LOOKING
for
A
JESUS CHRIST
ND there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night."
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The Bible may not be so widely read these days as once it was, but the account of those events in Bethlehem long ago is familiar to millions. Jesus is introduced in Luke's gospel as the Son of God, born miraculously to Mary, announced by angels yet greeted first of all by shepherds.
"Let us go to Bethlehem"
We start off with this incident, not just because of its familiarity, but because we have in the shepherds the perfect example of people 1sty5"|3 *"•=-C!-i*3st, Here were tough, weather-beaten men, men whose sole concern was for the safety of their sheep—their very livelihood—apparently abandoning their flocks in the rush to pay their respects to a baby who had just been born in nearby Bethlehem.
What was a newborn baby compared with the safety of their own lambs? Could their mission to Bethlehem not have waited until the following morning? Why could not one of them have been sent off to look into the matter, and bring back word to the others? But no, the shepherds had a need—an urgent, pressing and personal need: "The shepherds said to one another, 'Let us now go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has come to pass'... And they came with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger" (Luke chapter 2, verses 15,16).
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Why did the shepherds set off for Bethlehem? Because the angels had announced that "there is born to you this day in the city of David a Srts/nj/r, who is Christ the Lord" (verse 11). Being Jews, they were above all else looking for the Christ (or Messiah as his title is in Hebrew). In him the ancient promises would be fulfilled. For the shepherds, the coming of Messiah was not some vague speculation but a total certainty. They might not have possessed a single book between them, yet they knew from their attendance at the synagogue, and from listening to their rabbis, that Messiah would come to fulfil the promises that God had made to their ancestors—revered men like Abraham, Moses, David and others.
The Angel's Message
An angel had already told Mary, the mother of Jesus: "Hewillbe great, and will be called the Son of the Highest; and the Lord God will give him the throne of his father David" (1:32). Later in the same chapter of Luke, we hear Zacharias, the father of John the Baptist, speaking of the work of his own son, Messiah's herald, and recalling some of the promises and prophecies which were about to be fulfilled: "Blessedbe the Lord God of Israel, for he has visited and redeemed his people ... as he spoke by the mouth of his holy prophets ...to perform the mercy promised to our fathers and to remember his hofy covenant, the oath which he swore to our father Abraham ...to give light to those who sit in darkness and the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of peace" (1:70-79).
Good News for Jews and Gentiles
A little later, Mary had to take her baby to Jerusalem. It was part of the requirements of the "la.-r of Moses"—the observances of the Jewish religion—that he should be presented to the Lord God
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And his first visit to the temple in Jerusalem did not
go unnoticed: there was
&-

a man Simeon,
who was "just and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel... and it had
been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he
had seen the Lord's Christ" (2:25,26). This man, who had spent his life
studying the books of the Jewish law and the writings of the prophets,
had the great privilege of holding in his arms this child who came to
fulfil the law and the prophets. With emotion, he "/;/(s\<i    <odandsai<;
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'Lord, now you are letting your 
servant depart in peace,
according to your word: for my
eyes have seen your salvation ...
a light to bring revelation to the
Gentiles, and the glory of your
people Israel' " (verses 29-32).
And there was Anna, an
aged widow, who came into
the temple just as Simeon
had finished his grateful
prayer, and she too "gave
liianks to the Lord, and spoke of him (jm>u*; iu au mv^e who
redemption in Jerusalem" (verse 38).
So it was not just the shepherds: "Thepeople were in expectation", is how Luke 3* IS describes the mood of a generation who fervently hoped for the coming of their Saviour—and believed it would be soon. Their "Bible" (our Old Testament) had been telling them what to expect.
Christ in the Old Testament
Now we can learn a lot from these examples: if the Old Testament was so important to people who were looking for the Messiah in those days, then it must also be important for people truly looking for Jesus
vJimt
Of course, we now have the New Testament to tell us
about the birth, the childhood, the preaching and healing work of the
Man of Nazareth, his death, his resurrection and ascension.
But we shall only fully understand these things if we see them against the backdrop of the Old Testament.
If, for a moment, we jump from the early parts of Luke's gospel to
the very last chapter, we shall find an example of two followers of
Jesus Christ who were trying to make sense of the tragic and
bewildering events which had just taken place in Jerusalem. Jesus
Christ had been crucified: the hopes they had pinned on him were
dashed. Yet while they were talking, Jesus himself appeared to them;
he
ih©                          , and he reminded
them that everything that had happened—things which even with their
upbringing they had not fully understood—had been foretold:
"O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe in all that the prophets have
spoken! Ought not the Christ to have suffered these things and to enter into
his glory? And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, he expounded to
them in all the Scriptures the things concerning himself" (Luke 24:25-27).
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As soon as those two puzzled believers saw the meaning of the recent happenings in the light of the Old Testament, they were no longer puzzled: the life and death of Jesus now made sense. And the work of Jesus will make much greater sense for us—in fact it will only make sense—if we see it against the background of the Old Testament.
Promises to Abraham
If you have a Bible with cross references (often a column of small
print in the middle of the page), you will almost certainly find against
those verses in
24 a list of Old Testament passages—a selection
from the many prophecies of Christ's life and death. For example,
God promised Abraham: "I will multiply thy seed as the stars of heaven
... ••                      mil possess the gate of his enemies; and in thy seed shall all
t>                             -th be blessed" (Genesis 2:17,18). Some of the
promises God made to Abraham came true, to a limited extent, in his
own son Isaac, or in his descendants through Jacob; but only of
Abraham's more distant "seed", Jesus the Son of Mary and Son of
God, could it be said that he "shau possess the gate ofhis enemies" or
that in him  'shall all nations of the earth be blessed".
Promises to David
David was Israel's most famous king but neither his reign, nor that of his illustrious son Solomon, could compare with what was promised for that greater Son, the Messiah: "I will set up your seed after you ... and I will establish his kingdom ... I will be his Father, and he shall be my Son ... And I will establish him in my house and in my kingdom for ever" (1 Chronicles 17:11-14). Jeremiah, often thought to be a gloomy prophet,
echoes the same joyful message: "1will raise to David a Branch of righteousness; a king shall reign and prosper, and execute judgment and righteousness in the earth" (Jeremiah 23:5).
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And there are countless other prophecies, many of which Jesus
himself quoted during his lifetime, proving to the people of his day
that he really was the promised Son of God, Aspects of the Law of
Moses foreshadowed what Christ did; other prophecies predicted
where he would be born and how he would die; the fact that he
would be raised from the dead and that his death would open up the
hope of life for our dying race; the certainty that he will one day
transform this earth into God's everlasting
—all this, and
more, is revealed in the pages of those ancient Hebrew Scriptures, the
Old Testament.
Certainty—or Wishful Thinking?
But now let us return to the time of Jesus' birth and pick up the story where we left off. People who had been looking for the Messiah were thrilled at the birth of Jesus, but there were some who were not at all pleased. Herod, for one, was suspicious: "When he had secretly called the wise men, he ... sent them to Bethlehem and said, 'Go and search diligently for the young child, and when you have found him, bring back word to me, that I may come and worship him also' " (Matthew 2:7,8). He intended nothing of the sort, of course, but had been greatly alarmed to hear these men, who had followed the star, talking about one "born King of the Jew:     Scared for his own authority, he slaughtered all the baby boys of two years and under in the
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vicinity of Bethlehem. Mary and Joseph, meanwhile, had taken Jesus to Egypt where he remained until danger was past.
A Controversial Figure
We pass over the time spent by the lad growing up in Joseph's workshop; the experiences he had discussing theology with men of learning in the temple; the years during which he absorbed the Hebrew Scriptures, learned the great truths about God, and began to understand his destiny.
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We shall not stay to recount   
in detail his baptism in the
river Jordan—a simple,
moving and meaningful act of
dedication and submission
which John the Baptist carried
out; nor can we stop to consider the significance of Jesus' temptations
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in the desert—his forty days of personal struggle.
We move on quickly to see the
baby from Bethlehem become the
of
But how
was he to do it? Did he himself
know the path he had to follow?
As the years passed, he grew in
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understanding of his mission as a
result of the close communication
he had with his Father in heaven.
Mary, moreover, will have told
him what she herself had heard
from the angel, and also the stories of the coming of the shepherds and
the wise men, and the wise words of Simeon and Anna. Now it was up
to Jesus to fulfil that mission which had been set for him; and he knew
already what that meant. The man born to be Saviour would not be a
distant, unapproachable figure, but one who lived among his people;
who breathed the air they breathed, suffered the same trials, shared the
same hopes and concerns.
'Wo man spoke like this man!"
A rabbi, a teacher, who could talk to them on their own level was something new! "\o man ever spoke like this man", it was said (John 7:46). Here was a real teacher, a leader, a friend.
No wonder they thronged him; no wonder they followed him up and down the hills, looked out for him at street corners, tracked him down to the houses where he was busy healing and comforting.
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Perhaps nothing captures the atmosphere of those days more than the
miracle of the     \-edir
I'ive Thou      <•"
Jesus, no doubt exhausted from the constant demands of the people, had just taken his twelve close disciples across the lake: "Come aside by yi   selves to a deserted place and rest a while." But their rest was short​lived: "The multitudes saw them departing ... and ran    t re on foot" (Mark
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6:31-33). Hungry, restless, leaderless—these were people looking for something, and yet not really knowing what it was they were looking for.
The disciples were all for sending the crowds away, but the Lord had compassion on them. From five loaves and two fish he provided enough to feed the thousands—and still have basketfuls of fragments left over.
The people left, satisfied not just with food, but something of more lasting value. Tomorrow they would be hungry again, but at least their lives now had fresh hope and purpose. They had been looking for a Saviour—and they had found him: "This is truly (he Prophet who is to mtot      'orld
But, inevitably, not everyone was convinced. Picking up the narrative again in Luke's gospel we read, on the one hand, of those who   marvelled at the gracious words which proceeded out of his mouth" and others who were 'filled with wrath" at his words (Luke 4:22,28) and tried to kill him. The world was divided over Jesus: "Some said, 'He is good'; others said, 'No, on the contrary, he deceives the people' " (John 7:12).  He was what we would call a 'controversialfigure'. But no-one who met Jesus of Nazareth could be indifferent to him; for many, his coming transformed their lives.
"Everyone is looking for you"
Meanwhile, Jesus diligently pursued his calling—"preachingthe
gos
,   ' «t of God'" (Mark 1:14). He gathered around him a
close band of disciples, and from them he chose twelve to be his
special companions—the apostles. Loyal though they were, these men
did not always understand his mission. Almost with a touch of despair,
trying somehow to protect his Master from his own popularity, Simon
Peter at one point said, "Everyone is looking for you" (Mark 1:37). With
despair of a much more sinister kind, the proud Pharisees
commented,        >fc, the world has gone after him!" (John 12:19). Where
would it all lead?
It would lead, in due course, to a climax—in fact, a crisis. But only in God's good time. Jesus and his followers had to make known God's purpose—and make it clear that though Jesus was indeed the Christ, the long expected Messiah, he was not claiming his kingship yet. There had first to be a very different, almost contradictory, turn of events.
A clue to this is given in connection with an incident when a party of
Greeks, making what was probably their annual pilgrimage to
Jerusalem, "came up to worship at the feast". They had evidently heard of
Jesus, and they enquired of Philip, one of the apostles, "Sir, ht       / /»
si
'' (John 12:21). The sequel we are never actually told in detail,
but the comment Jesus made when Philip and Andrew brought the
message of the Greeks to him is interesting: "The hour has com-      (/ the
Sat:        'nn should be glorified ..." Now the word "glorify" might suggest
that Jesus was about to take on his kingly majesty there and then, but
what follows tells us the opposite: he was in fact warning his disciples
that it was his mission to glorify God by his death, to be "lifted up"
(John 3:14)—another way of saying that he would be crucified.
The Words of Eternal Life
It must have come as a terrible shock, not only to those Greek visitors but to all the disciples, that his mission was to be accomplished first, apparently, by tragedy; then by triumph—the cross before the crown:
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how to hi
raisedag
For many
disciples that was too much, and they lost heart. Even some of his
closest companions began to have doubts; but when the Master
challenged them,                                                      they held firm. Peter,
in fact, said:
But it was not just Peter: all the men and women who had been
i:.,.,p-ss:,. -•-:--    v v ,h
who had been impressed by his miracles,
who had found his teaching attractive, and who had come to believe
that he really was the          ef fr-vd—all of them had to answer that
challenge. By the time Jesus was arrested, and went through a
mockery of a trial, and was led to Calvary to be crucified, the faith of
very many of his followers had evaporated. As Mark puts it,
for---                            ' (14:        It was a lonely Messiah who died on the
cross, with only a handful of friends gathered at that awful scene.
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Why did Jesus die?
So, what of the man born to be king? What of the angels' promise
to the shepherds that the babe in the manger was to be "a Saviour,
who is Christ the Lord"? What of Peter's confession,   )<«/ have the words
of eternal life"? The answer to all these questions is to be found in that
other prediction which Jesus himself made: that he would be "raised
again the third day". And indeed it was so: excited disciples discovered
an empty tomb. God
His Son           the dead.
Why had he died? Anyone who has heard a performance of Handel's "Messiah" will know the answer: "He was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised for our iniquities; the chastisement of our peace was upon him; and with his stripes we are healed" (Isaiah 53:5). Isaiah was one of the prophets of Israel, and it was prophets like him that the apostle Peter had in mind when, long after Jesus had risen from the dead and gone to heaven, he wrote of the saving, forgiving, healing work of Jesus: "'Of this salvation the prophets have inquired and searched diligently ... searching what, or what manner of time, the Spirit of Christ which was in them did signify, when it testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and the glory that should follow" (1 Peter 1:10,11).
Far-sighted Prophets
The powerful point that Peter is making here is that all down the
ages there have been those who have been waiting for, looking for,
Jesus Christ. As Jesus himself said to his disciples: "Many prophets
and kings have desired
,:hat v     see, and have not seen it" (Luke
10:24). Or as another New Testament writer tells us: "These (men and
women of Old Testament times) all died in faith, not having received the
promises, but having seen them afar off" (Hebrews 11:13).
The ancestors and prophets of Israel, inspired by God, knew what they were looking for; so did the shepherds; so 
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did Simeon and Anna; and so too did those who remained faithful to the Lord Jesus Christ while he lived and worked among them.
Here was a people who (you would have thought) had no greater ambition than to throw out the Romans, and restore their own national dignity: and yet the New Testament emphasises that what the more discerning wanted was a Saviour who would save them from a greater enemy and oppressor— sl*i
As we saw when we turned to Lllk0         the disciples of Jesus were
for a moment disillusioned, but when his tomb was discovered to be
empty, and he was seen by his disciples raised to life for evermore, the
disappointment was soon forgotten. Jesus Christ was risen; he
would ascend to his Father in heaven; and he would come again
to
os
Do we need to be saved?
Our own circumstances may be very different: we may in fact be
fairly comfortable and feel that we have no need to be saved from
anything in particular. If we think about it, however, we have to admit
that anything this life has to offer is very temporary: sooner or later,
whether by accident, disease, or by just 'fading away' at a ripe old
age, we die, and there is nothing humanly speaking that we can do
about it. A so-called 'life
policy may ease the burden for
the bereaved, but it can in no way 'save' us. We need to be save;;
That is why it makes sense for us, like those disciples two thousand years ago, to be looking for Jesus         King. He is in fact already King for those who accept him now as Lord, who believe what he taught, who ask forgiveness for their faults, and decide to become associated with him by the simple rite of believer's baptism—an act of dedication whereby we commit ourselves to God's service.
In looking, very briefly, at the birth and life and death of Jesus Christ we have touched on many of his roles and titles—and there are others we have not mentioned.
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LAMB OF GOD
SAVIOUR OF THE WORLD
GOOD SHEPHERD
OUR MEDIATOR
HIGH PRIEST
COMING KING
There need be no mystery about the nature of Jesus Christ. What the Bible shows is that, with Mary as his mother, Jesus was made like us, a "Son of Man", subject to the same desires and temptations, the same mortality; but he was unique in that, with God as his Father, he was also the "Son of God".
There are other views of the nature of Christ andthe relationship between Christ and God, but Bible teaching is in fact straightforward and less complicated than what has been handed down as church tradition.
Christ and the Creeds
Sadly,
about Jesus Christ has made
looking for         a            deal more difficult than it need be.
The nature and work of Christ have, in fact, been obscured by theologians, particularly those who, in the third, fourth and fifth centuries, formulated the long and complicated creeds of the Christian church. In a very early summary of the Christian faith, the "Apostles' Creed", Scripture truth is in fact set out very plainly as follows: "I believe in God the Father Almighty ... and in Jesus Christ His only Son ... conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary ..." But in the later Nicene and Athanasian Creeds, this simplicity is lost, and ideas which owe more to Greek philosophy than to Scripture truth are introduced. Here we quote just a few phrases from the Nicene Creed of AD 325: "I believe in ... the only begotten Son of God, begotten of his Father before all worlds ... God of God, Very God of Very God, being of one substance with the Father ... The Holy Ghost with the Father and Son together is worshipped and glorified ..." Gone is the straightforwardness of the Apostles' Creed—and the straightforwardness of God's Holy Word.
Nothing could be plainer than these words of the Apostle Paul: "There is (,..-. God and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus" (1 limothy 2:5). The Lord Jesus Christ was certainly of Divine origin, for God was his Father; but he also shared human nature, being born of Mary. And it was sharing our nature that made it possible for him to save us from sin and death and, if we want it, to give us hope of a future life:
"Christ was offered to bear the sins of many; and unto them that look for him shall he appear the second time without sin unto salvation" (Hebrews 9:28).
The Second Coming of Jesus Christ
Belief in the second coming of Jesus Christ is a conviction shared
by all who have taken the trouble to read the Bible as God intended it
to be read: it is there in both Old and New Testaments. It is not an
optional, 'take it or leave it' aspect of Christian faith:
is
t@
When he comes again he will raise
many from the dead to judgement and make preparations for a
kingdom which will rescue the earth from man's misguided rule.
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Here is just one of the many clear statements of what is to happen: "And there will be ... on the earth distress of nations ... men's hearts failing them from fear and the expectation of those things which are coming on the earth, for the powers of heaven will be shaken. Then they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. Now when these things begin to happen, look up and lift up your heads, because your redemption draws near" (Luke 21:25-28).
Something to look forward to!
That is something wonderful to look forward to. Ettf is H
yow ore
IwA'^cj         When we are young, we look forward to passing our exams, starting
on our career ladder, getting married ... and then? As we grow older, we look
forward to retirement, to a little more leisure, less pressure, more time for... for
what? If we are not careful we shall reach old age with our life policies and pension
schemes, but with nothing more permanent. What we need is something lasting to
look forward to, a vision that will not fade. truly, there Is nothing In fWs life,
and no IMe after death, accept through the Lord Jesus Christ. Vlfesnoukf
be doing something about if—now!
Are you looking for Jesus Christ. He is looking for you! Make sure he isn't looking for you in vain: he will come soon as King, whether you are looking for him or not. Finding Jesus means the opportunity of life, joy and hope. Ignoring him leaves us with nothing but rejection, despair and death. Make sure you are looking for Jesus Christ: make sure you are ready for his return!
john morris
So if you believe the Bible, you will believe that Jesus Christ is:
•       The Son of God, born to Mary by the power of God's spirit

•       The Messiah of Israel promised in the Old Testament

Something to look forward to!

•       The rightful heir of the covenants and promises to Abraham and David
•       The Saviour who died for the sins of the world and offers hope of everlasting life

•
The first to be raised from the dead to everlasting life

•
The only mediator between God and man

•
The King whom God will soon send to the Earth as its ruler and judge
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