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Prophecies about a Saviour
There are many reasons for believing that the Bible is the Word of God. One of these is the way in which Jesus of Nazareth fulfilled the prophecies contained in the Old Testament. Nobody could possibly have arranged this, yet it is unmistakably there for all to see. The Old Testament laid the foundation, and the New Testament completed the building.
To use another figure, we may see it as two parts of an extending ladder. The lower section is the Old Testament, foretelling of the Messiah who would come, and the upper half is the New Testament showing its fulfilment in the person and work of Jesus Christ. The bottom section of the ladder does not reach high enough on its own. The top section alone would have nothing to rest on.
This is true of the two parts of the Bible. The Old Testament is the foundation of the New, but is not sufficient on its own - it doesn't reach high enough ! On the other hand, the New Testament is hard to understand fully without the Old.
Roots in the Old Testament
The Lord himself referred to this relationship, and spoke of himself as "the Messiah"* prophesied by the old Jewish Scriptures, when the woman at the well of Samaria spoke of their hope of a coming Messiah, called the Christ, Jesus said to her, "I who speak to you am he." (John 4: 26).
On another occasion he criticised the religious leaders ot his day because they seemed unable to recognize that the Scriptures (Old Testament), which they studied so hard, were speaking about him.
"You search the scriptures, because you think that in them you have eternal life; and it is they that bear witness to me; yet you refuse to come to me that you may have life." (John 5: 39, 40).
*   "Messiah" is a  Hebrew word for the great God-given King so often promised in  rhe Old   Torment   In NVw Testament Greek it hecomes christos, i.e. Christ.
From these and similar statements in the New Testament it is quite certain that we should be able to look into the Old Testament Scriptures and find there a prophetic picture of the work of the Messiah which was to be fulfilled in Jesus of Nazareth.
This was the basis of the apostles' preaching as seen in Acts. When Paul preached to the Jews he showed from their sacred writings that "This Jesus, whom I proclaim to you, is the Christ." (Acts 17: 3).
And Apollos likewise, after his conversion to a fuller under​standing of the gospel, "powerfully confuted the Jews in public, showing by the scriptures that the Christ (the Messiah) was Jesus." (Acts 18: 28).
Now let us look at the Old Testament scriptures ourselves and see if we can find in them this picture of the Messiah, and the work that he would do. In this way we shall see what Peter meant when he said that Jesus is "the Christ, the Son of the living God." (Matt. 16: 16.) "Behold a virgin shall conceive and bear a son . . ." (Isaiah 7: 14.)
All through Old Testament times God was developing His great Purpose the plan to send His Son into the world as Saviour and King.
in the beginning when God made Adam and put him with his wife Eve in Eden, He told him that so long as he obeyed His commandments all would be well, but if he gave way to temptation and ate of the forbidden tree, he would die. (Genesis 2: 16, 17).
We know that Adam did just that, and both he and the woman were expelled from the Garden of Eden. They became dying creatures. The result of this one great sin was that death passed on to all their descendants.
"Therefore as sin came into the world through one man and death through sin, and so death spread to all men because all men sinned . , " (Romans 5: 12)
It was at the time when the Lord showed his displeasure at the sin of Adam and Eve that He gave the first promise of a Saviour for the world. For He spoke to the serpent, the creature which had led Adam and Eve into sin, about a "seed" or descendant, who would be as victorious over sin as sin had been over Adam.
"I will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed and her seed; he shall bruise your head, and you shall
bruise his heel." (Genesis 3: 15). This conqueror of sin and Saviour of mankind is Jesus.
Hit a man on the head with a bar of iron and you kill him. Hit him on the heel and you merely put him out of action for a short while. So the bruising of the head stands for the destruction of the power of evil represented by the serpent. This would be done by a descendant of the woman, who himself would be injured, though not destroyed, in the conflict.
It is important to note that the promise of a redeemer was not made to Adam but to his wife. This Saviour would be the seed of the woman, not the man. And so it came about in the birth of Jesus Christ, as described in the gospels. For Mary his mother was a virgin when the child Jesus was born by the power of the Holy Spirit, and Matthew declares that this fulfils the words of Isaiah:
"Behold, a virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and his name shall be called Emmanuel." (Matthew 1: 23).
The fact that Jesus was born by the direct act of God confirms that he is the one promised by God in Genesis. The name Immanuel means "God is with us." It teaches that the birth of Jesus Christ was God's great act to save men from the results of Adam's sin.
The next big step
As the direct result of Adam's disobedience, and the introduction of sin and death to the world, the race of human beings who descended from him became subject to all the evil which has become so familiar a part of the story of man.
It was not long before the first murder took place. Then came the growth of nations and nationalistic pride; ambition to conquer others; violence and war; oppression, lust and crime; and also all the personal tragedies of every human family - suffering, disease and death. And it all came from the evil in human nature, brought about by sin.
But the Lord God has not forsaken His world. He was all the time developing His purpose to establish on earth a race of men and women who would give Him glory and pleasure. And so, in due time. He chose a man through whom His plan would take its next big step forward. That man was Abraham, and this is how he is introduced to us:
"Now the Lord said to  Abram,     "Go from your country and
your kindred and your father's house to the land that I will show you. And I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you and  make your name great, so that you will be a blessing." (Genesis 12: 1).
Later. God told Abraham that one of his descendants (his "seed" in King James' "Authorised" Version of the Bible) would be the one to bring the blessing of God to all nations (Genesis 22: 18). Abraham did not know how this would happen, or when. He only knew that in future his family would become numerous, a great nation, and that from that nation there would come the One through whom God's greatest blessing would be bestowed on men.
Commenting on this, the apostle Paul shows clearly that God was speaking of the Messiah.
"Now the promises were made to Abraham and to his offspring. It does not say, 'And to offsprings,' referring to many; but, referring to one, 'And to your offspring,' which is Christ." (Galatians 3: 16).
"Salvation is from the Jews'*
Perhaps we can begin to see now why Jesus said to a Samaritan woman that salvation had come through the Jewish people. (John 4: 22). Obviously he did not mean that the Jews living at that time had salvation, and were able to give it to others, for most of them rejected it themselves by rejecting the Lord who brought it to them. But God had selected their forefather Abraham to be the one through whom His plan of salvation would be developed. From Abraham had come the nation of Israel; out of the nation of Israel the tribe of Judah; from the tribe of Judah, God had specially chosen a woman to bear the Messiah; through the Messiah salvation had been made possible; so salvation was "from the Jews."
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The name of the Jewish woman was Mary. And the name of the Messiah-child was called Jesus, "for he will save the people from their sins." (Matthew 1: 21).
We have seen that the Scriptures had foretold the birth of Messiah by the power of God, the Holy Spirit, and the strange events surrounding the birth of Jesus should surely have told devout Jews the meaning of his birth. But it does not seem to have done so, except in one or two cases.'Mary his mother (Luke 1: 54);Zechariah (Luke 1: 68); and Simeon (Luke 2: 30), clearly saw it in this light, but in the main the Jews failed to understand.
Yet not only the nature of his birth, but the actual place, was foretold in a prophecy about the Messiah:
But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are little to be among the clans of Judah, from you shall come forth for me one who is to be the ruler in Israel, whose origin is from of old, from ancient days." (Micah 5: 2).
Unexpected events made it necessary for Mary and Joseph to journey to Bethlehem from their home village of Nazareth, and so it came about that while they were there the baby was born.
They had no control over the events - it was a decree from Rome that caused them to go for "enrolling" at Bethlehem - but the Word of God was fulfilled, and Messiah was born in the "little town of Bethlehem" just as Micah had foretold. Yet still the Jews did not believe in him.
The forerunner foretold
The prophet, by whom Jesus was announced to the Jewish nation at the beginning of his three busy years of preaching and teaching, was John the Baptist. He proclaimed to the Jewish nation that the Promised King was about to be made known to them. Like the fore​runner of some great Eastern monarch, he said he was sent by God to tell them of the coming of their King, and to "prepare the way before him." He quoted the words of Isaiah as being fulfilled in his ministry of preparation.
"A voice cries: 'In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for our God. Every valley-shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a plain. And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together." (Isaiah 40: 3-5).
Similarly the last Old Testament prophet had foretold that, before Messiah was manifested to Israel, God would let the nation have warning that he was, so to speak, on the way.
"Behold, I send my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom you seek will suddenly come to his temple." (Malachi 3: 1).
So it came about that John was "sent from God" to fulfil these words, and actually pointed out Jesus as the "Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world." (John 1: 29). Yet still the Jews did not accept Jesus. Why9
King or Sacrifice?
It seems clear that the Jews failed to recognize Jesus as the Messiah, because they had a wrong idea of the work he was to do. They were looking for their promised Messiah who, they felt sure, would mightily overthrow their Roman overlords, and bring in again the ancient glories of the kingdom of David. These expectations were not really wrong, for this certainly was to be the work of Jesus Christ later on. But first he was to be rejected by his nation, to suffer and die as the servant of God Yet in his obedience "unto death, even death on a cross" (Philippians 2; 8), he would make the sacrifice of himself, which would save men from sin and from the curse of death.
These two sides of his work (suffering and glory) were both foretold in Old Testament prophecies, but the Jews failed to see the need for a sacrifice for sin. This was because their minds were stubbornly fixed on Messiah's royal glory. In many Christian churches it is the other way round - the kingship of Christ has been over​looked whilst his sacrificial death on the cross is given all the emphasis.
But the Old Testament gives a clear picture of both aspects of his work blended together. He would certainly come one day as the great son of David and as King of the nations, "but first he must suffer many things and be rejected by this generation." (Luke 17: 25).
Correct but yet mistaken
From the patriarch Abraham came the nation of Israel, who became God's special people. Thus Israel was a "theocracy." In course of time God chose David to be the king over His kingdom, a kingdom in which the real ruler was God Himself. In his old age David, "the Lord's Anointed," spoke these words to the people:
"The  Lord God of Israel chose me --- to be king over Israel for ever; for he chose Judah as leader, and in the house of Judah my father's house, and among my father's sons he took pleasure in me to make me king over all Israel." (1 Chronicles
28: 4).
It is clear that David did not himself expect to reign 'for ever." He meant that God had established his house as the royal line, through whom one day the "Anointed," or Messiah, would come. This was the promise God had made to him, recorded in 2 Samuel 7, verses 11 to 16.**
Chapter Two
The Promise of a King
This promise of a King to rule all nations for God, became the national hope of the Jewish people, and there are many references to it in the Old Testament. These passages are often called "Messianic ' prophecies because they speak of the person and the future woik of the Messiah. Here are three examples of Messianic prophecies:
Example 1 Isaiah 9: 6, 7. Here the prophet is describing the deliver​ance that will come to Israel when the great Son of David reigns triumphantly on David's throne in Jerusalem. He sees the end of the "boot of the tramping warrior" (v.5) because of the birth of the Deliverer, whose government will take the place of all the governments of men.
"For   to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government will be upon his shoulder, and his name will be called 'Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.' Of the increase of his government and of peace there will be no end, upon the throne of David, and over his kingdom, to establish it and to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time forth and for evermore. The zeal of the Lord of Hosts will do this "
These words of the Old Testament prophet were almost repeated when the angel Gabriel was sent to Mary at Nazareth to tell her that she was to bear the child Jesus. For the angel said of him,
"He   will   be   great,    and   will   be   called   the   Son   of   the
Most High; and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his
father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob for ever;
and of his kingdom there will be no end." (Luke 1: 32, 33.)
There is here a clear reference to the Messianic prophecy, showing
that the King of Israel promised to David is Jesus the Christ (Messiah).
Example 2. Isaiah 11: 1 -9.
"There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch shall grow out of his roots ..." etc.
Jesse was the father of King David, so it was from his "family tree" that the Messiah would be born.
Referring to this prophecy Jesus Christ called himself "the root and the offspring of David." (Revelation 22: 16.)
The prophecy in Isaiah 11 then goes on to describe the great work of this coming One.
He will have the Spirit of God within him (verse 2) enabling him to make righteous judgements (verse 3). He will care for the oppressed and needy people of the earth, and destroy the wicked (verse 4).
Righteousness and faithfulness will be the principle of his kingdom (verse 5) and the result will be quietness and peace throughout the whole world, so that little children will be able to grow up free from fear or danger (verses 6-8). And the effect of the reign of this great King is summed up in the splendid vision of verse 9:
"They shall not hurt or destroy in all my holy mountain; for
the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters
cover the sea."
Example  3.  Psalm 2:  1.  "Why do the nations conspire,  and the people's plot in vain?"
This little Psalm is all about the Messiah. It pictures the world opposing itself to God's purpose but quite unable to withstand God's power shown in His great King. Whatever the "kings of the earth" may think or do, the Lord will not allow His purpose to be ruined (verse 1-5.)
"I have set my king on Zion, my holy hill." (verse 6.)
The Messiah is invited to take the whole world for his dominion because he is the Son of God (verse 7.)
"Ask of me, and I will make the nations your heritage, and the ends of the earth your possession." (verse 8.}
And the prophecy concludes with a call to the "rulers of the earth" to be wise and to accept the Lord as their King before it is too late.
Once again we don't have to guess who this Messiah is. The new Testament applies the Psalm to Jesus Christ on four distinct occasions: Acts 4: 25-27; Acts 13: 32, 33; and Revelation 2: 26, 27; Revelation 19: 15—clear proof that it is a prophecy about him.
Many more like this !
Here are just a few, all from the Old Testament, and all about Jesus. Why not find for yourself how they are applied in the New Testament to Jesus Christ?*
Zechariah 9: 9,  10:  "Lo, your king comes to you; triumphant and victorious is he, riding on an ass ..."
Psalm 110: Here is the gospel in a nutshell! It is used concerning Jesus in several different places in the New Testament.
Isaiah 61: 1, 2: Quoted by Jesus and applied to himself.
Deuteronomy 18:  15,  18: A prophecy by Moses about a great prophet who would be raised up by God.
Psalm 8: 6, "Thou hast put all things under his feet It was passages like these which led the Jews to expect Jesus to appear in triumph.  So when  he presented himself in humility as the   carpenter's  son   from   Nazareth   they  could   not  accept  him. Instead, they crucified him.
When the Jewish rulers rejected Jesus Christ they were actually fulfilling the Scriptures which they thought they knew so well.
"For those who live in Jerusalem and their rulers, because they did not recognise him nor understand the utterances of the prophets which are read every sabbath, fulfilled these by con​demning him." (Acts 13:27.)
This not only proves that God guided the writing of the prophecies, but also it confirms the claim of Jesus to be the Christ (Messiah).
The main points so far:
1. The Scriptures foretold that Messiah would be rejected at his first coming, and would die as a sacrifice for sin.
2. The  Jews  read  the prophecies but  did  not  understand  them because they thought only about the work of Messiah as a king.
3. They therefore rejected and crucified Christ when he came.
4. In so doing they fulfilled the prophecies without meaning to do so.
5. And   thus   they   provided   proof  that  Jesus  was  indeed the promised Messiah.
* John 12: 14-16 - Mark 12 36; Acts 2:34, 1 Corinthians 15:25; Hebrews 1:13; 5:5. 6; 7:21, 22; 1 Peter 3:22 -Luke 4: 16-21, John 1:32 - Acts 3:22; 7:37: John 1:45; 8:28; 12:49, 50, 17:8 - 1 Corinthians 15:27: Hebrews 2;8; Fphesians 1: 22, Philippians 3: 21; Matthew 11:5, 54, 2 Thessalonians 1: 7-9,
Chapter Three
A Suffering Messiah
Bible Prophecies about his Suffering
There are many places in the Old Testament Scripture where a Saviour is foretold who would suffer for the sins of mankind. Right back in the Garden of Eden, when man first sinned, the clothing provided by God to cover man's sin required the sacrifice of animals. (Genesis 3: 21.) Later in the Law of Moses, forgiveness was again by the sacrifice of animals. These were intended by God to point forward to the great sacrifice which would be made by "the Lamb of God." This is certainly correct because the New Testament says:
"Under   the   law   (given   through   Moses)   almost   everything   is
purified with blood, and without the shedding of blood there
is no forgiveness of sins." (Hebrews 9: 22.)
Every time an animal was killed as a sacrifice this presented a kind of picture beforehand of the death of Jesus. It was not the death of the animal itself which did any good, for we are told thai "it is impossible that the blood of bulls and goats should take away sins." (Hebrews 10: 4.) The sacrifices of the Old Testament prepared men's minds for the sacrifice Jesus was to make —"for all time a single sacrifice for sins." (Hebrews 10: 12.)
When Jesus appeared on the banks of the river Jordan, he did not proclaim himself the promised King of Israel. Instead, John the Baptist announced him as "the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world." This was the mission of Messiah that the Jews did not understand. So they rejected him. and crucified him.
And his rejection too!
Many of the Psalms are about the Messiah. They speak as clearly about his suffering as about his glory and kingdom. Psalm 22 begins with words which Jesus later spoke in his agony on the cross: "My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me." But it ends with clear words about God's glory in the earth—this being brought about by the same Man who would suffer so horribly:
"All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord;
and  all  the families of the  nations shall worship before him.
For dominion belongs to the Lord, and he rules over the nations."
(Psalm 22: 27, 28.)
Earlier this prophecy describes the crucifixion of Jesus in un​mistakable language: "they have pierced my hands and feet"(verse 16). There is also a picture of Roman soldiers gambling for his garments (verse 18: see John 19: 23); the mockery by the crowd (verses 7, 8; see Matthew 27; 41-43); the Lord's terrible thirst on the cross (verses 14, 15; see John 19: 28-30), as well as other details. But there is also a clear prophecy of his resurrection and glory in the Kingdom with his redeemed "brethren" (verses 19-31). About half the Psalm describes the suffering and death of God's holy One, and the other half his Kingdom and glory.
Psalm 118 tells of the crowds who hailed Jesus when he rode oft an ass into Jerusalem and who shouted enthusiastically the words of the Psalm "Blessed be he who enters in the name of the Lord!" (verse 26.) Yet within a week they crucified him! Many of them were Galilean pilgrims going up to Jerusalem for the Passover, and seeing the great prophet from Nazareth entering the city, they remembered this Psalm. They felt that this was the moment when their hero would make a public claim to the kingdom and throne of David. So they made a triumphant procession of it.
But the Psalm itself speaks of rejection and sacrifice, just as Psalm 22 does. The very next verse reads:
"Bind the festal procession with branches, up to the horns of the altar!"
According to this prophecy, then, the triumphant procession was to end in sacrifice. And Jesus himself quoted this Psalm to show that his rejection had been foretold:
"The   stone  which   the  builders  rejected  has  become  the  chief
cornerstone." (verse 22: Matthew 21: 42.) — clear proof that the glory would come after the rejection.
The suffering Servant of God
Isaiah 53 is another unmistakable prophecy about Jesus' suffering. The New Testament says so repeatedly. (Matthew 8: 17; Luke 23: 34; Acts 8: 32; 1 Peter 2: 23.)
In this prophecy the One who suffers so cruelly in the service of God is called "the Arm of the Lord", that is, God's power revealed for the salvation of his people (verse 1.) He grows up amongst a nation that does not "desire him" (verse 2.) He is "despised and rejected by men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief" (verse 3.) His good deeds of kindness and mercy are repaid by hatred (verse 4.) He suffers for the sins of others (the prophecy says this time after time), and he dies taking the sins of others on himself (verse 5, 6.)
Yet he does not say a word against this ill-treatment, he does nothing to resist (verse 7.) His death is just plain murder (verse 8), a death linking him with both the wicked and the rich (verse 9.) This was fulfilled when Jesus was crucified with two law-breakers, and then buried in the tomb of a rich man.
But the One who was so unjustly done to death will live again. He will "prolong his days" (verse 10.) He will "see the fruit of the travail of his soul and be satisfied" (verse 11), that is, he will have good reason not to be sorry for all he has gone through. The Lord will "divide him a portion with the great, and he shall divide the spoil with the strong" (verse 12.) This means that he will become a glorious victor. And the reason for this great glory?
"Because he poured out his soul to death, and was numbered with the transgressors: yet he bore the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors."
So in this chapter of Isaiah we find the same picture as in the Psalms. It is, in fact, the same indeed as in many other prophecies of the Old Testament concerning the coming Messiah. There were
to be two sides to his work. First, he would come as a sacrifice for sins. Afterwards he would come again in glory to set up his kingdom on earth.
Chapter Four
The Eye-Opening Message of Scripture
On the day of his resurrection the Lord Jesus appeared to two of his disciples as they walked on the road to Emmaus, but they did not recognise him While talking to them found that they were greatly puzzled by the crucifixion of their leader who they had hoped would be the promised Messiah. And now they were even more puzzled by rumours that he was alive! What were they to believe? The Lord listened patiently up to this point, and then exclaimed:
"O foolish men. and slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have spoken! Was it no! necessary that the Christ should suffer these things and enter into his glory? And beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he interpreted to them in all the scriptures the things concerning himself." (Luke 24: 25-27.)
Later, they pressed him to stay the night with them. During supper they suddenly recognized who he was, but he "vanished out of their sight." They remembered then the long and serious conversation they had had with him on the way, and "they said to each other, 'Did not our hearts burn within us . . . ., while he opened to us the scriptures?" (verse 32.)
It seems almost certain that many of the Old Testament passages referred to in this brief survey, and no doubt many more besides, were explained by the Lord that day, and applied to himself; and all this was to show them that his crucifixion and resurrection were part of God's purpose, and necessary before the Kingdom could be established.
In the same chapter it is told how Jesus appeared to disciples in the upper room at Jerusalem and explained the same things to them.
"Then he said to them, These are my words which I spoke to you, while I was still with you, that everything written about me in the law of Moses and the prophets and the psalms must be fulfilled.' Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, and said to them, Thus it is written, that the Christ should suffer
and on the third day rise from the dead, and that repentance and
forgiveness of sins should be preached in his name to all nations'."
(Luke 24: 44-47.)
It was clearly foretold in the Old Testament that the Messiah would be rejected and suffer and die before entering into the great work of setting up God's Kingdom. All these things happened to Jesus of Nazareth, and we believe therefore that "this is indeed the Christ, the Saviour of the world."
Now we await his Second Coming to reign as King in Jerusalem.
QUESTIONS
1.  Is it possible to unserstand the gospel without knowing anything of the Old Testament? Give reasons for your answer.
2.  What do you understand by the phrase, "Jesus is the Christ?"
3. What is the meaning of the name "Immanuel" and how did it come to be applied to Jesus Christ?
4.  Why did the Jews fail to recognise Jesus of Nazareth as the promised Messiah?
5. Explain in what sense salvation is "of the Jews."
6.  Many people believe that the Kingdom of Christ on earth will be brought about peacefully by the preaching of the gospel and by the gradual spread of his spirit among all the nations. What do you think about this? What does the Bible say?
7. Psalm 110 has been called "the gospel in a nutshell." List all the various Christian doctrines contained in this Psalm with New Testament references to support them.
8. Psalm 8: 6 refers to "all things" being made subject to the "Son of man." How many New Testament references are there to this promise'? How do they apply to Christ?
9. When the Jews crucified Jesus, without knowing it they were proving his claim to be the Messiah. Explain this statement.
10. What passages of Scripture would you think Jesus used when talking to the two disciples on the road to Emmaus, to convince them that "the Messiah" had to "suffer these things?"
