral Collapse?
The moral condition of a nation can be a fundamental fac​tor in a trend towards crisis, and an examination of the moral strength or weakness of our society today is an essential in​troduction to our subject.
Everyone agrees that morality has to do with what is right or wrong, good or bad for the individual or society. But the problem lies not in the definition of morality, but in who decides what is right or wrong. The issue is further com​plicated by the fact that what is good in one country may be bad in another!
In some countries conviction for adultery brings death upon both parties. In Britain, society is much more tolerant, but nevertheless adultery usually leads to divorce. Once, a separation was frowned upon but today it is commonplace and at least one marriage in four ends in dissolution.
Today young men and women will claim: "We will do what we like with our own bodies." The consequence is that there is widespread immorality from schooldays onwards, with the result that tens of thousands of illegitimate children are born every year, and venereal disease is common but, "Who cares? it can easily be cured by antibiotics".
Customs that were, and are, abhorrent to God have become socially acceptable, and in many countries including Britain, sexual intercourse between consenting adult men, and between women has become widespread and lawful. Such homosexuals even have their own magazine, published quite openly.
This deliberate sin brought about the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah and, as Paul showed, made God turn His back upon such people who were consigned to eternal death (Romans 1:24-28). He is still the same today. Not that He turns away the repentant homosexual, for anyone born with that tendency is not despised by Him: it is the practice and en​couragement of such a perversion that He abhors.
Pornography, with its inflammatory literature, is lawfully published on a massive scale and this, together with the "sex-shops" now common to all European cities and towns, poisons the minds of the young and old and weakens the will and strength to preserve a decent moral standard of living.
In addition to these vices, there is the widespread accep​tance of abortion as a way of avoiding the rearing of children, a responsibility which women in ancient times evaded by ex​posing their babies to death on the hillsides.
The increasing use of "hard" drugs by the young tragically shortens their lives and completes for us a horrifying picture of moral decline which is bound to lead to disaster. This was one of the main causes for the collapse of the Roman Empire —so what chance has western civilisation of avoiding a com​plete breakdown?
There is only one law that is universal and could save any civilisation: the law of love, and briefly expressed it is, "To
love God, and to love one's neighbour as one loves oneself" (Matthew 22:37-40). Sadly, even the Jewish nation failed to live by this law for any length of time. Gentile nations have rarely succeeded in obeying it.
The Apostle Paul made clear the consequences of moral irresponsibility when he wrote: "Do not be deceived; neither the immoral, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor sexual perverts, nor thieves, nor the greedy, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor robbers will inherit the kingdom of God" (1 Corinthians 6:9-10). The root of all sin is selfishness, by which the only constraint on behaviour is the risk of severe punishment. Selfishness destroys good principles and leads to moral breakdown and ultimate unhappiness.
Countdown to Economic Ruin
The causes of the First and Second World Wars are rarely discussed in terms of economics, yet this was the fundamental reason for each of the conflicts.
Before both wars Germany had felt the need for expansion in land, and particularly in trade, and she envied the colonial "possessions" of Britain to such an extent that she deter​mined to supplant her by first conquering most of Europe. After the second world war Russia accomplished what Ger​many had failed to achieve: the domination, politically and economically, of a large part of eastern Europe whose nations now lie behind what is known as the "Iron Curtain".
The world has never really recovered from the economic confusion caused by the second great war, and the monetary systems of the world are still in disorder. Fluctuating inflation is a world-wide phenomenon and it affects even a powerful nation like America. In some countries it is as high as 150 per cent. Such economic disorder inevitably leads to unemploy​ment, and in Europe the number of people out of work has risen to twenty-four million—a figure which increases week by week.
This total of the unemployed in Europe is matched by the
number of men, women and children who annually die of starvation in the "have-not" nations throughout the world. This poverty-stricken situation of two-thirds of the world population creates a tension which affects the wealthy as well as the poor countries.
One of the strangest economic predicaments is provided by Russia, so much of whose production and wealth is directed to military equipment that she cannot meet her own peoples' demands. They have money in their pockets but they cannot buy what they want in food or clothing. And they cannot be imported because the country has not the foreign currency to pay for them.
In the same way that the western nations react to the chang​ing economic situation in America, so the East European countries are affected by the "guns before butter" economic policy of the Soviets and this is beginning seriously to affect some of them.
The two systems of Capitalism and Communism are under siege economically, and the battle between America and Russia for economic mastery of the world is nearing breaking point. And as the Soviet Union is the more severely pressed she is more likely to ignite the spark that will set the whole world aflame. Thus will economic ruin overtake our so clever civilisation!
Countdown to Nuclear War
The problems of our age include more than the economic injustices in our society. There is also the nuclear dilemma that the nations face, for whilst they would wish to expand the provision of nuclear power for civil purposes they are spending vast sums on the manufacture of nuclear military weapons.
Notice how the invention of weapons for destruction has progressed after each world war. The First World War began with airmen dropping bombs by hand from their open cockpits, whilst it ended with powerful field batteries and
tanks so ploughing up deep soil with heavy calibre shells that dykes and rain made the fields of Flanders a sea of mud that engulfed hundreds of thousands of men.
World War II began with heavy air bombardment of cities and towns, supported by- heavy tank gunfire. It ended with explosive rockets being fired on London and killing many thousands of people; and with one atom bomb being dropped on each of two Japanese cities. 140,000 people died in one city and 70,000 in the other. Children, who are now adults, are still being treated for exposure to nuclear contamination. Such is the "progress" of modern invention!
Instead of the nations being so horrified by the carnage of the Second World War as to abandon the production of such dreadful weapons of destruction, several were so impressed by the German invention of the rocket that they set to work to develop missiles that would carry nuclear warheads 2,000 to 3,000 miles on their mission of destruction.
America and Russia "persuaded" German rocket scientists to initiate research into the creation of more sophisticated weapons and they now stock sufficient weapons, 2,000 times more powerful than the atom bomb, to destroy all the largest cities of the world. America has also discovered the means to make neutron bombs or warheads which will destroy human beings but leave buildings unharmed. Such is the "new morality" which values property more than human lives!
World-wide protests against the possible deployment of such destructive guided missiles has provoked an urgent cry for agreement between America and Russia to limit or ban their use. But the less developed nations outside the major security alignments could not be trusted to observe such an agreement; once the means of manufacturing them were acquired, countries like Taiwan, South Korea and Libya could then unleash such weapons.
Further, in the event of agreement being reached by America and Russia on the limitation of the manufacture and
use of the big rockets, the production of "field" rockets which can carry nuclear warheads would still go ahead. And although the affected area of their destruction is small, their effects on human beings .is as horrifying as that of the atom bomb.
With the earth filled with so much violence and conflicts the countdown to nuclear war has begun: the only question to be decided by the nations is which kind of nuclear weapon will be used: the big or the small one!
Countdown to Russian-Israeli Confrontation
We have already referred to the Russian revolution and the freeing of Palestine in 1917 and it is sobering to see how the powerful Soviet Republic has become increasingly hostile to the small nation of Israel. The following details show how carefully Russia has prepared for the moment of confronta​tion:
79/7: In Russia half of the small group under Lenin that ruled the revolution were Jews.. In Palestine the nation that was given control of the "national home" for the Jews was a Gen​tile one, Britain.
1924: After Lenin's death, Stalin became head of the Republic and began the persecution of Jews and Christians. Thousands of Jews fled to Palestine.
1948: Britain withdrew her control of Palestine and Ben Gurion announced the formation of the State of Israel. Most nations except the Arab countries recognised Israel. Russia signed a trade agreement with Afghanistan. 1956: Russia, who had more than 2,000 military advisers in Egypt, had supplied her with submarines and military equip​ment for use against the common enemy, Israel. Nasser seized the Suez Canal which was controlled by Britain and France who, with Israel, attacked the Egyptian forces. The United Nations and America intervened and stopped the war. Six months later Russia signed an agreement with Afghanistan for technical as well as economic aid.
1967: Russia had already raised her arms expenditure by and had increased her supplies of military equipment and planes, with pilots, to Egypt. Thus the Arab-Israeli six-day war began with heavy forces amassed against the Jewish na​tion: one million men against 300,000; 3,300 tanks against 1,700; 950 planes against 500. Yet Israel not only routed these forces but took the half of Jerusalem which had been in Arab hands since 1948; occupied the Sinai peninsula, the Jordan West Bank, and the Golan Heights. Six months later Kosygin (Russia) went on a special visit to Afghanistan to strengthen the ties between the two nations.
1973: On Israel's most holy anniversary, the Day of Atone​ment, Egypt and several Arab nations mounted a surprise attack on her. The Russians airlifted arms to Egypt and Syria to strengthen the attack. Israel defeated these forces, but with heavy loss of life due to the unexpectedness of the onslaught. A newly elected Afghanistan Government pledged an even stronger relationship with Russia.
1979: In December, and as the logical step in her developing military strategy, Russia occupied Afghanistan. This places her close to the Middle East oilfields, and in the centre.of the great land masses of Europe, Asia and Africa, and the Atlan​tic, Mediterranean, Indian and Pacific Oceans. The nation that dominates the Middle East crossroads could control the economic destiny of the world. And the only country in the area with the will and the power to stand in her way is Israel!
The statesmen of the oil producing countries expect 1985 to be a crisis year for Russia because they believe she will not be producing sufficient oil for her rapidly increasing military forces on land and sea, and she will not have the foreign cur​rency to buy it. So she will take it! Unless the Soviet Republic has a miraculous change of heart, as well as of military strategy, the Russian-Israeli confrontation draws nearer and nearer.
Countdown to Doomsday
It would be difficult to visualise the course of this final countdown to military confrontation if it were not for Bible prophecy which gives us a startlingly vivid picture of what is likely to happen as the result of Russia's hostile attitude to Israel.
First we are told that the final clash will take place in the city that is the heart of Israel: "I (the Lord) will gather all nations against Jerusalem to battle, and the city shall be taken and the houses plundered and the women ravished; half of the city shall go into exile (become prisoners), but the rest of the people shall not be cut off from the city" (Zechariah 14:2).
The obvious implication of this prophecy is that Russia will have invaded the city so unexpectedly and swiftly, as happen​ed in Afghanistan, that whilst the western powers respond, they will be too late to save it from the destruction and lust of the battle. A strange part of the prophecy is that which says that only half the city will be affected. Yet it accurately foretells the present situation, for the half of the city which Israel captured in 1967 has a mainly Arab population which, in spite of its prosperity under the Jewish administration, would undoubtedly be on the side of the Russian (and Arab) invaders.
Russia and her allies are identified in the prophecy through Ezekiel, chapter 38. Gog is the chief prince who leads a con​federation of his own peoples (the Soviets). They are named as Meshech, Tubal, Corner and Togarmah, who were all descendants of Noah through his son Japheth. Their descen​dants migrated north, south-east and west, including what we know today as southern Russia. The allies who will support him are given as: "Persia (Iran), Cush (Southern Ethiopia), Put (Libya) are with them (the Soviets) . . . Gomer and all his hordes; Beth-togarmah from the uttermost parts of the north (of Palestine)" (38:1-6).
Clearly identified, too, is the land, for the invader says: "I will go up against the land of unwalled villages; I will fall
upon the quiet people who dwell securely, all of them dwell​ing without walls, and having no bars or gates" (38:11). Throughout Israel the "unwalled villages" are known as Kib​butzim: agricultural settlements or communes which are also armed to meet a possible invasion. Whilst Israel does not at present dwell securely or safely, for it is surrounded by too many enemies, we should note that the Hebrew word also means boldly or confidently as any Bible Concordance will show; and this better describes the continuing mood of Israel.
The most astonishing part of this prophecy is that which details the effects of the battle on the combatants: "This shall be the plague with which the Lord will smite all the peoples that wage war against Jerusalem: their flesh shall rot while they are still on their feet, their eyes shall rot in their sockets, and their tongues shall rot in their mouth" (Zechariah 14:12). This is a dreadful but exact picture of what happened to many people when the atomic bombs were dropped on the two Japanese cities. Thus, there is not much doubt that nuclear field rockets will be used, and they are destructive to life and property over a wide area.
There is a hint of the nuclear contamination left by the use of such weapons in a prophecy of Ezekiel which suggests that a special force will be appointed to cleanse the land, a task which is to take seven months: "When any one sees a man's bone then he shall set up a sign by it, till the buriers have buried it in the valley of Hamon-gog" (39:11-16).
In this appalling way will the nations who desecrate God's holy land bring judgement and destruction upon themselves, thus marking the doomsday of human government which will give way to Christ's Kingdom on earth.
Countdown to Christ's Coming
Doomsday for the nations will be the Day of Christ, for the Lord Jesus is to return to the place from which he ascended to heaven, that is, from the Mount of Olives (Zechariah 14:4; Acts 1:9-12).
Why anyone should think it incredible that Jesus should come back to earth is difficult to understand, for if one accepts that he once lived and taught in Palestine, why should he not return to continue his mission of salvation on a world​wide scale? He himself referred to his return many times and warned his followers always to be ready and alert for his com​ing: ' 'Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect" (Matthew 24:44).
Because he knew that his immediate followers would look for his return soon, and certainly during their lifetime, he told them a parable in which he likened his going away and return to someone taking a long journey: "Because they supposed that the kingdom of God was to appear immediately, he said therefore, A nobleman went into a "far country to receive a kingdom and to return" (Luke 19:11-12).
On another occasion he told them of the event that would indicate that his coming was near. He said that the Jewish nation would be destroyed by the sword (as it was in A.D. 70); that the people would be dispersed among all nations (as they have been); that Jerusalem would continue under Gentile rule (as it was from that time until our present century); and that when it ceased to be dominated by Gentiles that would be the sign of the nearness of his coming (in 1967 all Jerusalem came under the control of Israel). Thus the countdown to his return began then! (See Luke 21:20-24.)
What is very significant about his prophecy is the detail that he gives of the moral and political state of the world near to the time of his return: "There will be signs in the sun and moon and stars, and upon the earth distress of nations in perplexity at the roaring of the sea and waves, men fainting with fear and foreboding of what is coming on the world; for the powers of the heavens will be shaken" (Luke 21:25-26).
Here Jesus was using the sun, moon and stars to indicate great nations and lesser countries as their allies. These kinds of figures were used by the prophet Isaiah to show, for exam​ple, that Babylon, the greatest nation of the period, was to be
toppled from its "heaven" of power (Isaiah 13:1,10,13,19). If we substitute America and Russia for Babylon, each of them' with their less powerful allies, then we have the modern counterpart that Jesus foresaw. The signs in these heavenly or ruling powers that he spoke of are the serious disturbances that will arise among them. And the distress of nations " in perplexity" (which in the Greek literally means, at a loss for a way out) is caused by "the roaring of the sea and the waves"—a vivid figure of world-wide anarchy, violence, disorder and war (see Isaiah 17:12-14).
This prophecy closes with an accurate portrayal of the anxieties of our age which lead to fear and foreboding as "the powers of the heavens" (the leading governments) are shaken by their inability to preserve world peace. It is when these conditions reach the crisis that ends in catastrophe that the world will "see the Son of man coming in a cloud with power and great glory" (Luke 21:27).
Nothing could be clearer than this brief, prophetic picture of our age, and no one who reads it ought to be in doubt about its certainty. The Apostle Paul warned believers always to be ready for Christ's return: "For you yourselves know well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night" (1 Thessalonians 5:2,23). But what is the purpose of his coming, and what will be the outcome of it?
Countdown to Judgement
When Jesus comes back he will commence with three stages of judgement: first on the individuals throughout the ages who have known the Gospel and its call; then on the nation of Israel, and finally on all the nations. Of course, much hap​pens between each stage. At the outset of his ministry Jesus declared that his Father had delegated to him the judgement of all men and women: "The Father judges no one, but has given all judgement to the Son, that all may honour the Son, even as they honour the Father" (John 5:22-23).
Paul underlined this responsibility of Jesus in an address to
the pagan Athenians, which is as challenging today as it was then: "God now commands all men everywhere to repent, because he has fixed a day on which he will judge the world in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and of this he has given assurance to all men by raising him from the dead" (Acts 17:30-31).
Peter wrote that judgement had to begin with the household of God, and Paul stressed that the saints (faithful believers) are to judge the world (1 Peter 4:17; 1 Corinthians 6:2). Thus Jesus having come secretly (as a thief) will judge the individuals responsible to him, of whom the faithful will be made immortal, and are taken away to join him in his further work of judgement and rulership (Matthew 25:10; 1 Thessalonians 4:16-18). This is the first stage of judgement.
The second stage of judgement (on national Israel) will not be a secret one but, as the Revelation tells us: "Every eye will see him" (1:7). We have already indicated that Jesus is to return openly to the Mount of Olives when there will be an earthquake of such appalling proportions that a seaway will be created from the Mediterranean to the Dead Sea, thus making it possible to provide a port for Jerusalem (Zechariah 14:4-8).
God very long ago made clear what He does about the obe​dience or disobedience of His people Israel. When they "walked in His way" He protected them from their foes, but when they turned from Him, He gave them up to retribution by the nations: "I hid my face from them and gave them into the hands of their adversaries, and they all fell by the sword" (Ezekiel 39:23).
Israel's true "Jewishness" has always been based on the worship of one God; on their exclusiveness from Gentiles in marriage; on their obedience to the dietary laws of Moses; on their keeping the Passover and other feasts; and on their pro​phetical hopes of a coming Messiah.
Today many Jews throughout the world, and in Palestine, are atheists; one Jew in every four marries a Gentile; the
Reform Movement in Jewry is prepared to ignore the dietary laws to eat and drink with Gentiles; only 8-10 per cent of the Jews attend synagogue services or other feasts; and they have lost all sense of their prophetical destiny.
So, like all other nations, Israel, unless there is a miraculous change, is moving towards historical retribution, as God foretold, for when He referred to the glorious time that the returning Messiah will bring, He said through His prophet: "He that is left in Zion (among the survivors) and remains in Jerusalem will be called holy . . . when the Lord shall have washed away the filth of the daughters of Zion and cleansed the blood of Jerusalem from its midst by a spirit of judgement and by a spirit of burning" (Isaiah 4:2-6).
This kind of historical retribution, part of the judgement on the world at large, awaits all, Gentile or Jew, who fail to turn to God in hope of eternal life. This is a sober reminder of the countdown to judgement for each of us.
The third stage of judgement concerns the Gentile nations, and this will follow the cleansing of the battle-torn land of Israel; the start of the rebuilding of Jerusalem; the recall of the Jews throughout the world; and the formation of the twelve tribes under the administration of the twelve apostles.
This last judgement is the first to be given by Jesus from his Kingdom throne in Jerusalem. From it he will exercise a power and authority that will be recognised and obeyed throughout the world. Those Gentile nations, singly or in confederacy, who refuse to submit will be rebuked and punished by Christ and his saints as is clearly foretold in Psalm 2:8-12; Isaiah 11:3-4 and Zechariah 14:16-19. Christ's rule will extend worldwide, to bring divine law and order to every place and people.
The Kingdom of God
When the Lord Jesus sits on his throne it will be in a dual capacity: as King of Israel, and as King of Kings over all the Gentile nations. That is why it is revealed that "on his head
are many diadems or crowns" (Luke 1:30-33; Revelation 19:13-16).
His task will be fully to restore Israel to the love of God "their Husband"; and to teach the Gentile nations to under​stand and know the One God, their Creator (Hosea 2:16; Isaiah 45:5-6). The nations, too, will experience the love, grace, compassion and mercy of God through the host of immortalised believers scattered throughout the world. The only people who will need to fear, are those who disobey the two basic laws of God's creation: "To love Him, and to love one's neighbour (fellow man) as oneself" (Matthew 22:37-40). But it will take time for people to lose their natural selfishness.
It is when we consider the chaotic state of the world today, with its multitude of races, languages, religions, political systems, and inequalities and injustices that we see how desperate is the need for such "a new heavens and a new earth". To reorganise such a disordered world structure will be a task of such staggering proportions that it will be possi​ble only because the ruler will be the Lord Jesus, who will exercise his immortal powers through his faithful followers. Even so it will take time, because mortals are limited by their natural frailty and brevity of life.
Probably one Qf the first tasks will be the instruction of the people of all nations to speak one language, thus breaking down the barrier that leads to misunderstandings between countries: "At that time I will change the speech of the peoples to a pure speech, that all may call on the name of the Lord and serve him with one accord" (Zephaniah 3:9).
The Old Testament prophets reveal an extraordinarily clear picture of the blessings of the future Kingdom, some of which will include climatic conditions and agricultural methods which will transform the life of the "have not" nations. Pre​sent day Israel has shown what can be done in desert areas. Here are some prophecies of the age to come:
1. The desert will blossom as the rose (Isaiah 35:1-6).
2. Instead of thorns and briers, the cypress and myrtle (Isaiah 55:13).
3. Vineyards and grain will grow on mountain tops (Jeremiah 31:5; Psalm 72:16).
4. People to live longer; one dying at 100 will be but a child (Isaiah 65:20).
5. Contentment as people sit "under their vine and fig trees" (Micah 4:4).
6. People will build their own houses (Isaiah 65:21-22).
7. Wild animals will learn to live at peace with man (Isaiah 65:25).
No children or adults will ever again die of starvation; none will die young before life has really begun; no longer will there be shanty towns where life is lived in squalor and want;, and never again will there be widespread persecution and tor​ture. One of the greatest blessings of the Kingdom will be the security that the peoples of the nations will enjoy as the result of the banishment of weapons, and the pursuit of war, when the Prince of Peace will so guide the affairs of the nations that "Peace (shalom) will extend like a river", for Jew and Gentile (Isaiah 2:4; 9:6-7; 66:12).
The greatest blessing of all, for the peoples of the nations, will be the teaching that the Prince of Peace is the one who died for all men so that their sins might be forgiven and their hope of eternal life be made certain. Jesus himself made this quite clear: "God so loved the world that he gave his only begotten Son that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life" (John 3:16).
Being mortal, the peoples in the Kingdom will still need "the truth as it is in Jesus". Thus the principle purpose of the Kingdom will be to save from eternal death vaster numbers of people than ever before in history.
But in the end there are still greater things in store, for God's purpose ultimately is to fill the earth with His glory. The millennial kingdom-age will give way at last to an eternity
when Jesus the King "delivers the kingdom to God the Father after destroying every rule and every authority and power . . . The last enemy to be destroyed is death" (1 Corin​thians 15:24-26).
Countdown to Salvation
If the Everlasting Gospel will be vital for mortal people during the Kingdom age how much more is it essential for us? For the fact is that the birth of a child is the beginning of a countdown to the final crisis of death. Thus life is a choice between eternal life or unending death. But how many people see it like this, or care about it? In the divine scale the longest life is a short one, and accident or disease can carry off the young child or the adult, so that death may come when we least expect it. Most people very carefully prepare for a career, but they give little thought to making provision for a future life!
God gives a great deal more thought to the problem of life and death, for as Paul wrote: "He desires all men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth" (1 Timothy 2:4). Not only this, but Hq wishes us to become a part of His special family: "As a father pities his children, so the Lord pities those who fear (reverence) him. For he knows our frame; he remembers that we are dust" (Psalm 103:13).
If we turn to God it has to be with a humble recognition that we are sinners and need forgiveness and salvation. Such a proper response brings immeasurable blessings as Peter wrote to believers: "Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that in due time he may exalt you. Cast all your anxieties on him, for he cares about you" (1 Peter 5:6-7).
Because there is no certainty about life and since, if we take no action, we may be overtaken by the last crisis in human history and die a useless death, the ever present moment is the time for our response to God's offer of .salvation: "Now is the acceptable time; now is the day of salvation", wrote the Apostle Paul. How true this has been for every one in every
age. But how few of the human race have seized the oppor​tunity (2 Corinthians 6:2)!
It really turns on what we wish, or determine to do. To put ourselves in the hands of God who wishes to bless us; or to alienate Him by turning from, or ignoring;Him, to our eternal loss. Jesus made clear the road to salvation when he said: "I am the way, the truth and the life."
God calls men and women for two blessings: for their eter​nal salvation; and to help His Son to rule the world-kingdom in peace and provide for the mortal people's salvation. Anyone who responds to this call will gradually develop a spiritual character suited to the exalted task of the future. This is what Jesus meant by the Way.
This Way is one of divine thinking (Jeremiah 9:24); one of worship (John 4:23); one of love (John 13:34-35); one of self-denial (Matthew 16:24-26); one of faith (Hebrews 11:1-3); one of prayer (Mark 11:24-26); and one of fellowship with God, the Lord Jesus, and other believers (1 John 1:3-4,7).
For the benefit of believers, whom he describes as saints, the Apostle Paul gave an excellent summary of "The Truth":
"There is one body (the church, which is the "body" of Christ); and one spirit (the divine power which, by God's word and by his blessing gradually turns believers into spiritual men and women); just as you were called to one hope that belongs to your call (the hope of immortality and the coming Kingdom of God);'one Lord (the Lord Jesus Christ); one faith (belief and trust in God's precious promises made known of old); one baptism (by immersion into the death of Jesus for the forgiveness of sins and to bind us as heirs to the promises); one God and Father of us all, who is above all and through all and in all" (Ephesians 1:15-23; 4:4-6).
To walk faithfully in the Way of Christ, and to love the Truth as it is in Jesus will lift the mind above this materialistic and violent world and bring the believer to its crisis, or its final stage, death, in the hope of a Life which never ends, for "The Lord Jesus Christ will change our lowly body to be like his glorious body" on his return to the earth (Philippians 3:20-21).
The writer prays that many of his readers will be blessed with this Gospel hope that brings peace to all the hearts and minds of those who "put on Christ".
