SUMMARY


A Christadelphian`s Faith
My beliefs, with some of the reasons why.
A message to the reader

In this booklet there are 39 short studies of one double page each. They were first written as a series of weekly messages to interested people in Turkey. They explain my main beliefs and hopes and I would like to share them with you. All of them are learned from the Bible, which I believe is God`s message to us. These beliefs unite together a world-wide `family` of people called `Christadelphians`, a name which simply means `brothers in Christ` and is taken from the Letter to the Colossians (ch1v2), in the New Testament. The studies take us on a short journey through the Bible, and we notice just a little of the evidence that shows how reliable the Bible is. We pick out its main teachings about God Himself and the wonderful plans that He has to fill this Earth with peace and praise, to His glory. 
 
We examine the basic reasons for human failures on all levels, and come to understand how Jesus Christ is at the centre of God`s purpose to `make all things new`. We think about Jesus` life and death, and about the strong evidence that he was raised to life again by God. We look at a few of the many promises in the Bible that He will return at a time of dreadful chaos and warfare, to become world-wide King. We learn how ordinary people including you and me can be reconciled to God by accepting Jesus as our King and Saviour now. Then by God`s grace when Jesus returns - which we believe will be soon - we can be granted perfect eternal life like the angels, free of all human weaknesses, and we shall be privileged, amazingly but seriously, to have a real part in assisting Jesus to make `the Kingdoms of this world into the Kingdom of our God and of His Christ`. 
 
If we die in the meanwhile, that will not be a problem: The Resurrection that will happen at the Return of Christ will take care of that. Jesus Himself is alive again and He said "Fear not, I am the first and the last, and the living one. I died, and behold I am alive forevermore, and I have the keys of Death and Hades”. (Revelation 1:18). Jesus also said “Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does not believe will be condemned”. (Mark16:16). The choice is for you - and me - to make. Let`s not waste the opportunity, and die for ever.

A few helpful points before we start

In these studies, when I refer to a section of the Bible for the first time, the name is written in full (Genesis, or Deuteronomy etc).  Afterwards I often use the normal abbreviation (Gen or Deut).

The Old Testament was originally written in Hebrew (and a few short parts in a related language, Aramaic). The New Testament was written in Greek. Most of us need a translation in our own language, and the Bible quotations that are printed in this booklet are from the `English Standard Version` of the Bible. This is a modern version that tries to keep close to the original wording and does not let the translator`s personal opinions show too much. 

Please read the Bible prayerfully every day. A lot of Bible verses are printed out in the studies – sufficient (I hope) to make them understandable on a straight reading. Much more benefit will be gained, though, if you open your Bible and read the verses before and after the ones quoted. Please also read the other chapters which are referred to. The Bible is God`s message to us, so our attitude to the Bible shows our attitude to God Himself. It is essential to have your own Bible. Anyone who cannot afford a Bible in their own language  - please tell me and one will be sent to you. 

The Bible was written for ordinary people because faith is personal. Our beliefs, and the way we live are our own responsibility; we cannot pass our responsibility over to someone else, whether a Priest a Rabbi a Pastor or an Imam. A helpful Bible Reading Calendar is included at the end of the booklet. By following it you will read the Old Testament once and the New Testament twice, every year. 

Any questions (or contrary arguments) will be welcome and personally answered from the Bible, which is the only authority that we Christadelphians recognise. To make reference easy, the studies are all numbered. 

This comes with Christian concern, and the prayer that Jesus will soon be here as our World-Wide King, johnwoodall@talktalk.net (01792) 930937 



GOD THE CREATOR AND HIS PLANS FOR THE EARTH
  1. God is One, the Father, and the Creator of all.  He is All-powerful and All-knowing. 

  2. God tells us everything that He wants us to know about Himself and His purpose, 

        in the   Bible.

  3. God guided men to write the Bible, and it contains many evidences of its truth.

  4. God has definite plans to make the earth a place of peace and praise to Him, for ever.

  5. God revealed these plans to particular people such as Noah, Abraham, David, 


the Prophets and Apostles.

 
GOD`S WAY AND THE SAD RESULTS OF DEFYING IT
  6. God wants all people to happily serve Him so He made laws.  These laws also are 
revealed in the Bible.

  7. From the beginning most human beings disobeyed these laws.  The Bible calls this `sin`.

  8. Sin brought death. Death is simply the ending of life, not the entrance to either paradise 


or torment.

  9. The dead are not conscious of anything. But some who have died will be raised 


(brought back to life) again. 
 
GOD`S WAY AND HUMAN RESISTANCE 
10. Sin and temptation – the desire to go our way instead of God`s way - are deep within

 
our human nature. 

11. `Satan`, and `the devil` are graphic, dramatic ways of describing human waywardness 


in all its forms.

12. The word `satan` means `opposer`; `devil` means `slanderer`. This is what human

 
nature does. 

13. We are tempted by our own desires. There is no superhuman `satan` in God`s universe.   

 
GOD`S WAY OF RECONCILIATION
14. God`s plan to fill the earth with His glory has not failed. He is still working at it right now.

15. God wants men & women to change and come back to Him. The Bible calls this


 `repentance`.

16. We must accept that God is right. Our human desires must be sacrificed – given 
up - when they go against God`s way . 

17. When we do accept this fact and repent, God delights to forgive us and accept us into

 
His family.

 
GOD`S HOLY SPIRIT
18. God has provided a way for us to return to Him and be forgiven. That way is shown to us perfectly by Jesus.

19. God`s holy spirit came upon Mary, and Jesus was born. Mary was his mother, God is

 
his Father.

20. Jesus is truly human as we are, and was tempted like us. He is also the only begotten

 
son of God.

21. The Holy Spirit is the power of God, by which He works to save us. The Holy Spirit is not another person.
GOD`S WAY SHOWN PERFECTLY IN JESUS CHRIST 
22. Jesus lived the perfect life. He is `Christ` - the one anointed by God`s Spirit. He shows

         us what God his Father is truly like.

23. Jesus died as the perfect sacrifice, His battle with wayward human nature was

 
completely won.

24. The Father raised him to perfect eternal life, and gave him `all power`. Hundreds of

 
people saw him after his resurrection.

25. Jesus is now in heaven as our High Priest. He is the only one who can lead us to God. 
Other `priests` have no value.

 
THE RETURN OF JESUS AND THE REWARD FOR FAITHFULNESS
26. Jesus will return to the earth to finish the work for his Father that he started when he

 
was here.

27. Then there will be the Resurrection of the Dead and the Judgment. Jesus will be Judge

 
and King.

28. All who have pleased God will be made perfect and immortal, as Jesus and the angels

 
are now.

29. Their reward – to be guides and teachers to the nations, helping Jesus to put the world

 
right.

 
THE RETURN OF JESUS AND GOD`S KINGDOM ON EARTH
30. Jesus will rule the whole earth as God`s King He will replace poor human justice by the

 
Laws of God.

31. Jerusalem will be the Capital of God`s Kingdom: from there all the nations will learn

 
God`s ways.

32 .Progressively, the rule of Jesus will rid the earth of all misrule, crime, sin, suffering, and

 
unbelief.

33. Finally – after `1000 years` - even death itself will be abolished, and God will be `all in

 
all`.

 
GOD`S INVITATION TO US TODAY
God asks us to come back to Him now. This is what He asks us to do :-
34. Believe the truths and promises He has written for us in the Bible (to have faith, and


 trust Him)

35. Repent of our sins (change our minds and our way of life, and decide we will try to obey


 Him)

36. Be baptized (immersed in water and lifted out again, like Jesus being buried and raised


 again)

37. Pray to God for help, thank and praise Him, and study His guidance for us in the Bible, 


constantly. 

38. Live new lives now, doing our best to follow the example of Jesus when he was here.

39. When we fail, confess and ask forgiveness from God and from anyone else we have


 wronged.                                

 

The Bible offers us great joy and the privilege of serving God now – and the wonderful hope of being made made perfect to serve Him for ever, when Jesus returns as King.

1. God is One, the Father, and the Creator of all.  He is All-powerful. 
The wonders of the natural world convince me that there must be a great Designer. The Bible simply tells us that the Creator of all things is God – the God who revealed Himself to people such as Abraham and Moses in Old Testament times.  If you doubt that, please reserve judgment until you have read these few pages, with their brief sketch of the developing programme revealed in the Bible. 

The created world does not tell us whether God has any interest in us, or any pIans for us. If He has such plans, we have to depend on Him telling us about them. The Bible claims to do that - to be God's Message to Mankind. "Holy men of God spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit" (2 Peter 1:21). There are many reasons for believing that this is true, and I hope to look at some of these reasons in Study 3. 

The Bible says "In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth" (Genesis ch 1v1).  It tells us that God then created the millions of living things, and finally He created man and woman. Because God made us, He knows what is best for us, and He has the right to tell us what to do. At the end of the Old Testament the prophet Malachi says “Have we not all one Father? Has not one God created us ? Why do we deal treacherously every man against his brother ?” (Malachi 2:10). 
Believing in One God
God, Malachi says, is the 'Father'. Moses says that He is God “in heaven above and in the earth beneath: there is none else” (Deuteronomy 4:39). All other 'gods' are inventions of the human mind (​Isaiah 45:5). He is the One God: He is also One in His own nature - "Hear O Israel, the LORD our God, the LORD is One" (Deuteronomy 6:4). The Old Testament (the part of the Bible written before Jesus Christ) was written in Hebrew and the Jewish scholars` translation into English also emphasizes this - 'THE LORD OUR GOD, THE LORD IS ONE" (Jewish Publication Society Bible). The translation used in these studies (the ESV) confirms this.

The New Testament confirms this also - "to us there is one God, the Father; of whom are all things” (1 Corinthians 8:6); also Ephesians 4:5-6, “One Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in you all”; and again (I Timothy 2:5) “there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus” (my underlining).
Jesus is the Son of God, and all God`s plans for the earth depend upon him. We shall think carefully about Jesus and who he is later on, but the Bible does not call him `God the Son`. In fact, Jesus in prayer to his Father said “this is eternal life, that they know you the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent”(John 17:3).            
Sadly, from ancient times through to the present, most people have not accepted that God is One. Instead of worshipping the One God in truth, they worshipped stars, animals, imaginary gods, and idols that they made for themselves. Also, many nations who worshipped one chief god, believed that he existed in three forms. We find this belief in ancient Babylon, Egypt, Greece, Rome, and in some countries even today. As time passed, even people who wanted to worship the One God were influenced by these ideas. 

About two centuries after Jesus was here, many Christians who had studied the Greek philosophers brought their ideas into Christianity. One of these ideas was that the True God is also three-in-one. This is the doctrine of the Trinity, which was imposed on the church by the Roman Emperor Constantine about 325 AD – nearly three hundred years after the ministry of Jesus. In 380 AD the Emperor Theodosius went further and made a law saying that every Christian must believe in the Trinity. His law threatened punishment to anyone who disagreed; but Jews, Muslims and a few brave true Christians have consistently opposed this idea that God is three-in-one. 

They believe - rightly in our view – what the Bible taught from the beginning, namely that God is One.
Serving One God 
This belief that God is One is not only a `doctrine` to be believed. It is meant to have a big effect on the way we live. We should worship Him only, of course: but also because He is One - undivided in Himself - we should be undivided in our service to Him. ​"Hear O Israel, the LORD our God, the LORD is One. You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart .  .  soul .  .   and .  .   strength". (Deut 6:4-5, quoted by Jesus in Mark 12:29-30). 
In the next study we must see how the One God has revealed Himself and His designs for the earth in ways that we humans can understand -  
2. God tells us all that He wants us to know about Himself and His purpose,  in the Bible
The Bible is complete in itself. It consists of sixty-six sections (each one called a `book`). It begins with the creation of the earth and all the things that live on it, including ourselves, in Genesis chapter 1. When the work was completed, everything was `very good` (verse 31). Then it tells us how this `very good` state was spoiled when man disobeyed his Creator. But the Bible soon begins to tell us how God began a process that would repair the damage, and make all things very good again in the course of time. Man was shown that he could be forgiven if he believed what God said, if he confessed his sins, and offered sacrifices that would teach him important lessons, if he was willing to receive them.
Man`s problems and God`s solution
Further on in the Bible, this `way of salvation` is made steadily clearer.  But all humans make the same mistakes as the first man Adam. All fail to some extent, and sooner or later everyone dies. Then at last Jesus came, born of a woman and truly human as we all are, but begotten by the power of God. He succeeded where we have all failed. Unlike us he resisted all temptation and lived a perfect life. Then he allowed wicked men to crucify him and he died of his own free will, as the perfect sacrifice. In that way Jesus put this troublesome human nature behind him for ever, because God his Father raised him to perfect immortal life. 

Then the apostles of Jesus went out into the world inviting everyone to follow Jesus, to believe his teaching and sincerely try to live the same way. Those who obeyed this call would be forgiven and have the hope of enjoying eternal life when Jesus returns as King. Then the earth, which sinful men and women have so misruled, will be filled with God`s glory at last. The Bible ends with beautiful descriptions of the earth and its people when that `very good` state has been restored. Sin, pain, sorrow, and even death will be gone for ever, and God will be praised by all (Rev ch 21 & 22)
From start to finish
So the Bible tells the whole story, from beginning to end. For each period of history it gave men and women guidance as to the way they should live their lives. In the period before the Law that God revealed through Moses (beforeabout 1400 BC), people such as Abraham kept God`s `charge, His commandments, His statutes and His laws` (Gen 26:5).

 The Law given through Moses (Exodus to Deuteronomy)
This added details to those basic principles of living so that the whole Jewish nation could be governed by them. The Apostle Paul explains its purpose like this; “Why then the law? It was added because of transgressions, until the offspring (Jesus Christ) should come to whom the promise had been made” (Galatians 319). An entire nation could not be trusted to obey a few spiritual principles: there had to be detailed `do`s and don`ts, rewards and penalties. When that Law was complete, all were warned not to “add to it, or take from it” (Deut 12:32).  The great prophet Isaiah wrote “To the teaching and to the testimony! If they will not speak according to this word, it is because they have no dawn” (Isaiah 8:20).
The Coming of Christ
Finally, “God who at different times and in various ways spoke in times past to the fathers by the prophets, has in these last days spoken unto us by His son” (Hebrews 11:1-2). Jesus calls himself the `Alpha and Omega` (Rev 22:13). Alpha & Omega are the first and last letters of the Greek alphabet. In any language, everything is said by using the letters of the alphabet or their equivalent. So it is that God says everything that He wants to say to us in and through Jesus, who said “the Scripture cannot be broken” (John 10:35). Jesus is God`s “Word made flesh” (John 1:14). The last message sent to us from Jesus before he comes back as King is the Book of Revelation. In it he says that if we add to his words, God will add to us all the plagues described there, and if we take away from his words, God will take away our hope of eternal life (Rev 22:18-19). So, in the Bible, and as perfected in the work of Jesus, God`s revelation to us is complete.
Warning and Encouragement
Sadly, many religious men and women in every age have not accepted this.  Some `added` traditions that Jesus said “made the word of God void” (of no effect – see Matthew 15:3-8). Others added visions and revelations that they thought they had received. Others have `taken away`, either by rejecting parts of the Bible they do not agree with, or by neglecting them.  The people described in the Acts of the Apostles 17: 11 show us the right way – “now these Jews were more noble than those in Thessalonica; they received the word with all eagerness, examining the Scriptures daily to see if these things were so“. 
Next, we hope to look at some good reasons for believing that all this is true.  
3. God guided men to write the Bible. It contains many evidence of its truth.

Harmony
The short survey of the Bible that we have just done shows us something very remarkable. The Bible is made up of 66 sections called `books`. These books were written over a period of more than a thousand years, by all sorts of people, in different countries and in three languages, and yet as we saw, they tell one consistent story. They reveal a God who made everything and has a plan to make it all perfect. These Bible books describe how God gave freewill to one of His creatures – human beings - and how we human beings misused that freedom.  The Bible books also show how God is working through this human freewill to achieve His purpose. The harmony and consistency of these messages proves to me that the writers were being guided by Someone who knew the whole Plan from beginning to end. No other book or person does that.
History
Then we can apply practical tests. There is the test of history. Did the events that the Bible describes really happen?  When the Bible records are compared with the writings of the ancient historians such as Herodotus, they usually fit together exactly. In some places there are gaps, but as the archaeologists find more facts, the gaps get filled in. For instance, the accepted history of ancient Assyria and Babylon confirms the Bible. But there were problems in seeing how Egyptian history fitted with the Bible. But then at the end of the 20th Century younger Egyptologists worked out a different chronology. They argue that the usual view of Egyptian history has been `stretched out`, and that once that is corrected the match with the Bible is perfect, and other problems are solved at the same time. This move from doubt to agreement has happened repeatedly over the past 200 years. Sadly though, many people do not realise how strong the evidence is. 
Prophecy
Of course, proving that the Bible is true historically does not prove that it comes from God. However, the next argument does, I suggest. The Bible foretells the future. Unaided humans cannot do that. This was illustrated by the financial crisis that started in 2008 (the `Credit Crunch`) for instance. Bankers, Regulators and Governments alike did not see it coming and they blundered into it. By contrast, the Bible told us about the history of many nations, especially the Jews and other peoples of the Middle East, for thousands of years in advance. Isaiah chapters 40 to 44 are good examples. The chapters say that Jews would be scattered across the world because of their sins but at last they would be rescued and returned to their land (Isaiah 43:5-6 for instance), Over a period of 2000 years that has happened. Then comes the challenge to other religions and beliefs – `Can you do that? – if you can, we will believe you!` (Isaiah 41:19-24; 43:9-10). They can`t, of course, but the Bible writers did. So it is very reasonable to believe the other things that they say, too.  There are many other examples which I can send you: you only have to ask.
The life and resurrection of Jesus
Another wonderful example of Bible prophecy is the birth, life, death and resurrection of Jesus. These events were all described in detail hundreds of years before they happened. Because past promises were fulfilled, it is reasonable to believe that Jesus` promises to return will also be fulfilled (for example John 14:3,28; Rev 22:20). But more than that – the whole life of Jesus` was a miracle. He lived for about 33 years and never sinned (never fell below the perfect behaviour that God sets before us all as the ideal). And then when wicked men executed him by the horrible way of nailing him to a cross and leaving him to die, God raised him to life again. Although the grave was sealed and guarded, three days later it was empty, and his enemies could not produce his body!  His apostles, who had panicked when Jesus was arrested, spoke out boldly in the city of Jerusalem “God has made him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus, whom you crucified,” (Acts 2:36). “You killed the Author of life whom God has raised from the dead” (Acts 3:15).  No-one disproved them. No-one could. Jesus is alive for evermore. This gives him unique authority, and he said “the Scripture cannot be broken” (John 10:35).
The preservation of the Bible
Although written between 3,500 and 2,000 years ago, the Bible has survived many attempts to destroy it. Besides the texts which scholars used to translate our traditional Bibles, we have copies written before AD 500 of all the Bible books. In our great libraries there are parts of New Testament books dated before 200AD. Many scrolls of the Old Testament that were found in the Dead Sea Caves were written about 150BC - more than 100 years before the birth of Jesus. These ancient copies confirm that the text of the Bibles that we rely on today is amazingly accurate. 
4. God has definite plans to make the earth a place of peace and praise to Him, for ever.

The Bible begins with this grand statement in Genesis Chapter 1 – “In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. The earth was without form, and empty, and darkness was over the face of the deep”. 
Then in simple language the Book of Genesis goes on to tell us that stage by stage this earth was made habitable, and then filled with living things. First came light, so there was day and night; next the clouds lifted and there was clear air between the sea and the sky; then land was raised up out of the sea to make dry ground. Now all was ready for living creatures. In stage four God produced plants and trees and introduced the sunshine that they all need to make them grow; then came fishes, birds and animals; and finally `on the sixth day` man was created and introduced to all the other wonders that God had made. At each stage we are told that “God saw that it was good”, so it is clear that He had a definite plan in mind.

Man is special
Unlike the animals, man was made with the ability to consciously try to please his Maker. Genesis 1:28 says – “so God created man in His own image  .  .  .   male and female He created them. And God blessed them. And God said to them `Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth and subdue it, and have dominion over  .  .  .  every living thing that moves on the earth”. God was asking man to manage the earth on His behalf, but as we shall see in a later study, man satisfied his own desires instead. The result was that mankind and the earth came under a curse; and man became mortal, so that after a time he died.

A three-fold promise
God asks men and women to co-operate with Him. When they refuse to do so, God`s plans might be set back as it were, but they are not destroyed. Here are three examples to think about

1. Many years after the Creation, at the very beginning of the Jewish nation, the people refused to go into the land that had been promised to their fathers (the land of Canaan, now called Israel). As with the disobedience in Eden, that was another setback, but God said that His purpose was still firm. He said – “All the earth shall be filled with the glory of the LORD”. (Numbers 14:21).

2. Hundreds of years after that, (about 700 BC) when the Jewish nation were living in the land that was promised, they were disobeying God again. Things became so bad that the Assyrian army was sent to take the northern part of the nation into captivity. But God`s plans stayed in place. He repeated His promise: the time would come when “They shall not hurt or destroy in all my holy mountain, for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD, as the waters cover the sea” (Isaiah 11:9).

3. Another century later, the pattern was repeated again. Sins amongst the Jews who had been left in the south of the country became so bad that the Babylonian army was sent to take them into captivity too. And again the assurance was repeated, in even fuller form – “the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the LORD as the waters cover the sea”. (Habakkuk 2:14). This will be the most important feature of `the Kingdom of God`, as the Bible often calls it, with a King sent by God ruling world-wide in peace and justice. 
Jesus the key to God`s purpose
That 11th chapter of Isaiah starts with a promise that Someone very special would come to fulfil this promise of a world-wide kingdom. He is described as “a shoot out of the stump of Jesse”. Jesse was the father of King David, who set up a kingdom for God in Israel during Old Testament times. The promise was that one day a descendant of David would be born, who would make God`s long-term plans come true. Sure enough, one thousand years after King David, the time came for that special child to be born, and before his birth his mother was told – “You shall call his name Jesus. He will be great and will be called the son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob (Israel) for ever and of his kingdom there will be no end” (Luke 1:31-33).

Now we can see why Jesus, when he began teaching, told his followers to pray – `Your Kingdom Come, Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven` (Matthew 6:9-10). This is God`s plan for the earth on which we live.

The next study will show how clear promises about this were made to people throughout the Bible – people such as Noah, Abraham, David and the Apostles.                            
5.  God told people such as Noah, Abraham, David, the Prophets and Apostles about His plans

Study 3 presented some reasons for believing that when God created the earth and all that is in it, He had a clear purpose in mind. That purpose is that the earth will be filled with His glory. If you look at Exodus chapters 33:18 to 34:8, you will see that God`s glory is not only power and light and physical things like that. His `glory` includes His character, His mercy and also His justice. 

This is why God gives people laws; because when people keep them they become a little bit more like God Himself – they are showing His glory in their lives here and now. It is not possible, though, for the whole earth to be filled with God`s glory by the effort of a few individuals in each generation. Men and women have free will, so the people who want to be obedient will always be out-numbered by those who decide to please themselves. 

An appeal to individuals
Through the ages, God`s method has been to tell particular people called prophets and apostles about His plans and His laws. They were told to pass on the information to everybody who would listen. That way, although only a minority in each generation would listen, over the centuries a `great multitude` (Rev 7:9) would steadily be formed. Of course, each generation would die, but the God who made Adam & Eve from the dust in the first place can just as easily re-create (or `resurrect`) those who die. The result will be that when the Resurrection takes place, this `great multitude` will be alive again, eager to fill the earth with God`s glory as He has always planned.

So, one stage at a time, God announced His plans and his promises.

To Noah God promised that the earth would never again be destroyed by a flood, and the rainbow would be the guarantee of that (Gen 9:11-15).
To Abraham (Ibrahim) God promised that he would have many descendants; that he would possess the land that we call `Israel`; and that one of his descendants in particular would bring blessing to all mankind (Gen 12:1-3, 15:4-7, 22:16-18). In time, some of Abraham`s descendants (the Jewish people) were formed into a kingdom, with their own king, and much later again Jesus (the special descendant promised to Abraham) was born (Matthew 1:1).
To Prophets and Psalmists God promised that some time in the future He would create a world-wide kingdom in which these promises to Abraham and his family would be fulfilled. God would be obeyed, and the human race would at last enjoy peace and justice (Psalm 72, Isaiah 2, Amos 9:11-15).
To King David God promised a descendant who also would be the son of God, and would be so special that he would reign over this kingdom for ever. In Study 4 we looked briefly at Luke chapter 1 - `the Christmas story` - and saw that Jesus is that One who was promised so long before.
To the `Son of David`, God had promised rulership over the nations (Psalm 2:7-9). and when he (Jesus) did come, one thousand years later, he promised to share that position with his `apostles`, which is what he called the twelve men who followed him most closely. (Matthew 19:28).
To the Apostles  Jesus promised that they would be administrators in his kingdom (Luke 22:28-30). It will therefore be a real practical government – a fair one, that works for the benefit of all (Psalm 72).
To his ordinary followers, amazingly, Jesus promised, (and still promises) the opportunity to help him in that wonderful work of turning this misused planet into a place of peace and praise and plenty. He says in Revelation 2:26-29 that he wants to share with us the promise that his Father made to him (`The Son of David`) in that prophecy written one thousand years earlier in Psalm 2. Jesus seriously wants us to help him to fill the earth `with the glory of the LORD`!  When he returns to the earth it will start to happen.   

In a dozen other places the Scripture assures us that this is the serious invitation of Almighty God to you and me. (Ask me and I`ll send you a list !) This is the way in which `all nations will be blessed in Abraham and his descendants`, as promised so long ago.

We must next think about God and His laws – and what happens when we humans break them.
QUESTIONS ON STUDY 1. 
(God is One, the Father, and the Creator of all.  He is All-powerful) 
1. List at least 3 things you believe about God. 

2. Do you believe that there is one God, or many? 

3. If you believe in one God, is He One (the `Father`) or Three-in-One?

  QUESTIONS ON STUDY 2. 
(God tells us all that He wants us to know about Himself and His purpose, in the Bible)
1. What do you think that the Bible can do for us?

2. Do you believe we need other revelations or visions?

3. Whose human life gives you the truest idea about God?

QUESTIONS ON STUDY 3. 
(God guided men to write the Bible. It contains many evidences of its truth)
1. In what ways do you think that the Bible is different from other books?

2. What Bible prophecies do you know that have come true about:

a) The Jewish people 

b) Any other nation

c) Jesus

 QUESTIONS ON STUDY 4.
(God has definite plans to make the earth a place of peace and praise to Him)
1. Do you believe that the earth was created by God for a purpose 

   or that man evolved from animals and everything came by chance ?

2. If created for a purpose, what do you think that purpose is?

3. What is the main superiority of humans over other animals?

  QUESTIONS ON STUDY 5.  

(God told Noah, Abraham, David, the Prophets and Apostles about His plans)
1.  What was the usual method used by God to spread His message?

2. Find three promises made to Abraham (Gen chapterss 12, 13, 15, 17, 22).


a)

b)

c)

3.  Who is the special descendant (son) promised to Abraham, who would  bring forgiveness of sins and many other blessings to mankind?

4. Psalm 32 and Acts 3:25-6 tell us which of the promises to Abraham is the most important.  Can you spot which  it is ?

6. God wants all people to serve Him happily, so He made laws. These laws also are in the Bible.

It is plain to see that we men and women have happier lives if we are all subject to laws – that is if they are good laws and they apply to everyone equally. The Bible says that the laws contained in its pages were given by God our Creator; and that by keeping them we shall not only be happier as a society, but we shall be pleasing to God. If we want to be part of His family, then pleasing God is what we shall desire to do.
In the beginning
The first law was to individuals, and it was very simple. We shall soon see how that first law was broken, and what the consequences were. Then, as the human population grew, more laws were added with the intention of limiting evil and keeping society under control. But only six chapters into the Bible, we read this – “God saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every imagination of the thought of his heart was only evil continually” (Gen 6:5). The result was the great flood from which Noah and his family alone were saved. Already, the division between those who wanted to please God and those who refused was very clear.
When we reach the lifetime of Abraham we find that God`s law had developed further, although we are not told all the details at that stage. In Gen 26:5, Isaac is reminded that his father Abraham “obeyed God`s voice, and kept His charge, commandments, statutes and laws”. God was making a fresh start, as it were, with Abraham`s family.  A few hundred years later the family had grown into a nation, as had been promised to Abraham in Gen 12:2.  God wanted this nation to be an example to all others, so, with more people to control, a fuller system of law was necessary.
The Law given through Moses
This brings us to `The Law of Moses`, described in the books of Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy. The Apostle Paul in the New Testament explains that “the Law was added because of transgressions until the offspring (Jesus Christ) should come to whom the promise had been made” (Galatians 3:19). In other words, the reason why the Law of Moses was so detailed was because a whole nation could not be trusted to apply the great principles of loving God 

wholeheartedly and loving their neighbours as themselves. Lots of do`s and don’t`s had to be spelled out, with penalties enforced for disobedience. In each generation though, there were people like Abraham who wanted to do as God asked because they loved Him. These were the people whom God was really seeking. In His mercy they would be part of His eternal purpose.
When Jesus came, the Law of Moses was getting near to its end. Jesus said he did not come to destroy it but to fulfill it (Matthew 5:17), and this is what he did. He obeyed it perfectly, showing everyone exactly how it should be kept. But then, because he exposed the hypocrisy of the Jewish leaders, they executed him. That was the worst act of rebellion committed by the Jewish nation, and a few years later, the Romans destroyed their city and temple. With the temple destroyed it was not possible to keep the Law of Moses properly, so it was finished. In a more fundamental way, however, in the marvellous wisdom of God, the death of Jesus was also the final sacrifice for sins. That is a subject for later studies, but Jesus` sacrifice superseded the details of the Law of Moses – it fulfilled them and did away with the need for them.  

The Teaching of Jesus
The basic principles of God`s laws – loving God and our fellow-humans – remain always, of course. After the Jewish nation was scattered by the Romans, God concentrated once more on individuals, both Jews and Gentiles (non-Jews). Now, people are called out by the Gospel to become His children and to follow Jesus, wherever they live. God`s laws for us in these days are contained in the teaching of Jesus, recorded in the Gospels. Matthew chapters 5 to 7 give us a clear summary, for instance.
When the time is right, (very soon I believe), Jesus will return and start to fill the earth with God`s glory, as promised. Then God`s law will be enforced world-wide and will gradually bring all mankind under God`s control. It will bring peace and great contentment to all who are willing to accept God`s way. “Many peoples shall say `Let us go up  .  .  .  to the House of the God of Jacob, that He may teach us His ways and that we may walk in His paths` for out of Zion shall go forth the law, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem” (Isaiah 2:3).
What a wonderful hope by which to guide our lives!
    
7. From the beginning most human beings disobeyed God`s laws.  

     The Bible calls this `sin`.
As we have stressed before, when the work of creation was completed, “God saw everything that He had made, and indeed it was very good” (Gen 1:31). Only one of God`s creatures was able to understand God`s intention in all this, and that creature was of course Man. At the beginning there were only Adam and his wife Eve, and they were placed in a fertile garden (Gen 2:8). Although creation was `very good`, they were given the responsibility to control it (Gen 1:28). Some animals for instance could be domesticated, and the ground itself needed cultivating (Gen 2:15). Adam began this controlling process by giving names to the various creatures (Gen 2:20), and then when his wife was formed he chose her name too - `Eve` or `Chavah`, which means `Life` (Gen 3:20). Adam had the company of angels (which is one reason why God uses the word `us` in these chapters). He also had the company of the animals, and now he was blessed by having a wife. So far, all was peace and co-operation. 
The coming of sin
One restriction was placed upon the man and his wife. They could eat any fruit or vegetable in the garden except one. The exception was “the tree of the knowledge of good and evil”. God had said “of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day you eat thereof you will surely die” (Gen 2:17). It was a simple law, but it tested their willingness to obey. We are not told how long they kept that law but they did keep it until a different voice suggested that God did not mean what He said, “The serpent (snake) said to the woman, `You will not surely die`”. Worse than that, he suggested that God had a hidden motive “God knows that in the day you eat it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like gods, knowing good and evil”. Then Eve began to doubt: she saw the attractiveness of the fruit, and although there were many other fruits, she did so want the one that had been forbidden. She took the forbidden fruit and ate it. She gave also unto her husband and he ate it. Immediately they knew that a change had occurred: they were aware of their sexuality and aware of their sin. They made loincloths of leaves, and they hid in the garden (Gen 3:7-13).
The nature of sin                                                                                    Simple though this lawbreaking was, it happened through disbelief and defiance.

Disbelief and defiance cause much of the wickedness that has filled the earth ever since. Men and women convince themselves that “there is no God” (Psalm 14:1), or “the Lord does not see” (Psalm 94:7), or that He is not the sort of God who is bothered about how humans behave (Ezekiel 8:12, 9:9). But even when people who do want to please God slip up and do the wrong thing (or fail to do the right thing), they are guilty of sin also.
Sin is `missing the mark`
Many people do not think of themselves as `sinners` because they do not commit big crimes like murder or robbery. The Bible has many words for the different ways in which people disobey Him, but they are all described as `sin`. The most common words used to describe sin in the Bible really mean `to miss the mark`. This is true in the Hebrew Old Testament and also in the Greek New Testament The `mark` that we should aim at is complete obedience to God, and when we `miss it`, whether by much or little, that is a `sin`. So we are all sinners. In different ways we all make the same mistake as Adam, and we all die.
The tragedy of sin
The sin in the Garden of Eden had dreadful results for all who were involved. The serpent was condemned to move around without legs and to live on soil like a big earthworm. The woman would conceive more children, and do so in sorrow, being subject to her husband. Both of them would be banished from that lovely place and man would work hard to get a living from ground that would lose its fertility. Illness would afflict them and finally, sooner or later, they would die. You can read the sad story in Gen 3:14-23.
Hints of a remedy
However, there were encouraging signs that God had not abandoned His purpose and that there was still hope. Adam and Eve did not die immediately: they were given time to repent. Although they made excuses (Gen 3:12-13), they did admit that they had disobeyed; and the fact that they were given clothing made from skins (Gen 3:21) suggests that God `covered` their sin. The idea of `covering sin` is one of the Bible`s lovely picture-ways of describing forgiveness.

Further, the promise in Gen 3:15 that one of their descendants would `crush the serpent`s head` assured them that the time would come when One of their descendents would abolish temptation and sin for ever. 
8. Because of sin, we die. Death is the end of life, not the entrance to     either paradise or torment.

The first man and woman chose to please themselves instead of pleasing God. The law that God gave them was simple – “of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day you eat thereof you will surely die” (Gen 2:17).  But Adam, at Eve`s prompting, disobeyed and so they both died. They did not die on that day, so we can believe that Adam and his wife were forgiven. But sins have their after-effects, even when they have been forgiven, and so it was with Adam and Eve. They lived a long time (Gen 5:5) but at last they died.
Death comes to all
Adam had at least three sons, Cain, Abel, and Seth. They inherited their parents` nature, so some time they would die too. Abel had faith and tried to live in the way that God wanted him to live, but Cain the eldest did not. He envied his brother Abel and killed him (Gen 4).  Seth was a better man, more like his brother Abel, but in course of time he died also (Gen 5:7).  That is how it has been ever since: some people are wicked, others try to be good, but everyone `misses the mark`, which is to obey perfectly the instructions God gave us. In other words, we all sin. As a result, everyone dies in the end. It started with Adam and Eve, but we all make similar mistakes, and we all die. The Apostle Paul in the New Testament summed it up – “by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men for that all have sinned`” (Romans 5:12).
The reality of death
Many people are reluctant to believe that we really die. They see that the body dies, of course, but they think that the real personality lives on after death. They think that people who serve God go to be with Him in heaven but the others are punished. Some ideas about this are extreme and very crude, but almost all religions cling to this belief in some form. The Bible is almost alone in teaching that death simply means the end of life. 

Gen 2:7 tells us about the creation of Adam – “the LORD God formed man from the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and man became a living being”. We can think of it as a simple equation, like this: 
Dust plus God`s `breath` (or spirit, it`s the same word in Hebrew) = a living being. 

Death is the opposite: 
A living being minus God`s breath or spirit = dust again.
The men whose words ate recorded in the other books of the Old Testament understood this. Here are three examples:

1. Job 34:14 – “if He should take back His spirit to Himself and gather to Himself His breath, all flesh would perish together and man would return to dust”.
2. Psalm 6:5 – “in death there is no remembrance of You; in the grave, who shall give You thanks ?” 

3. Psalm 49:14 – “like sheep they go to the grave; death shall be their shepherd. Straight to the grave they descend and their form shall waste away. But God will ransom my life from the power of the grave, for He will receive me”.
Here are three more examples to show that the New Testament says the same thing:

1. John 3:13 – “No-one has ascended to heaven but he that descended from heaven – the Son of man”.
2. John 3:16 – “God so loved the world that He gave His only-begotten son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have everlasting life”. 

The choice is between living for ever, and perishing.

3. Acts 2:34 – “David did not ascend into the heavens”. Not even David, `the man after God`s own heart`. 
Assurances of a remedy
If you ask, I can send you many more examples of the Bible`s teaching about death, but let us end on a happy note. The man who wrote Psalm 49 was very confident that God would rescue him from the grave: he knew that some day God would raise him from death to new life. `He will receive me`, he said.  He was sure that he would be an exception to the sad rule that men and women just die and decay like animals. 

Likewise Daniel (12:2) said “Many that sleep in the dust of the earth shall arise: some to everlasting life  .  .  .” . We can all share in this wonderful hope, and if God permits we will find out more about this in a later study.
9. The dead are not conscious of anything.  But some who have died will be raised (brought back to life) again. 
This statement that the dead are truly dead and not alive somewhere else is so unusual that we should spend more time thinking about it. Almost all the religions of the world have the idea that the real person is something invisible inside the body, and that when the body dies the real person leaves it and goes somewhere else. Thousands of years ago the ancient Egyptians believed this, and it is still central to most religions today. In English the words `soul` or `spirit` are both used to describe this `invisible self` that people wrongly believe in. From this idea comes the belief that living people can receive messages from those who have died, and anyone with a reputation for arranging such communications is often sought after by grieving relatives.

Evils arising from false belief
The idea that the dead are alive in some other place is mistaken. Worse than that, it leads to some very evil consequences. If you think the dead are not really dead, then you worry whether there is a place where the wicked are punished. From that comes the false and horrible belief in hell-fire torments. I know that Jesus spoke about `hell-fire` (literally `Gehenna-fire`, Matthew 18:8) but when he was here on earth, `Gehenna` was the name of the rubbish dump outside Jerusalem where rubbish was burned. The word `Gehenna` just stands for `complete destruction`, not endless torments. But people who fear that their loved ones are being tormented in `hell` or `purgatory` feel they have to pay priests to offer prayers for them.  As if God will forgive people if you pay enough money!!

Another evil is the idea that dead people need gifts or service of some kind; or that they have mysterious powers to help or even to curse those who are still alive.  This leads to the worship of dead ancestors and saints, and even making images of them; or the belief that dead saints or imams can speak to God on our behalf. These are practices that the Bible forbids (Leviticus 19:31, 20:6).  God is One, and we should worship Him alone; and do so only through Christ, not through people who wrongly claim to be priests  -

“For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus” (I Timothy 2:5).
The True Hope
The last study quoted a few places where the Bible denies this idea that we continue to live after death. Another is Ecclesiastes 3:19, which says that man dies just like the beasts die – “All go to one place; all are of the dust and all turn to dust again”. Apart from the mercy of God, that is the end. But as we saw earlier, God has from the beginning been calling men and women to serve Him, so that the earth can be filled with His glory, as He promised. Although most of the people who answered this call have died, God who gave life by `breathing the spirit of life` into dust to create Adam can as easily breathe His spirit back into the remains of those who have died. Isaiah tells us that is exactly what God will do – Isa 26:14. Writing about some pagan people he says “they are dead, they shall not live; they are deceased, they shall not rise”. But then in verse 19 he is assured that he and all who like him have served God will be raised to life again. To him God says “Your dead shall live, their bodies shall arise, awake and sing, you who dwell in the dust,  .  .  the earth shall cast out the dead!”  

Isaiah looked forward to enjoying the reward for faithfulness that we saw described in Psalm 49:15 and Daniel 12:1-3. So can we !

One Man who defeated death
We have started all our studies in the Old Testament. This is right, because the Old Testament lays the foundations for our understanding of God`s ways. In the Old Testament we even have a few examples of dead people being raised to life again by God`s power; but of course those people died again later in the normal way so that was not the wonderful resurrection to eternal life that the Bible promises.  Up to the present time in the world`s history, only one dead person has been raised to eternal life, and that is Jesus. The evidence that Jesus truly did rise from death is massive – none of the attempts to explain the facts in any other way will stand careful examination, as we hope to see later on in this series. 

Jesus said - “I died, and I am alive for evermore, and have the keys of death and the grave”  (Rev 1:18). 

A clever lawyer named Saul was changed from an enemy of Jesus into a follower when he saw Jesus, gloriously alive again after his death. He wrote “Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep” (I Corinthians 15:20). The words“First fruits” – imply a future harvest. We can be part of it!
QUESTIONS ON STUDY 6 
(God wants all people to serve Him happily, so He made laws. 
1. What happened to the wicked people described in Gen 6:5?

2. Do you think that we should still keep the Law given through Moses?

3. Which nation, descended from Abraham, were expected to be an example to others?
    QUESTIONS ON STUDY 7
(From the beginning most human beings disobeyed God`s laws. The Bible     calls this `sin`)
1. What do you understand by the word  ‘sin’? 

Give at least three examples of ways that people sin.

2. Explain in your own words what happened when Adam and Eve sinned. 

3. Was the serpent that spoke to Eve an animal? Explain your answer.

  QUESTIONS ON STUDY 8
(Because of sin, we die.  It is the end of life, not the entrance to paradise or   torment)
1. Why do people die, in your opinion?

2. When people die, are they really alive somewhere else ? Please explain.

3. Why do you think that the Bible describes death as `sleep`?

  QUESTIONS ON STUDY 9
(The dead are not conscious of anything. But some will be brought back to life  again) 
1. Look at Lev 19:31 and 20:6. What do they say?

2. What hope do you have for life after death? Explain your own hope
3. Do you think the wicked will be punished for ever in hell fire

10. Sin and temptation – the desires to go our way instead of God`s way – are deep  within our nature.

The first five studies were bright and encouraging ones. They were about God Himself and the wonderful plans that He has for the earth. But then we had to face the fact that we humans have not co-operated willingly with our Creator. Most of the time we have disobeyed Him in major and tragic ways, and even people with good intentions fail sometimes. The Bible calls this disobedience `sin`, and we have seen how sin has resulted in death. However, one man has succeeded where all the rest of us failed. That man is Jesus, and in the next few sections we hope to see that through him God offers to save all who really do want to be part of His plan to fill this earth with His glory.
Facing unpleasant facts
But first we must face the facts about this human nature of ours. We saw how the first human pair were tempted and chose to please themselves rather than God (Gen 3). Then their oldest son Cain killed his brother Abel (Gen 4). Within a few more generations human behaviour had become so bad that all mankind were destroyed by a flood, only one family having the faith to be saved (Gen 6). The urge to please SELF had become so strong that it was the ruling principle in human life. It is true that in order to survive, men and women need courage and determination, and these qualities are gifts from God; but when they oppose the laws of God they lead to sin. That is the situation that we find ourselves in now – we all have this resistance to the laws of God deep inside ourselves: we want to live our lives our own way.

Human waywardness
In the New Testament the Apostle Paul tells us how much he wanted to please God, but he described his experience this way – “I do not do what I want, but I do the very thing I hate  .  .  .  So I find a law, that when I want to do right, evil lies close at hand;  Wretched man that I am !  Who shall deliver me from this body of death? I thank God, through Jesus Christ our Lord”. It is a good idea to carefully read for ourselves what he says in Romans 7:15-25. In a later study, God Willing, we shall learn more about the way that God has opened, through Jesus, for us to escape from `this body of death`. But for now, let us be very clear in our minds about this human resistance of ours to the will of God, and how strong it is.
The experience of Jeremiah
Back in the Old Testament, this is what Jeremiah says about human nature           “I know O Lord, that the way of man is not in himself. It is not in man who walks to direct his steps” (Jeremiah 10:23). In other words, we might think we know what to believe and how to live, but unless we go about it God`s way we shall go astray. Later in his book, Jeremiah gives us the reason for this – “The heart is deceitful above all things and desperately sick; who can understand it?” (Jer 17:9). Jeremiah knew this better than most people. He had to force himself to be a prophet of God when he didn`t want to be (Jer 1:4-10). He tried to give up because he was so badly treated (Jer 20:9-10), but he had to continue. And although he spoke God`s messages and warnings to his own people in Jerusalem for over 40 years, they refused to listen. At last because of their unbelief they were taken captive to Babylon, as Jeremiah sadly recorded in his chapter 52.
Rules and ceremonies not the answer 
Jeremiah`s fellow-citizens loved to think that they could please God and have their sins forgiven by performing rituals and ceremonies despite their bad behaviour. That was not good even when those ceremonies were part of the law of God.  People still make that mistake today. This was also the case when Jesus was here. The religious leaders at that time had made hundreds of rules that covered every detail of life. Some rules for instance concerned how people should wash before eating. People were taught that if they failed to keep these rules they were `defiled`, (meaning `not acceptable to God`). 
A matter of the heart
Jesus said that what `defiles` us is not what goes into our mouths but what comes out of them! (Matthew 15:17-20). Then he went on to say – “out of the heart come evil thoughts, murder, adultery, sexual immorality, theft, false witness, slander”.  It`s a big problem, but we can look forward to discovering the solution !  

These principles will help us to understand what the Bible writers mean when they use the words `the devil`, and `satan`. We shall see that the Bible itself explains the terms that it uses, and that we can only learn what its meaning is by starting at the beginning and allowing the Bible to teach us. If we have ignored the Old Testament we are sure to misunderstand what we read in the New Testament.
11. `Satan`, and `the devil` are dramatic ways of describing human

          waywardness in all its forms.

We just had a hard look at the realities of human nature: that the desires to please ourselves are deep within all of us. We see it plainly as we observe the world around us. Try adding up the proportion of human effort that goes into trying to stop people doing what they shouldn`t do – armies and the supply of weapons, police and their equipment, the security industry in all its forms, courts and prisons, anti-terrorist protection, surveillance and private detectives. The list is almost endless. The point for us is that we are all made of the same stuff. The desires that make all this necessary are in us too, and when we give way to them we not only make other people unhappy, we sin against God.
A grim picture !
The apostle John describes it this way (1 John 2:16) – “All that is in the world – the desires of the flesh and the desires of the eyes and pride in possessions – is not from the Father but from the world”. The apostle Paul, who told us about his own struggles against sin in Romans chapter 7, puts the contest into picture-language in chapter 6. He compares Sin and Righteousness to two rival kings who own slaves. If we live to please ourselves we are serving `King Sin`, but when we repent and try to please God instead, we become servants of `King Righteousness` (Romans 6:16-23). He says “Now that you have been set free from sin and have become slaves of God, the fruit you get leads to sanctification (being set apart for God), and the end – eternal life. For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord”.
A wicked angel ?
We know that many religions have the idea that there is a god of evil, or a wicked angel called `Satan` or `Eblis` who tempts people and is the source of all the evil in the world. But this is a mistake. Do you notice that in this whole section in the letter to the Romans, the one we just looked at, Paul never uses the words `devil` or `satan`? The reason is that these are simply other ways of describing temptation and sin in their various forms, not names for an evil angel who can invade human minds. Another Bible book - the letter to the Hebrews - tells us that Jesus “destroyed the one who has the power of death, that is the devil” (Hebrews 2:14). Then in chapter 9:26 we are told that he “put away sin by the sacrifice of himself”. Jesus `destroyed the devil`: Jesus `put away sin` - these are simply two ways of saying the same thing. 
Starting in the Old Testament
As always, the Old Testament lays the foundation for our understanding. Back in Genesis chapter 3:1-15 we saw how the first temptation came to the man and his wife from outside themselves. A creature called a serpent or snake suggested that God did not mean what He said, and that they could disobey God`s law without any penalties. Some people say that inside this snake there was an evil angel called the devil or satan. But when they were found out, Adam blamed his wife and she blamed the snake. The snake however did not blame anybody else and had to take the blame itself. That shows there was no-one else to blame. Further, the snake was punished by having to crawl without legs and live on soil like a big earthworm. This disproves the other idea that an evil angel disguised himself as a snake, because no-one believes that there is a wicked angel crawling about eating soil!  This strange unique snake was responsible, on its own, for the temptation, but Adam and Eve made their own choice.
The snake- or dragon-symbol
This record leads us to see how snake-like creatures such as `dragons` or crocodiles are used in the later books of the Bible as a picture of opposition to God. Eve took the snake`s suggestions into her mind. She adopted its way of thinking, that God can be disobeyed without punishment. From then on, when a human organisation rebelled against God , the snake or dragon picture was used to describe it. Here are three clear examples to study on your own – 

Babylon: (Jeremiah 51:34),  Egypt: (Ezekiel 32:2),  Rome: (Daniel 7:19-28). 

Daniel 7:19-28, which is a word-picture prophesying the rise of Rome, helps us to  understand the Book of Revelation, because Rome ruled the world when Jesus was here. Rome crucified Jesus and persecuted the apostles. Rome was `that old serpent, the devil and satan` at the time when the book was written (Revelation 12:9). When Jesus returns, many will oppose him because they will still want their own way; but Jesus will bring all evil under control at last.  This is described as `Satan being bound` (Revelation 20:1-3), and it can`t happen quickly enough! 

The next study will look at more of the ways in which these words `devil` and `satan` are used in the Bible.
12.  The word `satan` means `opposer`; `devil` means `slanderer`. 

         This is what human nature does.
One of the reasons why Christadelphians differ from many Christians who study and quote the Bible is that we start at the beginning and let the Bible explain to us what its words mean. We have seen from Genesis chapter 3 how temptation was put before Adam and Eve by a very unusual snake (or `serpent`) who could think and express his ideas to them. There is no evidence that this creature produced offspring physically, and there are no serpents like that now; but its ideas had entered our first parents` minds and produced sin. By its words it had caused sin, so in a spiritual way it was the `father` of sinners. It had slandered God by saying that He had bad reasons for giving them His law:  “God knows that in the day you eat it your eyes will be opened and you will be like gods, knowing good and evil”. (Genesis 3:5). That tendency to doubt God`s Word is in all human minds now.  

The word translated `devil` means `slanderer` (accusing someone falsely)
In the New Testament, the word which is often translated `devil` really means `slanderer`. That helps us to see what Jesus meant when he said to sinful people “you are of your father the devil” (John 8:44). In Matthew 23:33 he called them “serpents, a brood of vipers”. Earlier, a prophet called `John the Baptist`, who had introduced Jesus to the nation, said to some of them “you brood of vipers, who warned you to flee from the wrath (God`s anger) to come?” (Matt 3:7).. That is what human nature does – it slanders God, and fellow-humans too: it is `the devil`. In some places in English bibles this Greek word `diabolos` is translated `slanderer`, and it would be better if it was always translated `slanderer` instead of being rendered `devil`. Some translators make things harder by spelling the word with a big `D` - `the Devil`. This leads people to think that `the Devil` is the name of a superhuman evil being.  But the Greek language used in the Bible did not start names with capital letters in the way that we do. 

Here are some places where the word is used  –

1. John 6:70 – “Jesus answered them, `Did I not choose you, the twelve, and     one of you is a devil ?” (meaning Judas who betrayed him).
2. 1 Timothy 3:11 – “their wives also must be dignified, not slanderers (devils – diabolous)”.

3.  Titus 2:3 - “older women are to be reverent in behaviour, not slanderers (`devils` - diabolous)”.
The reason why these quotations are from the New Testament is that the word `devil` never occurs in the Old Testament ! (You can find the word `devils` in some English translations, but it should be `demons` - a word describing imaginary gods worshipped by nations surrounding Israel). For thousands of years God`s people were taught about sin, and they were blamed when they sinned, but never were they taught that their sins were due to a superhuman tempter. Obviously, there isn`t one – the source of sin is human nature itself.
The word satan means `adversary` or `opponent` - (someone or something that resists what another wants to do)
It would be better if this word `satan` was always translated, too. But unlike `devil`, the word `satan` is found in the Old Testament and the New Testament alike. The serpent had opposed God by saying “you will not surely die”. It contradicted what God said, so it was a satan. Anyone who resists another`s purpose is a satan. Jesus called the apostle Peter `satan` when Peter tried to stop him obeying his Father`s will (Mat 16:23). But unlike the word devil (`diabolos`) which always describes something bad, satans (opponents) can be either good or bad.  When a false prophet tried to curse the nation of Israel, “the angel of the Lord took his stand in the way as his adversary” (Hebrew satan, Num 22:22).  Later, when King Solomon was turning away from the service of the true God, “the Lord raised up an adversary (satan) against Solomon, Hadad the Edomite” (1Kings 11:14). Another adversary (satan) called Rezon is mentioned in verse 23. 

It is true though, that most often the word satan describes someone who is an opponent or adversary to God and His people. The idea that this tempter is a superhuman being is very common. It is found in Judaism, Islam and the big Christian churches, and people do think that the Bible teaches it. So next we ought to look at some rather special references to `the devil and satan`, and see what they really do mean. 

 Unless we understand the `back-story` behind the Bible chapters that mention `the Devil`, or `Satan`, we are very likely to misunderstand them.
13. We are tempted by our own desires. There is no superhuman `satan` in God`s universe.   
Before moving on to happier things, we must look at some special places in the Bible which refer to `satan` and `the devil`.  We have to ask `if this is not a super-human evil being, who or what is it?` 

We start with the Old Testament because `satan` (though never `the devil`) is mentioned there in a way that seems to contradict what I am suggesting. There are two clear examples where someone called `Satan` appears, but when you think about the background to the story it is clear that `Satan` is a character in a kind of drama set in a tribunal, or a court of law. In these `dramas`, `Satan` represents the opposition to God`s ways that was coming from men and women at the time. Real situations are described in a dramatic way, as in a play.
The Satan in the Book of Job.  

Job was the most godly person of his time. He was also very rich and powerful. It was natural for envious minds to suggest that Job only served God because God rewarded him with the good things of this life. The `sons of God` (Job 1:6) are His worshippers: we are not told whether they are angels or humans.  A character called Satan appears in the early scenes of the drama (the first two chapters of the book) to oppose Job - that is, to be a satan to him. Satan makes this evil suggestion openly, and God gives Satan the power to test this out.  Then in plainer language from chapter 3 onwards we see how Job trusted in God and survived the test, in spite of his friends who echo `Satan`s` accusations. Finally in chapter 42:11 his family console him for all the trouble that the Lord had brought upon him. The Satan character, having played his part, has disappeared. 

In Isaiah 45:7 God says “I form the light and create darkness, I make well-being and create calamity. I am the LORD who does all these things”. The idea of a rival god who is responsible for evil is quite wrong.
The Satan in Zechariah chapter 3. 

This book describes the rebuilding of Jerusalem and the Temple after they were destroyed by the Babylonians. There was much opposition from Samaritan people who were transported into the area after the Jews were taken away. In the purpose of God, however, this opposition would be defeated, and the rebuilding 

of the Temple would succeed. Ezra chapter 4 describes this in plain language. Zech 3 is a vision which shows this contest in the form of another play or drama. Here the Satan character represents the opposition from these Samaritans, who would be `rebuked` by the angel of God. The High Priest would then change his working clothes to Priest`s robes, and the Temple services would start again. This was the meaning at the time.

More important, the chapter is also a wonderful prophecy of the crowning of Jesus as our perfect High Priest. Jesus was born about 400 years later. The Hebrew name `Joshua` means the same as `Jesus`. Both names mean `Yah shall save`, (`Yah` is a short form of God`s name `Yahweh`). Joshua`s garments were soiled – building is dirty work. This represented human nature which as we have seen is `dirty` stuff. When Jesus was here he had the same nature as we do, but because he always pleased God he was raised to life again with God`s nature – like the High Priest changing his robes for clean and splendid ones. 

So now we go to the New Testament to see how Jesus` temptations are shown in the same dramatic way – Jesus versus the devil or satan.
The Satan who tempted Jesus Matt 4:1-11; Mark 1:12-13; Luke 4:1-13.  

These temptations of Jesus are recorded in three Gospels, which shows us how important they are. If we forget what the Old Testament tells us about temptation, they do seem to say that an evil super-human visited Jesus. But here we have one more Bible `drama`. Remember - when we asked where opposition to God comes from, the answer in plain (not picture) language was always “from human nature”.  Jesus shared this nature. Look at Luke 4:6, where the devil showed Jesus all the kingdoms of the world in a moment. This could only happen in his own mind, because even from space you can only see half of the world. 

Then this satan offered Jesus all the glory of these kingdoms, saying “it has been delivered unto me, and I give it to whom I will”. So we ask “who has the world been promised to, and who has the right to share it with others ?” The answer is in Psalm 2:8-9; Luke 22:28-30; Rev 2:26-7. The world has only ever been promised to Jesus, and he was so sure of it that he promised his followers a share in it. This temptation therefore was in his own mind, as were the others. Temptations came into Jesus` mind in his human weakness, but he always overcame them by recalling the words of God.                    This is the example that he gives to us, showing how we should resist temptation too. 
QUESTIONS ON STUDY 10

(Sin and temptation are deep within human nature)
1.  What do you think comes most naturally to us humans:

a. To please ourselves or to try to please God?

b. To think and do good things or evil things?

2. What does Jesus teach us about evil thinking in Mark 7:20-23.?

QUESTIONS ON STUDY 11
(Satan and the Devil are dramatic ways to describe human waywardness)
1. Did the serpent make Eve eat the forbidden fruit or could Eve choose?

2. Many people believe that there is a wicked angel, who tempts us.                
The Qu`ran calls him `Iblis`. Some Christians call him ‘Lucifer’. 

Read Isaiah 14:1-23, then say who `Lucifer` (or the `Daystar`) really was.

    3.    How does Hebrews 2:14 describe the devil ?

QUESTIONS ON STUDY 12

(`Satan` means `opposer`. `Devil` means `slanderer`)
      1.   What do you think is the source of sin?

      2. In the Bible what do you understand by the term ‘satan’?                                                          
     3.   To whom was Jesus referring in John 6:70?


QUESTIONS ON STUDY 13


(We are tempted by our own desires)
1. What does James 1:13-15 teach us about temptation?

       2.   Which of the following describes what you understand by Satan in  

   the book of Job? 

a. A superhuman evil being

b. A character expressing the envy of Job’s neighbours and unhelpful friends

c. Anyone else ?

14. God`s plan to fill the earth with His glory has not failed.    

He is still working towards it right now.
In studies 2 to 5 we looked briefly at the wonderful plans for this Earth described in the Bible. Before we could go further we had to see how and why things appeared to go wrong. God had given one of His creatures the privilege of free will, and that creature of course was Man. God desires us to love Him as children love their father, and not simply to obey instincts as animals do, or run on a programme like mechanical toys. The result, as God knew, would be that most men and women would prefer their own way to such a degree that human nature would become the great opposer (or `satan`) to God in His world. Sin brought death and all the suffering that comes with it.  Now, happily, we can return to the positive message. 
God`s Plan is moving on
Despite all the tragedy, God has been steadily working with those who do want to be His children and who do want to co-operate with Him. Always He is seeking people who want to start again and live their lives in His way. To Noah God said “I have seen that you are righteous before me in this generation” (Genesis 7:1). To Abram (Abraham or Ibrahim) He said, “Go from your country  .  .  to the land that I will show you, and I will make of you a great nation  .  .  and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed” (Genesis 12:1-3). In the New Testament, the apostle Paul explained that “the Scripture, foreseeing that God would justify the Gentiles (non-Jews) by faith, preached the Gospel beforehand to Abraham, saying `in you shall all the nations be blessed`”. (Galatians 3:8).
Abraham (Ibrahim), Father of the Faithful
The people who we know as Jews, or Israel, are descended from Abraham`s grandson Jacob. When the family had grown into many hundreds of thousands God said to them “if you will indeed obey my voice and keep my covenant, you shall be my treasured possession among all peoples” (Exodus 19:5). The later books of the Bible show us that although most of these people chose to please themselves, there were many who chose to go God`s way. In the lives of all these people, God was working. The Bible shows Him as a God of action – not only a Being with high thoughts and moral principles but a God who shows Himself in what He does. The Bible is filled with references to God`s activities – rescuing Israel from Egypt, leading them to the land promised to their father Abraham, bringing foreign armies against them when they went badly astray, then having mercy and restoring them when they repented and turned back to Him. Psalms 103 through 107 are meditations on history – mainly Jewish history - from this point of view.

Students of Bible prophecy see that God still works in human affairs today. From 1948 onwards He has allowed the people of Israel to have their own state again, after they had been scattered for nearly 2,000 years. Here are a few examples where the Bible stated very plainly what God planned to do, many centuries before He did it. Please read them carefully and think about them.

1. Jeremiah 30:11,18. 

2. Ezekiel 36:24. 

3. Luke 21:20-24. 

Also, Europe, after being torn apart by wars for centuries has come together in the European Union; a kind of revival of the Roman Empire in a new form. Together with many other Christadelphians, I believe that this is fulfilling the prophecies in Revelation 17:12-14. 

There are many evidences that God is still working in the world today. Together, they are signs that before long, Jesus will be here as King, to judge the world with righteousness. The nations are lining up for the great conflict called `Armageddon`, as the Bible foretold. 
God wants to work with us
God is still working with individuals too, and He wants to work with you and me. When Jesus was talking to a Samaritan woman who was worried about which mountain was the best place for the worship of God, he said ` the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshippers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking such people to worship him` (John 4:23).
The Apostle Paul, speaking in Athens, explained that when God made the world and suited the various races of people to different climates, it was with the intention “that they should seek God, in the hope that they may feel their way toward Him and find Him. Yet He is not far from each one of us, for `in Him we live and move and have our being`” (Acts 17:27-8). This same Living God wants to guide our lives now, and grant us a place in this glorious Kingdom here on earth when Jesus returns as King. He will not force us however. He gave us freewill, let`s remember, so we have to invite Him into our lives (Rev 3:20).
15. God wants men & women to change their way of life and come back to Him. The Bible calls this `repentance`.

The worst sin ever committed was the rejection and crucifixion of Jesus, God`s own son. Yet God wants to forgive even that, and Jesus himself prayed "Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do" (Luke 23:34). Earlier, in a parable (a made-up story with a spiritual meaning), Jesus had foretold what would happen (Matthew 21:33-44). He compared God to a Landowner who let a farm out to tenants (meaning the Jewish nation). At harvest time he sent a succession of messengers (meaning the Prophets) to collect the rent (meaning obedience to His law), but the tenants rejected the messengers and killed some of them. At last the Landowner sent his son (meaning Jesus), but they treated him even worse than the others and killed him too. As a result, the Landowner `will put those wretches to a miserable death and let out the vineyard to other tenants who will give him the fruits in their seasons` (v41). Then Jesus says “Therefore I tell you, the kingdom of God will be taken from you (the Jews as a nation) and given to a people producing fruits (that is to say  - all who will follow Jesus, whether they are Jews or not) .”  

A parable of warning and of hope
The parable came exactly true. The Jewish leaders took Jesus to the Romans and had him crucified. Then about 40 years later the Romans destroyed Jerusalem and hundreds of thousands of Jews did indeed die `miserable deaths`. Wonderfully, as God had promised in Psalm 16, Jesus did not remain dead. The power of God raised him to immortal life, and the people who had killed him were offered the hope of forgiveness. About six weeks after Jesus` death, his apostle Peter appealed to a huge crowd of men & women in Jerusalem: “Let all the house of Israel know for certain that God has made him both Lord and Christ - this Jesus whom you crucified”. They replied, “brothers – what shall we do?”. Peter said to them `Repent and be baptized every one of you for the forgiveness of your sins”. That day about 3,000 people did accept Peter`s message, repented, were baptized, and were forgiven for their rejection of Jesus (Acts 2:36-38).

Taking God at His word
Although we were not in the crowd that shouted for Jesus to be killed, we sin in other ways, and everyone who has not believed and obeyed the apostles` 

teaching is guilty before God, as those Jews in Jerusalem were. The apostle John wrote “Whoever does not believe God has made Him a liar, because he has not believed in the testimony that God has borne (what God has said) concerning His son” (I John 5:10). Even we human beings are very hurt and angry when people refuse to believe us, or admit that they have wronged us, so we can understand what an insult it is to the Creator when men and women refuse to believe him, and will not admit that they are wrong. 

The Old Testament teaches the same thing. 

In Malachi 1:6, God says, “A son honours his father and a servant honours his master. If then I am a father, where is my honour ? And if I am a master, where is my fear (deep respect)?”. Like so many religious people nowadays, Malachi`s neighbours thought that God was pleased with ceremonies, and they did what they thought He wanted in the cheapest way they could. They were so wrong ! “Present that to your Governor”, God challenged them, “will he accept you or show you favour ? And now entreat (ask) the favour of God, that He may be gracious to us” (1:8-9). What God asks of us is that we realize, truly and deeply, how wrong many of our thoughts words and actions are; that we are genuinely sorry about them; and that we repent.  The Bible word `repent` means more than saying sorry, or even truly being sorry; it means `a change of mind` - thinking differently from the way we did before and really wanting to go in a new direction, trying to please God in all that we say and think and do. In modern English we would say `a different mind-set`: our motivations focussed on pleasing God rather than on ourselves.

God`s response to us
The prophet Malachi goes on to describe it this way: “Then those who feared the LORD spoke with one another. The LORD paid attention and heard them, and a book of remembrance was written before Him of those who feared the LORD and esteemed His name (that means His character and purpose). They shall be mine, says the LORD of hosts in the day when I make up my treasured possession, and I will spare them, as a man spares his son who serves him. Then once more you shall see the distinction between the righteous and the wicked, between one who serves God and one who does not” (4:16-18).

In the next study, we will try to find out what lessons people were intended to learn in Old Testament times when they offered sacrifices to God. 
16. We must accept that God is right. Our wilful human desires must be sacrificed – given up – when they go against God`s way.

Throughout Old Testament times, the worship and service of God involved the sacrificing of animals. God is the King; He can forgive anyone He wants to forgive, but we humans are in this mess of failure and death because we have broken His laws. We can understand therefore that God is right to insist that we realize this: that we admit that He is right and we are wrong. This is the lesson that the sacrificing of animals was meant to teach. People have misunderstood this; they have thought that God wanted to be appeased by a gift, or that He wanted to vent His anger in some way so instead of killing the sinner He had an animal killed instead. This is a big mistake because the Living God is not like that. The facts are the other way round. The sacrifices were not killed to change God`s mind or attitude; they were killed to show that the sinner admitted doing wrong and was asking God to forgive. Just as a child who has done wrong tells his parents that he (or she) is sorry and is then forgiven, so it is with ourselves and God.

The meaning of animal sacrifice
The animal was brought by the person who had sinned, and was usually killed by him personally. It represented himself. He pressed his hands on the animal`s head, confessed his sin and then killed it by shedding its blood (for instance, Leviticus 5:5-6, Numbers 5:7-8). It was a sad and solemn moment. He was showing that he knew he was wrong, and like Adam in Genesis 2:17, he did not deserve to live any longer. He was acting out his own death, which would of course come to him sooner or later in the ordinary way; and he was admitting that God was right in that judgement, and that he was wrong. When the person`s attitude was right, he was forgiven, just like the repentant child. But if his attitude was not right, the sacrifice had no value at all, because what brought forgiveness was not the sacrifice itself but the state of mind of the person who had sinned. 
“The Lord detests the sacrifice of the wicked, but the prayer of the upright pleases Him” (Proverbs 15:8). 
“The sacrifice of the wicked is abomination to the Lord” (Proverbs 21:27).
Life out of death
In some Old Testament ceremonies there was the idea of giving up the old life and starting a new one. When a leper was healed, two birds were used: one was killed and the other flew away free – the first bird showed that the old diseased life was `dead`: the free bird showed that a new healthy life had begun (Lev 14).                                                                                            Once each year two goats were used: one was killed and the other was let go into the desert – it was a symbol or picture of the fact that death was due to the people because of the sins committed in the old year, but their sins were `carried into the wilderness` by the living goat so they had a fresh start (Leviticus 16). 

Again, there were ways for individuals to give their lives to God in a special way, but then some mishap could occur that would spoil that special relationship with Him: so in that case they shaved off all their hair and let it start to grow again – the spoiled life was `thrown away` and a new life began (Numbers 6:9).
Circumcision taught the same lesson 

From the time of Abraham onwards, all the males of the people of God had a small piece of flesh cut off (Genesis 17:10). Indeed, if it was not done, that man himself would be “cut off from his people!” (verse 14). This was meant to teach them that if they were to truly be the people of the Living God there were things in life that they must give up, `cut off`, `sacrifice`. Of itself, circumcision didn`t make them superior at all; in fact it was meant to teach the opposite, that unless they cut ungodly ways out of their lives they were not God`s people at all. 

So Moses tried to teach them this by telling them to “circumcise their heart and be no longer stubborn” (Deuteronomy 10:16); 

Jeremiah says the same: “circumcise yourselves unto the Lord” (Jer 4:4).
Admitting that God is right
In all of these different ways, God was encouraging people to accept that they were wrong and He was right: to change and come back to Him, and be forgiven. Most people would not do that, but in the Bible (the Old Testament as well as the New), we can read the encouraging stories of those who really did want to belong to God. They tried to make sacrifices in their lives because of their love of God, and in return they received blessings out of all proportion to anything they gave up – even in this life.  

Jesus said, “everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or children or lands, for my name's sake, will receive a hundredfold and will inherit eternal life” (Mat 19:29). And in the future, by God`s mercy and  grace, they will be equal to the angels – Jesus said this too (Luke 20:35-6).   We can be among them.
17. When we do accept that God is right, and repent, He delights to forgive us and accept us into His family.

We saw earlier that in a physical way all the creatures made by God are equal. The `breath` or `spirit` of life is in all of them, mankind included, so that “man has no advantage over the beasts, for all is vanity` (Ecclesiastes 3:19).  In another way, though, men and women are unique. “God created man in His own image, in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them” (Genesis 1:29). The word `image` describes one thing that is like something else, a resemblance. So God made a being that was more like Himself than the animals are, one that could desire companionship with the Creator.

Friendship with God
Unlike the other animals, we men and women can think about the reasons for things; we can think about the past and learn lessons from our experiences, and record them in words and pictures. We can think about the universe and the future and about God Himself. We can consider the effects that our words and actions have on other beings. We can examine the evidence that the Bible is right and that it really is God`s message to us. Especially, unlike other animals, we can want to be more like our Creator. We have been given consciences to help us to check whether we are doing right or wrong – becoming more like Him or growing away from Him. Our consciences can only do that if they are trained – 
Psa 119:9-11  “How can a young man keep his way pure? By guarding it according to your word  .  .  .   let me not wander from your commandments!  I have stored up your word in my heart, that I might not sin against you”. 

God  wants us to come to Him as children 

This has been true from the beginning – “Thus says the Lord, ``Israel is my firstborn son`” (Exodus 4:22). Fathers are expected to give a good example to their sons, and God certainly did that to Israel. He said “You shall be holy (separate from the evil things of the world around them) for I the Lord your God am holy” (Lev 19:2). This was spoken to the nation as a whole, but sadly most of the nation preferred evil to good, and only 40 years later this is what was said about them – “They are no longer His children  .  .  .  they are a crooked and twisted generation  .  .  . The Lord saw it and spurned them because of the provocation of His sons and daughters” (Deut 32:5,19).
Just a few
So we see again that the beautiful idea of living in harmony with the Creator appealed to only a few in each generation; but these were the few people for whom God was searching. You can discover how God appreciated these faithful people and what He has in store for them by reading Hebrews chapter 11, in the New Testament. We mentioned Noah, Abraham, David and the prophets when we were thinking about the series of Old Testament promises that tell us what the Gospel really is. You will read of other people too:  Abraham`s wife Sarah and their family, Moses also who led Israel out of Egypt, Rahab a Gentile woman who became an ancestor of Jesus Christ, and many more. 

Similarly only a few people accepted the Lord Jesus, but how precious they are to him! The apostle John says of Jesus – “He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. But to all who did receive him, who believed on his name, he gave the right to become children of God, who were born, not of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God” (John 1:11-13). 

Jesus opens the way
Now that Jesus has come, men and women enter God`s family by `receiving` or welcoming Jesus into their lives, by believing him, repenting, being baptized, and trying to follow his example. As we saw earlier, the sacrifice of animals and all the other Old Testament ceremonies taught people important lessons about the worship and service of God; but – very importantly - they did something else too. The ceremonies were a kind of drama that showed beforehand the work that the `Messiah` (God`s promised priest-king) would do when he came. They were wonderful acted-out prophecies about the ways in which sinners could be reconciled to God.

 In other words, the Old Testament ceremonies pointed forward to the work of Jesus. He proved that he is the Messiah by fulfilling the Old Testament ceremonies and prophecies perfectly. We hope to learn more about this later when we think about Jesus` death as the final sacrifice, but at this stage we need to be very clear that the coming of Jesus finished the Old Testament rituals as the way to worship God. They still teach us important lessons, but the true way to God is through Jesus. He said “I am the Way, and the Truth, and the Life. No-one comes to the Father except through me” (John 14:6). 

And Peter said about him “There is salvation in no-one else” (Acts 4:12) 


QUESTIONS ON STUDY 14

(God is still working out His plan)
1. Why do you think God gave freewill to men and women ?

2. What did God say about the Jewish nation in:

a) Deut 28:64-67?

b) Jer 31:10?

3. What did the Apostle Paul say about the future in Acts 17:30,31?


QUESTIONS ON STUDY 15

(God wants men and women to come back to Him – `to repent`)
1. What sins especially distress you? (either your own or others`!)

2. What do you understand by the term ‘repent’?

3. Why do you think the religious leaders hated Jesus so much?


QUESTIONS ON STUDY 16

(Accepting that God is right)
1. What was the reason for animal sacrifices in the Old Testament?

2. What attitude of mind did God expect from the worshipper? 

3. What kind of sacrifices are we asked to give now?

QUESTIONS ON STUDY 17

(The way to become a member of God`s family)
1. What does Hebrews chapter 11 say about: 

a)   Abraham in verses 8-12

b)   Moses in verses 23-28?

2.   How can men and women become members of God’s family? 

3.  What does the Apostle Peter mean in Acts 4:11-12?
 18. God has provided a way for us to return to Him and be forgiven.  

        Jesus shows us this way.
The life of Jesus is amazing! He was born into the family of a carpenter and builder who lived in the north of the land of Israel, in a little town called Nazareth. People didn`t think much of Nazareth; they said “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” (John 1:46). Jesus must have followed his step-father Joseph into the family business, because the neighbours also called Jesus `the carpenter`. To their astonishment, when he was about thirty years of age, he began to teach publicly in a way that was fresh, and different, and also to do miraculous acts of kindness.
A unique life
Mark 6:1-4 - “He went away from there and came to his hometown, and his disciples followed him. And on the Sabbath he began to teach in the synagogue, and many who heard him were astonished, saying, "Where did this man get these things? What is the wisdom given to him? How are such mighty works done by his hands? Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary and brother of James and Joses and Judas and Simon? And are not his sisters here with us?" And they took offence at him. And Jesus said to them, "A prophet is not without honour, except in his hometown and among his relatives and in his own household."`
Jesus died when he was only about thirty three years old, and only about three of those years were lived in public. He never built a monument, led an army, wrote a book or left any written record and yet surely he has made a bigger impression on the world than any other person in history. As we have said before, many of the things done in his name (like the so-called `Christian Crusades` in the Middle Ages) are disgraceful and are totally against the teaching of Jesus himself, but even today more people claim to be Christians than to be followers of any other religion. Islam also, though classed as a different religion, accepts Jesus as a prophet of God. Indeed, the Quran accepts that Jesus brought dead people to life again (Sura 3:50; 5:110) and it records that God “lifted him up to Himself” (Sura 3:51-58; 4:158). So for Muslims also, Jesus is unique.
The only perfect life
The Bible goes further even than this. It tells us that Jesus lived a perfect life – the only human to do so. As a child, “Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature and in favour with God and man” (Luke 2:52).  In his adult life, he was “in every respect tempted as we are, yet without sin” (Hebrews 4:15). 

Throughout his public life he was spied on by powerful men who hated Him for the way He exposed their hypocrisy and selfishness. They tried all ways to catch Him out and trip Him up. They were every bit as persistent as our present day journalists. Then, after they had followed every move he made for a couple of years Jesus challenged them. “Which one of you convicts me of sin?” (John 8:46). No-one answered. No-one could. Jesus was unique: in fact he still is unique because although his enemies killed him he was raised to eternal life by the power of God and is alive today, guiding the activities of nations through the work of the angels. (We looked at some examples of this in study 14).

Alive for ever
About six weeks after the death and resurrection of Jesus, the Apostle Peter accused his fellow-countrymen in Jerusalem, “you denied the holy and righteous one and asked for a murderer to be granted unto you, and you killed the Author of Life, whom God raised from the dead. To this we are witnesses” (Acts 3:14).  But then he continues, “Repent therefore and turn again  .  .  .  that he may send the Christ appointed for you: - Jesus”. The rulers were furious and tried to arrest the apostles but the response of the crowd was amazing, “many of those who had heard the word believed, and the number of the men came to about five thousand” (Acts 4:4).
The Good News spreads
Most of these new Christians were Jews, and as the Apostles travelled further into the Roman Empire with the Good News about Jesus they usually preached first to Jews in the Synagogues. Before long, though, Gentiles (non-Jews) were given opportunity to accept Jesus as their saviour sent by God, on the same terms. When some Jews in Central Turkey were not interested, the apostles said, “behold, we are turning to the Gentiles” (Acts 13:46). In this way the Good News spread and now we all have the same opportunity – whether we live in the Middle East or Europe or anywhere else in the world. So our next question has to be – `how did it come about that Jesus was and is such an amazing person ?` 

We must ask `how was it that after thousands of years of sin and failure, just one person got everything right; and what can his success do for
19. God`s Holy Spirit came upon Mary, and Jesus was born. 

       Mary was his mother, God is his Father. 
Our last study finished with a challenge - ` how was it, that after thousands of years of sin and failure, just one man got everything right, and what does his success do for us?` That man of course is Jesus. We have seen how quickly the Jewish leaders started to hate him and how for the rest of his short life they tried to find faults with the way he lived. They wanted to discredit him, destroy his influence with the people, and kill him. 

It was the same with the way that Jesus spoke. Frequently, the people who heard him were amazed at his teaching. It was plain and direct, very different from the complicated opinions they were used to from their usual teachers, “when Jesus finished these sayings, the crowds were astonished at his teaching, for he was teaching them as one who had authority, and not as their scribes” (Mat 7:28-9).  When they asked him trick questions, the result was the same - `And when the crowd heard it, they were astonished at his teaching” (Mat 22:33).
A unique birth promised
The Old Testament had pointed out very plainly – and it still does - that human nature is so weak that we men and women cannot save ourselves. God allowed thousands of years of failure to pass so we have had plenty of time to realize this.  Psalm 80 puts this feeling of need into a prayer, “Let your hand be upon the man of your right hand, the son of man whom you made strong for yourself! Then shall we not turn back from you; give us life, and we will call upon your name” (v17-18). 

The prophet Isaiah likewise commented – “Truth is lacking, and he who departs from evil makes himself a prey. The LORD saw it, and it displeased him that there was no justice. He saw that there was no man, and wondered that there was no one to intercede; then his own arm brought him salvation, and his righteousness upheld him” (Isa 59:15-16). God was saying that He would do what man had failed to do: He would provide someone who would obey His law and serve Him properly. Earlier, to King David, God had promised a son who would also be the son of God (2Samuel 7:12-16). Isaiah, 300 years after David, revealed that the birth of this very special son would be by a miracle because his mother would be a virgin (see Isa 7:14).
The promised birth happens
700 years further on again, Isaiah`s words were quoted by an angel who

came to a Galilean carpenter to tell him that his fiancée Mary would have a baby whose Father would be God Himself. The girl herself was named Mary. She was a Jewish girl, very godly, but with ordinary human nature. Those words from Isaiah were quoted, “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name Immanuel (which means, God with us).  When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, but knew her not until she had given birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus” (Mat 1:23-25). 
Praying to Mary?
Some churches treat Mary like a goddess, and even pray to her, although this is totally against Bible teaching.  In time Mary died just like everyone else, although of course she will be raised to life again when her Son returns as God`s King.
It was a great privilege to be the mother of God`s son. “ the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth  .  .  and the angel said to her, `Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God.  .  You will  .  .  bear a son, and  call his name Jesus. He will be  .  .  the Son of the Most High.  .  . `Mary said to the angel, `How will this be, since I am a virgin?` And the angel answered her, `The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy - the Son of God`” (Luk 1:26-35). 
The Son of God
This fact that Jesus was born by the power of the Holy Spirit without a human father involved is accepted by Muslims too, but they cannot actually say that he is God`s son. So then we ask `whose son is he?` The Apostle John has the answer in his Second Letter, verse 3, “Grace, mercy, and peace will be with us, from God the Father and from Jesus Christ the Father's Son, in truth and love” (2John v3).  The Bible is so clear: Jesus is God`s son. For Muslims the idea that God is a father is spoiled by the bad way it was used in the paganism of Mohammad`s time, but that is not a good reason to reject its correct use in the true way about Jesus.  

Most Christians also spoil the truth about this in a different way. They believe that there are three persons within the one God and that Jesus is the second person of a trinity. No: the Bible says that Jesus is the Son of God, not God Himself.
20. Jesus is truly human as we are, and was tempted like us. He is also   
God`s  only begotten Son.
Very rightly, Jesus is referred to many times in these studies. There is much more to say about him, but we have seen already that he is the most important person in the Bible and in the whole purpose of God. We have mentioned his perfect life, his special death as the final sacrifice for sin, his resurrection to eternal life and his ascension to heaven from where he will return as world-wide King. 

Yet the New Testament still refers to him as a man –  even after he was raised to eternal life. He is “the man from heaven” (1 Corinthians 15:47-9); “the man, Christ Jesus” (1 Timothy 2:5) The Apostle John tells us that Jesus “came in the flesh”; meaning of course that he had the same human nature that we do. This is so important that John warns – “For many deceivers have gone out into the world, those who do not confess the coming of Jesus Christ in the flesh. Such a one is the deceiver and the antichrist” (2 John 1:7).
Tempted like us
Jesus therefore truly and fully shared our nature, and was tempted “in every respect as we are” (Hebrews 4:14). Because of this, he could `defeat sin` in his own life by always obeying his Father`s will and never giving way to his human desires when they went against those of his Father. God Himself could not overcome sin in that way, because God cannot be tempted. The Epistle of James tells us, “Let no one say when he is tempted, `I am being tempted by God`, for God cannot be tempted with evil, and he himself tempts no one” (Jas 1:13). 

A thousand years before Jesus` birth, God made this promise to King David – “When your days are fulfilled  .  .  .   I will raise up your offspring after you, who shall come from your body, and I will establish his kingdom. He shall build a house for my name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever.  I will be to him a father, and he shall be to me a son” (2 Samuel 7:12-13). The first thing this tells us is that the Saviour would be the son of God, and in the last study we learned how this happened (Luke chapter 1). 

The second thing this tells us is that the Saviour would also be truly a son of David. God told David very plainly that he will “come from your body”. These are the same words (in Hebrew) that God used to Abraham when promising the birth of Isaac (Genesis 15:4); and David used them about his son Absalom (2Samuel 16:11).  In today`s language, the Bible was saying that the Saviour would be physically, genetically, descended from David. 
Truly human, as we are
This shows us how mistaken it is to think that Jesus existed in another form before he was born. If any being – such as an angel – was introduced into the world by birth of a woman, he would not be the son of David in that literal way. Mary would not be his real mother either: in that case she would only be the way through which a spirit-being entered the world.  No: Mary was the true mother of Jesus, David was his distant grandfather, and Jesus is truly descended from the long line of people who are listed in Luke chapter 3. The result of this was that Jesus had a real constant struggle in his mind between his own human will and the will of his Father. Like us, he had to fight against temptation inside himself. He fought it every moment of every day. The battle continued until his death, “even death on a cross”: and then his Father raised him again, “highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name” (Phil 2:8-9).

Jesus succeeded in living that perfect life because he always allowed his Father`s will to rule him. Every day he accepted his Father`s help, so that his victory was God`s victory – in Bible language it was the victory of `spirit` over `flesh`. In Study 13 we thought about Jesus` temptation in the wilderness, and saw that Jesus overcame every temptation by reminding himself of God`s advice written in the Bible. The Gospels go on to show us that his temptations continued throughout his life, and each time it was his reliance on God and His words in the Bible that made it possible for him to do the right thing. 
A partnership for salvation
Now maybe we can begin to understand what a wonderful partnership there was between God in heaven and His son on earth. The work of freeing God`s people from their sins is God`s doing, but praise for that should go to Jesus also. God sent His son and made it possible for him to live that perfect life; and Jesus, using all the help that his Father offered to him, obeyed perfectly. You can find an  example in John 5:16-17, “this was why the Jews were persecuting Jesus, because he was doing these things on the Sabbath. Jesus answered them, "My Father is working until now, and I am working". John 8:38 is another example, “I speak of what I have seen with my Father”.    Next, we must learn more about God`s Holy Spirit. 
21. The Holy Spirit is the power of God, by which He works to save us. The Holy Spirit is not another person.
As usual we go back to the Old Testament because that is where the Bible explains the meaning of the words that it uses. We read in Genesis chapter 1 that when God began the work of making the earth ready for living things, “the spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters, and God said `Let there be light, and there was light`”. 

Psalm 33:6 takes us further, “By the word of the LORD the heavens were made, and all the host of them by the breath (or `spirit` - same word in the original Hebrew) of his mouth”. This tells us that God`s spirit is the power by which He does things. Psalm 104:27-30 describes the way that God provides for all His creatures, but then it continues – “when you hide your face, they are dismayed; when you take away their breath (or `spirit`), they die and return to their dust.  When you send forth your spirit, they are created, and you renew the face of the ground”. 
The word translated `breath` is the Hebrew word `ruach`, which means wind or breath or spirit.  The word is used in different ways, but it is never used as a name for God Himself. The idea that God is three persons, Father, Son and Holy Spirit is a mistake: it was forced on to the church many years after Jesus ascended to heaven, and long after the New Testament was completed.  Indeed, the New Testament proves it to be wrong. See Ephes. 4:4-6 – “There is one body and one Spirit - just as you were called to the one hope that belongs to your call - one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.” And another verse says –“for us there is one God, the Father; of whom are all things” (1 Corinthians 8:6).
God`s Spirit in the Old Testament
So we learn that God`s spirit is the power by which He creates and maintains all things. The Bible calls God`s spirit the `Holy Spirit` when He is using it in the work of saving people from sin and death. A good way to see this is to look at the only places in the Old Testament where the phrase is used. Here they are – 

(1)
 Ps 51:11 “Cast me not away from your presence, and take not your Holy Spirit from me. Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and uphold me with a willing spirit”.   

 (2)
Isa 63:10 “They rebelled and grieved his Holy Spirit; therefore he turned to be their enemy, and himself fought against them. Then he remembered the days of old, of Moses and his people”

 (3)
Isa 63:11”Where is he who brought them up out of the sea with the shepherds of his flock? Where is he who put in the midst of them his Holy Spirit?” 
We should not think of God`s spirit as merely energy such as electricity, but as the means by which God Himself is present throughout the Universe. “Where shall I go from your Spirit? Or where shall I flee from your presence?” (Ps 139:7). Jesus said “God is spirit” (John 4:24), so it is not surprising, and very beautiful, that occasionally God`s Spirit is spoken of as `He`. God the Father is everywhere, by the power of His spirit. He says “Can any hide himself in secret places that I shall not see him? Do not I fill heaven and earth? saith the LORD”  (Jer 23:23-4).
God`s Spirit in the New Testament
When we read the New Testament with this understanding, all is plain. Matthew  1:18-23 explains that Jesus was conceived by the action of the Holy Spirit. This does not mean that he is the son of the Holy Spirit because if you look again at 2 John v 3 you will see that Jesus is the son of the Father, not the son of the Holy Spirit. This assures us that the Holy Spirit is God`s power, not a person. 

Luke tells us the same when describing the conception of Jesus. Mary asked the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?” And the angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy - the Son of God (Luke 1:31-5).

By the Holy Spirit God sent messages to the prophets in Old Testament times – “No prophecy of Scripture comes from someone's own interpretation. For no prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit” (2 Peter 1:21). 

And so it was, that after the Holy Spirit had caused Jesus to be born, and God, about thirty years later had caused His Spirit to descend upon him, people were able to see a perfect revelation of God`s ways in a man who was like themselves, `yet without sin` (Heb 4:15). How right it is therefore that in John 1:14 and Rev 19:13, Jesus is called `The Word of God`. 

QUESTIONS ON STUDY 18


(Jesus shows us the way back to God)
1. What do you think about Jesus (you can tick more than one) - was he: 

a) a man who was very good and caring?

b) a human prophet with great powers?

c) an angel in human form?

d) the son of the Creator?

e) the Creator Himself, in human form?

2. At Jesus` trial, what did Pilate keep saying (Luke 23:4; 23:14,15; 23:22)?

   
QUESTIONS ON STUDY 19
(Jesus was born by the power of God`s Holy Spirit)
1. Who do you believe was the father of Jesus?

· Joseph

· The Holy Spirit

· God

2. What is Jesus telling us in John 3:16?


QUESTIONS ON STUDY 20

(Jesus – both truly human, and God`s only begotten Son)

1.
Which of these statements do you agree with ? (Yes or No)

a) Jesus lived in heaven before his birth

b) Jesus was descended from Adam

c) The mother of Jesus was Mary

d) As with ourselves, Jesus` life started at his birth

e) His mother was a virgin

f) Jesus could not be tempted to sin


  g)
He was and is the Son of God.

QUESTIONS ON STUDY 20 (continued)
2.
What do you think helped Jesus to conquer his temptations?


QUESTIONS ON STUDY 21

(The Holy Spirit – the Power and presence of God)
1. What do you understand by the words `Holy Spirit`?  

2. Why do you think God sent Jesus into the world? 

22. Jesus lived the perfect life. He is `Christ`, God`s son, anointed by God`s  spirit. He shows us what God is like.
The word `Christ` (which means the same as `Messiah` in the Old Testament) is more than a name, it is a title which means `Anointed`. In Old Testament times when a king was crowned a little oil was poured on his head to show that God`s blessing was upon him. It was a symbol that God has chosen him for a special duty. The new king became `the Lord`s Anointed`; for instance David thinks of King Saul in that way (I Sam 26:11). Jesus, though, was `anointed` not with mere oil but with the Spirit of God. It happened at his baptism. “And when Jesus was baptized  .  .  .   the heavens were opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming to rest on him, and behold, a voice from heaven said, `This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased" (Matt 3:16).
Jesus is The Christ
After Jesus` death and resurrection, Peter said plainly “Let all the house of Israel therefore know for certain that God has made him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified" (Acts 2:36). A few days later he added, “God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power. He went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him” (Acts 3:18). 
Jesus, God`s `Christ` or `Anointed`, is the One through whom God shows Himself to us most perfectly. We remember that in Old Testament times God revealed Himself by means of messages sent to special men and women who were called prophets. Many of these messages were written down and they are now in our Bibles, so the Bible is the written record of `God`s Word` (see for instance Isa 2:1; Jer 1:4; Ezek 6:1; Hosea 1:1 etc).

As these studies have shown, until Jesus came no-one had succeeded in obeying this written `word of God` perfectly. Hebrews 1:1 sums it up –“Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets,  but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things”. The Apostle John describes it in this way (John 1:1-14) “In the beginning was the word  .  .  .  And the word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth”. 
God`s provision of a Saviour                                                                    The Saviour has been provided by God, because we men and women had

proved that we would never succeed in serving God perfectly, and would never be able to save ourselves. Human nature, from the first sin onwards, has always been too determined to have its own way. Hundreds of years before Jesus was born, the Psalmist faced the problem, and declared his faith that God would solve it – “Truly no man can ransom another (save him from dying), or give to God the price of his life  .  .  For he sees that even the wise die; the fool and the stupid alike must perish and leave their wealth to others  .  .  Man in his pomp will not remain; he is like the beasts that perish  .  .  Like sheep they are appointed for Sheol (the grave)  .  .  But God will ransom my soul from the power of Sheol, for he will receive me” (Psalm 49:7-15).

Many centuries later the Apostle Paul looked back on the life of Jesus, God`s Anointed One, and in Romans 8:3 he wrote this – “God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do. By sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned sin in the flesh”.
Jesus, the likeness of God  
No mortal man can see God in person – “No man has seen God at any time; the only begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father (very close to Him), he has declared him.” (John 1:18): so God asked Jesus to be a kind of living temple, one in whom God would show all His ways to ordinary men and women, and Jesus willingly accepted to do this. Jesus often stressed that his words were his Father`s words, and his works were his Father`s works. 

Here are two examples – 

1. John 12:49 - “I have not spoken of myself; but the Father who sent me, He gave me a commandment, what I should say, and what I should speak”. 
2. John 14:10-11 - “Do you not believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own authority, but the Father who dwells in me does the works”.
An important prophecy                                                                              
In Study 19 we noticed that Psalm 80:17 foretold two important things about the coming Saviour, hundreds of years before Jesus was born. 

First, he would be “son of man” (son of Adam  – truly human).                 But second, God would make him “strong for Himself”`.  The gospels show us how all that God has said about His mind and purpose and character is seen perfectly in the life of “the man, Christ Jesus” (1Tim 2:5).  In Him truly God`s “Word was made flesh” (John 1:14).
23. Jesus died as the perfect sacrifice. His battle against wayward human nature had been won

Jesus` victory over temptation was not won by human nature but by the Spirit of God. Jesus said, “it is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh is no help at all. The words that I have spoken to you are spirit and life” (John 6:63).  We saw in Study 13 that Jesus beat the temptations that came into his mind by remembering what God had written. Hundreds of years before Jesus` birth, this prophecy about him was written by Isaiah (50:4-9) “The Lord GOD has given me the tongue of those who are taught  .  .  .  The Lord GOD has opened my ear, and I was not rebellious; I turned not backward. I gave my back to those who strike, and my cheeks to those who pull out the beard; I hid not my face from disgrace and spitting. But the Lord GOD helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced; therefore I have set my face like a flint, and I know that I shall not be put to shame. He who vindicates me is near  ”
The life and sacrifice of Jesus foretold
All these verses came true in the life of Jesus, and they lead us to the prophecy of his crucifixion in Isaiah 53:3-6 “He was despised and rejected by men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief  .  .  .   Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted. But he was wounded for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with his stripes we are healed. All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all. He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth; like a lamb that is led to the slaughter” .
Now let us apply to the death of Jesus, the principle that we learned in Study 16 when we were thinking about the sacrifice of animals.  It is a big mistake to think that God wanted to vent his anger in some way, so instead of killing the sinners (that`s us), He had Jesus killed and accepted his death instead of ours. That is a terrible idea, learned from pagan. beliefs about their vicious `gods`. Every time that Jesus spoke about his expected death in plain language, he spoke of it as something that his followers must share with him, not something that happened to him instead of to them. 

Here for example are all the places in Matthew`s Gospel where Jesus stresses this:
 1. Mat 10:38-9 “Whoever does not take his cross and follow me is not worthy of me. Whoever finds his life will lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it.” 

2. Mat 16:24-5 “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me; whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake will find it”. 

3. Mat 20:26-8 “Whoever would be great among you must be your servant, and whoever would be first among you must be your slave, even as the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many” (a `ransom` is a gift that sets prisoners free). 
In all these places, Jesus is saying that human desires must be sacrificed (given up) when they go against God`s ways. Jesus did that totally, to the point where he accepted death, “even the death of the cross” (Philippians 2:8). This is a truth that we are asked to accept; and then to make sacrifices in whatever ways apply to us. Jesus shared our nature completely so that he could accept its pains, and struggle with its weaknesses as we do. Along with that, he showed us the wonderful potential of a life devoted to God.
Vital lessons to be learned
The Apostle Paul explains Jesus` death in this way in Romans 3:25-6 - “This was to show God's righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over former sins. It was to show his righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in Jesus.” 
As we also saw in Study 16, God is right (`just`), and Jesus `showed` that this is true when he accepted that even he, the only truly righteous one, should die. This is what must happen to human nature – “By the sweat of your face you shall eat bread, till you return to the ground, for out of it you were taken; for you are dust, and to dust you shall return" (Gen 3:19). 

The death of Jesus `showed` that God is just in what He says, and when we too accept this, in faith, God `justifies` us, or puts us right with Him.  He forgives us. 

Like Abram in Genesis 15:6 our faith is counted for righteousness.

Please look again at Romans 8:3,31-32 – “God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do. By sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned sin in the flesh  .  .  He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all things?”     What a wonderful gracious God we have. 
24. Jesus` was raised again to perfect eternal life, and given all power. 

        Hundreds of people saw him, alive again.

Jesus died because he was truly human, just as we ourselves are. His death shows us that it is right and necessary for this wayward human nature to die. But Jesus had lived a perfect life, so unlike us he did not deserve to die. Three days after he died, some of his sad followers went to his grave to anoint his body, but it was not there! He had risen again, as he promised (Mat 17:23). The grave had been sealed, and also guarded by soldiers, but the stone door had been rolled away and Jesus` body had gone. The Jewish leaders made up a story that his followers had stolen it, although they could not explain how they avoided the soldiers; nor could the leaders find the body. The real reason was that Jesus was alive again, raised to perfect eternal life by the power of God. Please read Matthew 28.
Many proofs
All the gospels (Matthew Mark Luke and John) tell us about the resurrection of Jesus. Matthew and John were there at the time, and were eye-witnesses. Mark was not far away. Luke carefully researched everything that he learned from other people (Luke 1:1-4) and also Jesus had promised that the Holy Spirit would guide his apostles into `all truth` (John 16:13). 

Luke later wrote a long letter for a friend. This also is in the New Testament and is called `The Acts of the Apostles`. It is a record of the apostles` activities after the death of Jesus. It starts this way (Acts 1:1-3), “In the first book, (that is the Gospel of Luke) O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and teach, until the day when he was taken up, after he had given commands through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen.  He presented himself alive to them after his suffering by many proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God”. 
A lot of evidence
Luke mentions “many proofs” that Jesus is alive again. The Gospels describe how Jesus showed himself in all kinds of circumstances – by night and by day – to individuals and to crowds – in Jerusalem and in the country – indoors and outdoors – to men and to women.  Six weeks later, the apostle Peter explained 

it this way - “Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with mighty works and wonders and signs that God did through him in your midst, as you yourselves know -- this Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified and killed by the hands of lawless men. God raised him up, loosing the pangs of death, because it was not possible for him to be held by it. For David says concerning him, 'I saw the Lord always before me, for he is at my right hand that I may not be shaken; therefore my heart was glad, and my tongue rejoiced; my flesh also will dwell in hope.  For you will not abandon my soul to Hades, or let your Holy One see corruption`” (Acts 2:22-27). Not only is Jesus alive again, says Peter, but there is a prophecy in the Old Testament (1,000 years before!) saying that this would happen. You can find it in Psalm 16:8-11.
Other explanations do not work
Some people have suggested other explanations for what happened. They have said that it was not Jesus who died but someone else who took his place, or that Jesus only fainted on the cross and revived after he was put in the tomb, or that his followers went to the wrong tomb, or that they so wanted him to be alive that they made up the story or imagined it. If you read the Gospels carefully you will find that none of these `explanations` work: they are all impossible. If you want to discuss any of them please send me your comments or questions.

About twenty years later the apostle Paul summed up the evidence for the resurrection of Jesus in his first letter to the church in Corinth, chapter 15. Please read it all, but here is what he says about those men and women who saw Jesus alive again after his death – “I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures,  and that he appeared to Cephas (Peter), then to the twelve. Then he appeared to more than five hundred brothers at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have fallen asleep. Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me” (I Cor 15:3-8).

Paul, who wrote many of the epistles (letters) in our New Testament, had been an unbeliever, viciously persecuting the followers of Jesus! You can learn about the events that convinced him that Jesus is alive again by reading Acts chapter 9.

In our next study we shall see how God gave perfect immortal nature to Jesus, and took him to Himself in heaven and granted “all authority” to him. 
25. Jesus is now in heaven. He is the only one who can lead us to God. 

         Other `priests` have no value

The evidence that Jesus was raised from the dead is very strong. His followers had not believed that he would die, and when he did die they were in complete despair. Yet, within a few weeks they were shouting the message all around Jerusalem that Jesus was alive again. Here is the explanation in Matthew 28:18-20: “Jesus came and said to them, `All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age`". “All authority in heaven and on earth” is given to Jesus! Even angels are now under his control (Rev 1:1). This gives Jesus the power to guide our lives towards God, if we truly give ourselves to him.

Christ`s Resurrection brings Good News to all
Luke`s Gospel tells us what happened next (Luke 24:44-53). “Then he (Jesus) said to them, `Thus it is written (in the Old Testament), that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem.  You are witnesses of these things. And behold, I am sending the promise of my Father upon you. But stay in the city until you are clothed with power from on high`. Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up his hands he blessed them. While he blessed them, he parted from them and was carried up into heaven.” 
The Apostles did as Jesus told them. They told everyone that now, at last, someone had won the battle over sin and over death. Jesus, the perfect man, was alive for ever in a perfect body. He - only he - could make it possible for others to live for ever like him, and he would do this for them when he returned.  To prove it, Jesus gave the power of the Holy Spirit to his apostles so that they could heal people by miracles as Jesus had done. 

Peter and John healed a man who had never been able to walk, and then said this (Acts 4:10-12), “Let it be known to all of you and to all the people of Israel that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead--by him this man is standing before you well. This Jesus is the stone that was rejected by you, the builders, which has become the cornerstone.  And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved." 
Jesus the only true priest
Just think about that – there is only one person who can save us, because only one person has lived as God wants us to live, and then he gave up that life as a sacrifice. Because of this, Jesus now is God`s High Priest – the one and only priest for the people of God; the only one who can bring us back to God. The New Testament calls him the `one mediator` (1 Tim 2:5), which means that he alone is like a bridge between God and sinners, making forgiveness possible. “Christ Jesus is  .  .  .  at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us” (Rom 8:34). 
Now let us think once more about what we learned about animal sacrifices in Study 16. They only put the sinner right with God if he confessed that as a sinner he deserved to die too. If he did not repent of his sins the sacrifice did not do anything for him at all. It is the same with the sacrifice of Jesus. He can save us if we confess that God is right and we are wrong, but not otherwise. Now that Jesus has done his work, even the ceremonies of the Old Testament are finished, because they were only a lesson, and a picture or model of what Jesus would do in reality. Not even the apostles of Jesus claimed to be priests in that way! 

So what about the `priests` and ceremonies of the various religions today? Unlike the Law of Moses they have been invented by men. They mislead people into thinking that their rituals can bring people to God but it is only Jesus who can do that. They delude people into thinking that their sins have been forgiven through these ceremonies, but it is not true. Ceremonies cannot bring forgiveness of sins. 

When people learned about Jesus` life and sacrifice, and desired to change their minds and lives, then they could be forgiven. It is the same with us. There are only two ceremonies that God asks of us in these days, namely that after we believe and repent we should a) be baptized and then b) share bread and wine regularly to remind us what Jesus has done. Here too, we only please Him if our attitudes are right. 

1Pet 3:21  “Baptism  .  .  .  now saves you  .  .  .   as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ”.      

 1Cor 11:28  “Let a person examine himself, then, and so eat of the bread and drink of the cup”.

QUESTIONS ON STUDY 22


(The perfect human life, lived by Jesus)

1 What do the words `Jesus` and `Christ` mean to you?

2  What and/or who helps you most as you try to know God better?

3 
How do you get access to that information? 


QUESTIONS ON STUDY 23

(The perfect sacrifice of Jesus)
1. When you think of the crucifixion of Jesus – what do you say to yourself (perhaps more than one of these) ?  - 

a. “How wicked human nature can be, to do this to a man”

b. “This man is suffering punishment instead of me”

c. “This shows me what must happen to this fallen human          

   nature so that God can be served perfectly”


QUESTIONS ON STUDY 24


(Jesus was raised from death to perfect immortal life)
If you had heard Jesus warning his followers that he would be killed, do you think you would have believed him?  Why? - or Why not?

When the women returned from Jesus` grave, saying that he was alive again, would you have believed them?  Why? - or Why not?

Does any other explanation of the empty tomb convince you?

QUESTIONS ON STUDY 25


(Jesus is now in heaven, he is the only priest for true Christians)
1. Why do you think Jesus did not show himself alive again to the leaders who killed him ? 

2.
Write down three things that the resurrection of Jesus means to you. 



a.                     


b.


c.


3.
What do you think a true priest should do?

26. Jesus will return to the earth to finish the work for his Father that he started when he was here.

Jesus is alive. He is alive for evermore, and he is in heaven. God has given “all authority in heaven and on earth” to him (Matt 28:18). He is directing the angels as they guide the nations towards the great events that will at last bring the Kingdom of God to the earth and fill it with God`s glory. We looked at some of these promises back in Studies 4 & 5, and in the next few studies we hope to see more. Luke`s Gospel describes how Jesus was taken into heaven. Jesus took his disciples to the far side of the Mount of Olives, just out of sight of Jerusalem, “and lifting up his hands he blessed them. While he blessed them, he parted from them and was carried up into heaven” (Luke 24:51). Christians call this `The Ascension`.  
Jesus ascended to heaven and promised to return
In Luke`s second book, the Acts of the Apostles, he tells us what happened next: “And while they were gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by them in white robes,  and said, `Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven" (Acts 1:10-12).

Jesus has been in heaven since his ascension but he will return. He said so to his followers before his death – “Then will appear in heaven the sign of the Son of Man, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and great glory” (Matt 24:30). He said so to the Jewish High Priest at his trial. “I tell you, from now on you will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of Power and coming on the clouds of heaven” (Matt 26:64). This term `Son of Man` was Jesus` usual way of refering to himself: it stressed the truth we emphasised earlier in these studies, that Jesus truly shared our weak nature, although he always overcame it. 

However, the title `Son of Man` was not thought up by Jesus. It comes from the books of Psalms and Daniel in the Old Testament. We looked briefly at Psalm 80 earlier in these studies. In it the writer admits that unaided human beings would never solve the problems that human nature had created, and asks God to send “the man of your right hand, the son of man whom you have made strong for your your name”.  When Jesus called himself the Son of Man` he was telling everybody that he was the one made strong by God – God`s anointed King and Priest.
Jesus, `The Son of Man,` will return in power and glory
Daniel chapter 7 describes a vision in which the prophet saw four wild animals. It was a prophecy of the empires that would rule the Middle East from his lifetime onwards. Daniel saw a lion, followed by a bear, then a four-winged leopard, and finally a dreadful dragon-like creature that he could not find words to describe. 

Then `one like a son of man` appeared who took control away from the dragon and ruled world-wide in its place. To understand this properly, the whole of Daniel chapter 7 needs to be studied, but verse 27 gives us the conclusion: “The kingdom and the dominion and the greatness of the kingdoms under the whole heaven shall be given to the people of the saints of the Most High; their kingdom shall be an everlasting kingdom, and all dominions shall serve and obey them”.  
This takes us further: it tells us that when the Son of Man, (Jesus) returns, he will not rule alone. He will invite `the saints` (that means all the men & women who have pleased him in their lives) to help him make this troubled earth into the Kingdom of God. We hope to return to this topic in Study 29.
More evidence from Jesus` Apostles
The writings of Christ`s apostles are full of references to his return to the earth. Here are a few examples - 

Rom 11:26-7 "The Deliverer will come from Zion, he will banish ungodliness from Jacob”.
1 Cor 15:22-3 “each in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, then at his coming those who belong to Christ” .
Phil 3:20 “our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ”.  

Col 3:4 “when Christ who is your life appears, then you also will appear with him in glory”.
In 1st and 2nd Thessalonians, the return of Jesus is mentioned in every chapter!

Rev 22:20-21 The Bible ends like this –  `Surely I am coming soon`.  Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!  The grace of the Lord Jesus be with you all. Amen”. 

 Next we must learn more about the way in which Jesus, following his return, will extend his victory over sin and death until it includes the whole earth.
27. There will be the Resurrection of the dead, and the Judgment.

         Jesus will be Judge and King.
In study 24 we were thinking about the strong evidence that Jesus was brought back from death and given immortal life by the power of God. So what about all the people who tried to follow him in their lives, but are now dead ? The Apostle Paul explains: “We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about those who are asleep, that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have fallen asleep” (I Thess 4:13-14). Notice the word he uses - `sleep`. As we saw earlier (Study 9), the dead are not alive in either paradise or hell: they are dead, but to God that is like `sleep` because He has the power to restore their lives or in other words `wake them up`.
The Resurrection taught in the Old Testament 
As with the other important subjects that we are thinking about, Bible teaching about the Resurrection starts in the Old Testament. Psalm 49:12-15 says that the natural state of man is “like the beasts that perish”. But the writer of the Psalm says, “God will redeem my soul from the power of the grave: for he shall receive me”.  He would be an exception to the general rule that people die and that is the end of them: God would bring him back to life again.  Daniel (ch 12:2-3) says the same; “Many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt.  And they that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmament; and they that turn many to righteousness as the stars for ever and ever.” If you look again at Isaiah`s words in chapter 26:19 you will see that he also looked forward to rising again to a new wonderful life. In the New Testament, Hebrews 11:17-19 tells us that Abraham also believed in resurrection after death.
The followers of Jesus believed this
The godly people who followed Jesus believed this, too. Jesus had a friend named Lazarus who fell ill and died. Lazarus` sister appealed to Jesus (John 11:21-23). “Jesus said to her, `Your brother will rise again`. Martha said to him, `I know that he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day`.  Jesus` reply was amazing. Jesus said to her, `I am the resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he live`”. What happened next was even more amazing (v43), “When he had said these things, he cried out with a loud voice, `Lazarus, come out`.  The man who had died came out, his hands and feet bound with linen strips, and his face wrapped with a cloth.  Jesus said to them, `Unbind him, and let him go`”.  

There was proof that Jesus does have the power of life and death. In John 5:26-9 we read Jesus` own words, "For as the Father has life in himself, so he has granted the Son also to have life in himself. And he has given him authority to execute judgment, because he is the Son of Man. Do not marvel at this, for an hour is coming when all who are in the tombs (literally `the remembered places`) will hear his voice and come out, those who have done good to the resurrection of life, and those who have done evil to the resurrection of judgment”. 

The Last Day
When will this be? Jesus` friend Martha understood that it will be `at the last day`. In Bible language, the `last day` means the time when sinful man`s misrule is ended – the time when God takes away man`s opportunity to rule himself, and sends Jesus back to earth to rule as King of the whole world. It is the time described by Daniel in chapter 2:44, “In the days of those kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom that shall never be destroyed, nor shall the kingdom be left to another people. It shall break in pieces all these kingdoms and bring them to an end, and it shall stand forever”.  That time could be very soon.
The Judgement
All these scriptures assure us that Jesus will return as King and Judge. He will judge all who are responsible to him – raising those who are dead and gathering those who are still alive (see 1 Thessalonians chapter 4). 

 Here are a few more verses on the topic -

Rom 14:10 “we will all stand before the judgment seat of God; for it is written, "As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall confess to God.  So then each of us will give an account of himself to God.” 
2 Co 5:10  “For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may receive what is due for what he has done in the body, whether good or evil.” 
The Lord Jesus advises us to bear this in mind when we criticise others.                He sai“With the judgement you pronounce you will be judged!" (Mat 7:1-5).
28. All who have pleased God will be made perfect and immortal, like Jesus and the angels. 

Let us return to Daniel 12:2. “Many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and everlasting contempt.  And they that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the firmament; and they that turn many to righteousness as the stars for ever and ever.”  

Jesus expands on this teaching in Matt 13:41-43, “The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will gather out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all law-breakers, and throw them into the fiery furnace. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.  Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. He who has ears, let him hear.” 
Many shall awake
After the resurrection, the faithful will be rewarded with eternal life (perfect life that lasts for ever). This is what we want to concentrate on, but in these words there is also an important warning: those judged unfaithful will receive `shame and everlasting contempt`. Please notice that the quoted verses do not say they will suffer everlasting punishment. In fact Psalm 9:17 says “The wicked shall return to Sheol (the grave), all the nations that forget God”. They will die again, in what Jesus in the parable called `the fiery furnace`, and their bad reputation will be remembered always as a warning.  So while there is time, let us act on Jesus` encouragement in Rev 2:11 -  “He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches. The one who conquers will not be hurt by the second death”. 

A helpful answer
Jesus was once asked a trick question about the resurrection – `In that age, who will be married to whom?` His answer tells us more about the blessings of immortality (Luke 20:34-6): “And Jesus said to them, `the sons of this age marry and are given in marriage,  but those who are considered worthy to attain to that age and to the resurrection from the dead neither marry nor are given in marriage,  for they cannot die anymore, because they are equal to angels and are sons of God, being sons of the resurrection`”. 
Equality with angels - not ever dying or being sick or sad again! This is what God offers to us if we will really try to be faithful. 
A new nature on offer
We are not thinking of living for ever with the weak sinful nature that we have at present: that would not be a blessing at all. Angels enjoy a perfect quality of life - Ps 103:20 “Bless the LORD, ye his angels, that excel in strength, that do his commandments, hearkening unto the voice of his word”. God promises that those who try to please Him now in their weak mortal state, will enjoy perfect sin-free lives helping forward God`s purpose in His kingdom when Jesus is here as King.  

We can be sure that if we really desire to serve God properly, and for ever, He will make it possible for us to do so. Here are two more promises: 
Jude verses 24-5 - “to him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present you blameless before the presence of his glory with great joy, to the only God, our Saviour,  through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, dominion, and authority, before all time and now and forever. Amen”.
Rev 19:6-9 “Then I heard what seemed to be the voice of a great multitude,   .  .  crying out "Hallelujah! For the Lord our God the Almighty reigns. Let us rejoice and exult and give him the glory, for the marriage of the Lamb (meaning Jesus, of course) has come, and his Bride has made herself ready; it was granted her to clothe herself with fine linen, bright and pure”, for the fine linen is the righteous deeds of the saints. And the angel said to me, `Write this: Blessed are those who are invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb`.  And he said to me, `These are the true words of God`”.
A free gift from God
It is obvious that immortality will be a gift: we can never deserve it. All that we actually earn is death, but God wants us in His kingdom and He wants to forgive our failures. The apostle Paul, writing about Abraham, says this: “His faith was counted to him as righteousness. But the words `it was counted to him` were not written for his sake alone, but for ours also. It will be counted to us who believe in him who raised from the dead Jesus our Lord,   .  .  .  For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Rom 4:22-5, 6:23). 

But let us not ignore Paul`s earlier point in Romans 2:7. Although eternal life will be a free gift – granted to people because of their faith,  the gift will only come to those who have striven hard for it - “to those who by patience in well-doing seek for glory and honor and immortality, he will give eternal life”. 
29. After the judgment, those who have pleased Christ now will be made guides and teachers to the nations.
In Study 26, referring to Daniel 7:27, we said that Jesus “will invite `the saints` (that means all the men & women who have pleased him in their lives) to help him make this troubled earth into the Kingdom of God.” So  we need to be clear about the state of the world when Jesus comes in power. 

A world in desperate need of wise teaching and capable rule
When Jesus returns, the world`s population will be astonished. The `saints`, all who have been called to the service of Christ, will be called away to the Judgement, and nations world-wide will be challenged to accept that Jesus has indeed returned in power. The second Psalm foretells this - “Why do the nations rage and the peoples plot in vain? The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together, against the LORD and against his Anointed, saying, `Let us burst their bonds apart and cast away their cords from us` .  .  .  Then he will speak to them in his wrath, and terrify them in his fury, saying, `As for me, I have set my King on Zion, my holy hill`.  I will tell of the decree: The LORD said to me, `You are my Son; today I have begotten you.  Ask of me, and I will make the nations your heritage, and the ends of the earth your possession.  .  .  .  .  Now therefore, O kings, be wise; be warned, O rulers of the earth. Serve the LORD with fear, and rejoice with trembling  .  .Blessed are all who take refuge in him”.
This future challenge is described in Rev 14:7 “And he said with a loud voice, "Fear God and give him glory, because the hour of his judgment has come, and worship him who made heaven and earth, the sea and the springs of water". 
A much better life for the world`s population
The men and women who submit to this demand when Jesus comes, and accept his rule, will be welcome to live in the Kingdom that he will establish. They will be mortal, but will live longer, with happier peaceful lives and less disease than now. “No more shall there be in it an infant who lives but a few days, or an old man who does not fill out his days, for the young man shall die a hundred years old, and the sinner a hundred years old shall be accursed  .  .  .  They shall not build and another inhabit; they shall not plant and another eat; for like the days of a tree shall the days of my people be, and my chosen shall long enjoy the work of their hands.” (Isa 65:20-22).
Helping to bring peace and order
Those servants of God who have been accepted in the mercy of Christ at the Judgement (Rom 14:10; 2 Cor 5:10), will by this time be perfect and immortal (see the last study). But the mortal population of the world will need to be governed. As is the case now, people`s behaviour will need controlling for the good of all; but more importantly, men and women will need to learn the ways of God, just as you and I are trying to do now. So who will guide and teach these mortal people after the return of Christ? Jesus promised his apostles, “when the Son of Man will sit on his glorious throne, you who have followed me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.” (Matt 19:28) That tells us who will be in charge of the country of Israel. Some Jews then living in that land will accept Jesus (Zech 13:8 suggests one third), and other Jews will return to join them (Ezek 20). The Apostles – alive and immortal after the Resurrection - will rule them.  

However, the Kingdom of God will include all nations – Ps 72:8-11 “He shall have dominion  .  .  .  unto the ends of the earth  .  .  .  The kings of Tarshish and of the isles shall bring presents: the kings of Sheba and Seba shall offer gifts.  Yea, all kings shall fall down before him: all nations shall serve him.”  
Who will rule and guide all these other nations? Daniel 7:18,27 and many other places give us the answer  - `the saints` will!  Amazing as it is, ordinary people such as you and me, if we have had the faith to really try to obey Jesus in our lives now, will be made perfect and immortal. Then by God`s grace he will appoint us to be the guides and teachers that men and women so desperately need. 
Jer 3:15 "I will give you shepherds after my own heart, who will feed you with knowledge and understanding.”
Dan 7:18 “the saints of the Most High shall receive the kingdom and possess the kingdom forever,'                                                                          2 Tim 2:12 “If we endure, we will also reign with him; if we deny him, he also will deny us;” 
Rev 2:26  “The one who conquers and who keeps my works until the end, to him I (Jesus) will give  authority over the nations  .  . .  even as I myself have received authority from my Father.”  
(referring to Psalm2, quoted above) 

QUESTIONS ON STUDY 26


(Jesus will return to the earth to finish his work)

1. Why was the coming of Jesus `good news` for all people (Luke 2:10)?

2. In the Bible, who is called `Son of Man`?  Why?  Anyone else?

3. Where in the Bible is the ascension of Jesus linked to his return?

QUESTIONS ON STUDY 27

(The Resurrection and Judgement)
1. Why do you think that the Bible often describes death as `sleep`? 

2. Do you expect everyone who has ever lived to be raised again?

3. When do you believe the Resurrection and Judgement will happen?


QUESTIONS ON STUDY 28

(The hope held out all who please God here and now)
1. What do you look forward to, in the mercy of God - 


a.  Happiness of some kind  in Heaven?


b.  Enjoyment in this life without worrying about the future?


c.  Perfect immortal life here on earth, helping men and women?


QUESTIONS ON STUDY 29

(The practicalities of the Kingdom of God)
When Jesus returns, do you expect –

1. Everything will become perfect instantly?  If not, why not?

2. In Dan 7:18, who are “the saints (who) receive the kingdom” ?

3. What do you think will happen to the billions of people then alive? 

30. Jesus will rule the whole earth as God`s King,  replacing poor human justice  by the laws of God.
Men and women have always longed for good government. There have been rare periods when there has been peace and security for some people, but sadly it has been at the cost of much suffering for others. The `Pax Romana`, the so-called `Roman Peace` in New Testament times, (when the Romans brought a sort of stability to Europe and the Middle East), was enforced by physical force and hideous cruelty, the worst example being when they crucified Jesus. It was the same during the `Pax Brittanica` when Britain ruled a big empire, many people in Britain itself and in other countries endured terrible sufferings.

Four essential qualifications
The fact is that unaided human beings are too faulty to rule their fellows properly. There are four problems. Men and women do not have enough wisdom, essential goodness, and power, necessary for good government. And finally, they are not immortal; so that if – very rarely - a really honest well-meaning capable person does arise, before long he or she is removed by death. The difference between Jesus and everyone else is that when he was here he demonstrated that he does have all of these rulership qualities in perfection. And now in addition he has the eternal life given to him by God after his resurrection. 

Jesus has all these qualifications in perfection
His coming had been prophesied 700 years before in Isaiah 11:1-9, where Jesus is compared to a new strong shoot springing from the roots of an old tree (the family of King David) - “There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse (David`s father), and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit. And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. And his delight shall be in the fear of the LORD. He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide disputes by what his ears hear,  but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked  .  .  .   .   They shall not hurt or destroy in all my holy mountain; for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD as the waters cover the sea.”
The Gospels show us how Jesus had the first three qualities, even as a mortal man, and he gained the fourth – Eternal Life – after his resurrection.
1. Wisdom - Mat 13:54  “And coming to his hometown he taught them in their synagogue, so that they were astonished, and said, `Where did this man get this wisdom and these mighty works?`”
2. Goodness - John 8:46  “Which one of you convicts me of sin ? If I tell the truth, why do you not believe me?”  No-one challenged him.  
3. Power - Luke 4:36  “And they were all amazed and said to one another, `What is this word? For with authority and power  he commands the unclean spirits, and they come out!`" 
4. Eternal life – God granted to Jesus the 4th quality - eternal life.  He is the first person to be raised from death to live for ever. 

Jesus said to the Apostle John, "Fear not, I am the first and the last,  and the living one. I died, and behold I am alive forevermore, and I have the keys of Death and Hades” (Rev 1:17-18).

In Jesus, God has provided a worthy ruler for the whole earth. Jesus is the key to those absolute promises about the future Kingdom of God that we find in Old Testament: statements like these -

Dan 2:44  “The God of heaven will set up a kingdom that shall never be destroyed, nor shall the kingdom be left to another people. It shall break in pieces all these kingdoms and bring them to an end, and it shall stand forever, 
Dan 7:13-14  "I saw in the night visions, and behold, with the clouds of heaven there came one like a son of man, and he came to the Ancient of Days and was presented before him. And to him was given dominion and glory and a kingdom, that all peoples, nations, and languages should serve him; his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom one that shall not be destroyed.”
Soon, we hope to learn more about the practical details of this world-wide rule by Jesus, but Psalm 72, for instance gives us a clear idea of the standards that Jesus and his by-then-immortal servants (`the saints`) will bring to the earth. 

How different from human attempts at justice!   Please read Psalm 72 now.
31. Jerusalem will be the Capital of God`s Kingdom: from there all the nations will learn God`s ways

 Jesus said “ Swear not at all; neither by heaven; for it is God's throne: Nor by the earth; for it is his footstool: neither by Jerusalem; for it is the city of the great King”. (Matt 5:34-5).
Back in Study 5, we said this about Abraham (or Ibrahim, which is his name in Arabic) :-  “God promised that he would have many descendants; that he would possess the land that we call `Israel`; and that one of his descendants would bring blessing to all mankind”. We referred to Genesis 12:1-3, 15:4-7, 22:15-18. 

Genesis chapter 22 tells us that Abraham (Ibrahim) had such faith that he was even willing to sacrifice his son to God, although at the last moment God`s angel told him not to do so. The Bible says this son was Isaac. Muslims are taught that it was Abraham`s older son Ishmael, but the Qu`ran simply says that Abram took `his son`, without naming him (Sura 37:100-105). However all agree that `Moriah`, the mountain where this happened, is the place where Jerusalem was built many years later (see 2 Chron 3:1). 

The City of the Great King
Jerusalem is the city where, a thousand years after Abraham, King David (Daud) and then his son Solomon (Suleyman) lived and reigned over a kingdom where the laws were God`s laws, so that for a time it was `the Kingdom of God` on earth (1 Chron 28:5). Jerusalem was the capital of this kingdom.  400 years later, the city was destroyed by the Babylonians because most of the Jews disobeyed God`s laws, but God spoke through the Old Testament prophets and reassured everyone that in time to come David`s Kingdom would be restored.

Here are some promises from Amos 9:10-15 “All the sinners of my people shall die by the sword, who say, 'Disaster shall not overtake or meet us.'  In that day I will raise up the booth (temporary shelter) of David that is fallen and repair its breaches, and raise up its ruins and rebuild it as in the days of old, that they may possess the remnant of Edom and all the nations who are called by my name," declares the LORD who does this.  .  .  .  .  I will restore the fortunes of my people Israel, and they shall rebuild the ruined cities and inhabit them;  .  .  .  I will plant them on their land, and they shall never again be uprooted out of the land that I have given them`  says the LORD your God”. 

A big change will come over the Jewish nation. 
We can see these promises beginning to happen. Jews have suffered terribly for nearly two thousand years, and many still do. Even today very few of them accept Jesus as their Messiah, but God has allowed them to rebuild a state in the land of Israel. They have many painful experiences to go through yet, (see for instance Ezek 38 and Zech 14), but we can be sure that the whole of God`s promises will be fulfilled, and that the place of David`s throne will indeed by rebuilt as Amos said.

Before Jesus was born, the angel Gabriel made a promise to his mother “He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto him the throne of his father David:  And he shall reign over the house of Jacob for ever; and of his kingdom there shall be no end” (Luke 1:33).

Isaiah chapter 2 shows us that the kingdom based on Jerusalem will be worldwide, “  .  .  .  many peoples shall come, and say: "Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob, that he may teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths." For out of Zion shall go the law, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem.  He shall judge between the nations, and shall decide disputes for many peoples  .  .  .   nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war anymore”. Then the prophet turned to his own Jewish people, and said “O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the LORD.”  (Is 2:1-5). 

Please also see Micah chapter 4, which adds more details.
Armageddon
It is true that most nations will not hand their power to Jesus willingly, when he returns but the terrible events that are summed up in the Bible word `Armageddon` (Rev 16:16) will persuade them, and in time it will be said "The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of his Christ, and he shall reign forever and ever."  (Rev 11:15). Then, (Zech 14:16) “everyone who survives of all the nations that have come against Jerusalem shall go up year after year to worship the King, the LORD of hosts, and to keep the Feast of Booths”.                          
The fulfilment of God`s long-term plan for the earth is within sight ! 
32. Progressively, Jesus will rid the earth of all misrule, crime, sin, suffering, and unbelief, beginning with Israel.

The Bible is very clear that when Jesus returns to the earth as God`s King, he will make Jerusalem the capital of his kingdom. The name `Jerusalem` means `place of peace`, but as we all know it is the opposite of that at the present time. Jews and Palestinians fight and argue over it, each side supported by other nations. About 2,400 years ago the Old Testament foretold this situation and said that it would be  one  of  the  signs  that  Messiah  (Jesus)  would  soon  be  back  on  earth.  Zech 12:1-3 is a clear example -  “The burden of the word of the LORD concerning Israel: Thus declares the LORD, who stretched out the heavens and founded the earth and formed the spirit of man within him: `Behold, I am about to make Jerusalem a cup of staggering to all the surrounding peoples. The siege of Jerusalem will also be against Judah. On that day I will make Jerusalem a heavy stone for all the peoples. All who lift it will surely hurt themselves.  And all the nations of the earth will gather against it”. 
Jerusalem in the news
Every time that we see or hear the leaders of the nations arguing about Jerusalem, it is further proof that the Bible really is true and is God`s message to us. Other very clear prophecies reveal that although Israel would return to the land, it would not be a Godly nation at that time – and we can certainly see that this also is true.  Israel as a nation is not true to its religion of Judaism, and much more important - only a small (although growing) minority accept Jesus as their Messiah. A great invasion will destroy the State of Israel as it exists now (Zech 14:1-5): only one third of the nation will survive, but their experiences will convert them to Christ. “In the whole land, declares the LORD, two thirds shall be cut off and perish, and one third shall be left alive.  And I will put this third into the fire, and refine them as one refines silver, and test them as gold is tested. They will call upon my name, and I will answer them. I will say, 'They are my people” and they will say, 'The LORD is my God” (Zech 13:8-9). 

A change of heart in Israel
Specifically, the Jews who survive will accept Jesus as God`s Prophet, Messiah, and Son. Zech 12:10-12 - “I will pour out on the house of David and the inhabitants of Jerusalem a spirit of grace and pleas for mercy, so that, when they look on me, on him whom they have pierced, they shall mourn for him, as one mourns for an only child, and weep bitterly over him, as one weeps over a firstborn.  .  .  .  The land shall mourn, each family by itself  .  .  .  .  ”.  This will be a big change from the self-confidence that we see in modern Israel, and the Jews who humbly accept Jesus will be allowed to live as mortal citizens in his kingdom.

The Prophet Ezekiel was shown a preview of what will happen later. The new Temple referred to in Isaiah chapter 2 will be built and the symbol of God`s presence will enter it- “ As the glory of the LORD entered the temple by the gate facing east,  the Spirit lifted me up and brought me into the inner court; and behold, the glory of the LORD filled the temple  .  .  .  I heard one speaking to me out of the temple,  and he said to me, "Son of man, this is the place of my throne and the place of the soles of my feet, where I will dwell in the midst of the people of Israel forever. And the house of Israel shall no more defile my holy name, neither they, nor their kings  .  .  .  They have defiled my holy name by their abominations that they have committed, so I have consumed them in my anger.  Now let them put away their whoring  .  .  .   far from me, and I will dwell in their midst forever”. (Ezek 43:4-9) 

A World-wide Kingdom
It is important to be clear about these facts because the government that the Lord Jesus and his immortal saints will set up in the land of Israel will be the centre and nucleus of the world-wide Kingdom of God. The standards in force there will be extended across the world – “Israel shall blossom and bud, and fill the face of the world with fruit” (Isa 27:6).  Psalm 72 prays for this to happen – “May he have dominion from sea to sea, and from the River to the ends of the earth!  May desert tribes bow down before him, and his enemies lick the dust!  .  .    May all kings fall down before him, all nations serve him!  For he delivers the needy when he calls, the poor and him who has no helper. He has pity on the weak and the needy, and saves the lives of the needy. From oppression and violence he redeems their life, and precious is their blood in his sight”. 
Jesus, helped by his redeemed and perfected people, will have at his disposal all the power of Almighty God. He will bring the fair effective sound and honest government for which well-meaning men and women have always longed. Its standards will be God`s standards and men and women will learn to honour Him.
33.  Finally, after the 1000 years, even death itself will be abolished, and God will be `all in all`.

We have been seeing that Jesus will return to earth to be King of the new Kingdom of God that he will establish. He will judge all whom he called to serve him during their lives, including those who deliberately rejected him. If they have died he will raise them to life again. He will give perfect immortal nature to those who have pleased him. They will be “like him” (I John 3:1-2), and he will call them to help him to rule the earth and fill it with God`s glory. These are the people that the Bible calls `the saints` (Dan 7:18,27; I Cor 1:1-2).  For them, and for Jesus himself, death will be a thing of the past. Jesus said “Because I live, you also will live” (John 14:19). And again -  “I have the keys of death and of Hades” (Rev 1:18).

Guiding people into right ways
However, the people over whom Jesus and his saints rule will be mortal, as you and I are now. Jesus will bring the firm, fair, effective government that well-meaning men and women have always longed for, but there is more to it than that. The saints will be guiding and teaching these mortal people in the ways of God, wherever they live throughout the world.  “Rule over ten cities  .  .  .  over five cities” (Luke 19:17-19). The mortal people will be learning the truths about God and His purpose that we are trying to learn now. They will also be discovering that most of the things their previous leaders had told them were wrong, both in religious matters and in daily life. Jeremiah wrote this (Jer 16:19), “O LORD, my strength and my stronghold, my refuge in the day of trouble, to you shall the nations come from the ends of the earth and say: `Our fathers have inherited nothing but lies, worthless things in which there is no profit`”. Malachi reveals that in the early stages the prophet Elijah will have a role in converting Jews (Mal 4:5).

A patient process
It is important to realize that crime, sickness, poverty and death will not disappear suddenly at the beginning of Christ`s rule. It took 6,000 years at least for the world to reach its present plight, so it is not surprising that it will take 1,000 years to put things right. During this thousand year period, Christ`s immortal servants will have the power to keep crime and sin under control, and they will guide men and women in the right ways of God.  Rev 20:4-6 tells us about the saints` work in Christ`s kingdom - “They came to life and reigned with Christ for a thousand years. 

The rest of the dead did not come to life until the thousand years were ended. This is the first resurrection. Blessed and holy is the one who shares in the first resurrection!  Over such the second death has no power, but they will be priests of God and of Christ, and they will reign with him for a thousand years”. 
During this time, illness war and famine will be brought under control, and people will live longer.  Micah 4:3-4 - “And he shall judge among many people, and rebuke strong nations afar off; and they shall beat their swords into ploughshares, and their spears into pruning hooks: nation shall not lift up a sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more.  But they shall sit every man under his vine and under his fig tree; and none shall make them afraid: for the mouth of the LORD of hosts hath spoken it”. 

At the end of the thousand years, after one final unsuccessful revolt by people who still want to do things their own way (Rev 20:7-10), all who chose to obey God during that period will be made immortal and will join Jesus Christ and his saints in the perfect state following the thousand years. The Apostle Paul gives us a small glimpse into that time: “  .  .  .   then the Son himself (Jesus), will also be subjected to him (the Father) who put all things in subjection under him, that God may be all in all” (1Cor 15:28).

The promise to Abraham finally fulfilled
So now we know how God will fulfil the promise He made to Abraham (Ibrahim), that blessings would come to all nations through him and his descendents. Abraham was told that one descendent in particular (Gen 22:18) would be the one to bring the blessing, and history shows that Jesus, “son of David, son of Abraham” (Matt 1:1) is that one. From our survey of the rest of the Bible we have seen this wonderful plan develope through many centuries. The Jewish people have been the channel used by God to convey this message to us. Their history – the bad things as well as the good – provides ample evidence that the message is true. The Gospel is “the Hope of Israel” - of the true Israel – meaning all who follow Abraham`s example (Acts 28:20). The day will soon come when Jesus will return. The remnant of the Jewish nation will “look on him whom they pierced and mourn for him” (Zech 12:10).  Christ`s rule on earth will begin.
We cannot possibly earn a place in God`s Kingdom: all is of His grace but He does expect a full response from us. 

QUESTIONS ON STUDY 30
(Jesus ruling the whole earth with justice)
1.  What do you think is the most common fault of governments?

2. 
Can you think of a truly good government throughout history?

3.
Which person do you think is really being described in Psalm 72?

QUESTIONS ON STUDY 31

(Jerusalem to be the capital of Christ`s world-wide kingdom)
1. Jerusalem means `The Place of Peace`.                                                              Why do you think it has suffered so much war?

2. Try to write down some good reasons for Jerusalem to be World Capital?

3. What do the words `Hope of Israel` (Acts 28:20) mean to you?

QUESTIONS ON STUDY 32
(Ridding the earth of misrule, unbelief, sin and suffering:  beginning with Israel)
1. What examples do you see that Jerusalem is a source of trouble today? 

2. What does this tell you about the time we are living in?

3. What do you expect to happen in the Middle East? 


QUESTIONS ON STUDY 33


(Finally, the abolition of death itself)

1. How would you summarise the plan for the earth described in the Bible?

2. Whose interests do you think should come first – God`s?  or man`s?

3. Do you REALLY want to be part of it?
34.  God asks us to come back to Him now. This is what He asks us to do :- a. Believe the truths and promises He has written for us in 
                   the Bible (to have faith, and trust Him). 
In these studies we have surveyed the message that God has given to us in the whole Bible. We have seen that He plans to make this earth a place of peace and joy, with no sin, disease, or unhappiness; and finally, not even death.
“Nothing is too hard for the Lord” (Gen 18:14), so He could have made us like robots, keeping God`s laws by instinct as the animals mostly do. But God had a higher plan: after He had made the animals He said “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness: and let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and over all the earth, and over every creeping thing  .  .  .  So God created man in his own image, in the image of God created he him; male and female created he them” (Gen 1:26). 
A choice to be made
God made men and women, then, with the intention that we should become like Him. He described His own character to Moses in these wonderful words (Ex 34:6-7) - “  .  . the LORD, a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness,  keeping steadfast love for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin, but who will by no means clear the guilty.”  God gave us the potential to behave like that, but He also gave us free will so that the way we live is our own responsibility. We have a duty to live in the way that pleases God, but He wants us to do this from our own choice. From the beginning, men and women showed a strong preference for pleasing themselves rather than God. 

Left to ourselves we mostly do not live His way, and that is why, as we have seen, mankind as a whole is astray from Him, suffering and dying. Paul tells some new Christians to “remember that you were at that time separated from Christ, alienated from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world” (Eph 2:12).
Without hope ?
That is the natural position of all men and women. Unless we accept God`s way, we “have no hope and are without God in the world”. If we desire to be amongst God`s people we have to `opt in`. By ourselves we cannot solve the problem. Even if we could live perfect lives starting today, we could not earn the eternal life that God wants us to have.  In New Testament times there were scholars who counted up all the laws and ceremonies of the Old Testament law and decided there were 613 of them. They thought that if they kept all those they could be sure of eternal life. But Jesus told them that although they were obeying details they were failing to exercise the big things like `justice, mercy and faith` (Matt 23:23). The Apostle Paul shows from the Old Testament itself that “by works of the law no human being will be justified in his sight, since through the law comes knowledge of sin”.  If you look at Romans 3:10-20 you will see the verses that he uses.
The importance of faith
 God is “merciful and gracious”. “As a father shows compassion to his children, so the LORD shows compassion to those who fear him. For he knows our frame; he remembers that we are dust” (Ps 103:13-14). Therefore God does not demand perfection from us but He does demand faith – He expects men and women to believe what He says, and then to try hard to please Him. This is what we learn from Abraham. God promised a child to him although he and his wife were very old, and “Abraham believed the LORD, and He counted it to him as righteousness” (Gen 15:6).  Abraham was not perfect, but God was pleased with him because he showed faith. In Romans 4:23-5, the New Testament explains how important this is - `The words "it was counted to him" were not written for his sake alone, but for ours also. It will be counted to us who believe in him who raised from the dead Jesus our Lord, who was delivered up for our trespasses and raised for our justification” (in other words, `to put us right with God`). 

Another encouraging Scripture says “the just shall live by his faith” - Hab 2:4 – so important that it is quoted three times in the New Testament!   

(Rom 1:17; Gal 3:11; Heb 10:38)
The true hope
When we have been put right with God by faith in this way, God desires to move on with His plan to make us more like Himself – “in His image” as our English translation puts it. To make this possible we have to work with Him, as Paul wrote to the members of another church - “do not lie to one another, seeing that you have put off the old self with its practices and have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge after the image of its creator” (Col 3:10).  When we really try to do that, we start to realize how far from God`s ways our lives have been.  This is the beginning of what the Bible calls `repentance`.  
35.  God asks us to come back to Him now. This is what He asks us to     do :-b. Repent of our sins (that means changing our minds and    

                  our priorities in life), and deciding we will try to obey Him.
Six weeks after Jesus was crucified in Jerusalem, the apostle Peter stood up boldly in the city and accused the crowd of murdering him – the Son of God. There could not be a worse sin. Peter said, “Let all the house of Israel therefore know for certain that God has made him both Lord and Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified”.  Now when they heard this they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, “brothers, what shall we do?”  And Peter said to them, "Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit” (Acts 2:36-38).

God desires to forgive
Even a sin as bad as that can be forgiven, if we can truly repent and do as these people did. The word `repent` (Greek metanoia) means `change of mind, thinking differently`. It includes being truly sorry for the wrong we have done and the good we have failed to do; and then making up our minds to start again, living a new kind of life. Although we cannot possibly earn eternal life and we depend completely on God`s favour and forgiveness, He expects us to show our appreciation by doing our best to live in His way. 
The invitation of John the Baptist
Before Jesus began to teach, John the Baptist showed people the way – 

Mark 1:1-5 “The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.  As it is written in Isaiah the prophet, `Behold, I send my messenger before your face, who will prepare your way, the voice of one crying in the wilderness: 'Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.'.  John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins.  And all the country of Judea and all Jerusalem were going out to him and were being baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins”.
They had to be honest with John the Baptist, and with themselves, “confessing their sins”. Indeed, when people came to John with the wrong attitude, he turned them away – “when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his baptism, he said to them "You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to come?  Bear fruit in keeping with repentance”. (Mat 3:7-8).
Facing up to our faults
It must be the same with us, when we desire baptism `into the name of Jesus` - baptism in hope of eternal life. Acts chapter 8 tells us about a man named Simon who was baptised without realising the need for a deep-down change in his life. He thought that this special religion could be a way of making money, and his hypocrisy nearly cost him his life (Acts 8:18-24). Later on, Saul the Pharisee learned the same thing. He converted to Christ, and became the person we know as the Apostle Paul. He said that men and women should “repent and turn to God, performing deeds in keeping with their repentance”  (Acts 26:19-20).
The Old Testament said the same
In earlier studies (16 and 23), when we were thinking about the sacrifices and other rituals of Old Testament times, we saw that they had no value in themselves: their purpose was to teach men and women the facts about themselves and make them aware of their need for forgiveness. In other words, they were to bring people to this state of mind that the Bible calls `repentance`. 

So Joel says (2:13-14) "Yet even now," declares the LORD, "return to me with all your heart, with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; and rend your hearts and not your garments. Return to the LORD your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love  .  .  .  Who knows whether He will not turn and relent, and leave a blessing behind Him  .  .  .  ?” 
The invitation of Jesus
John chapter 4 records a wonderful conversation about the state of mind that God wants us to have. A woman wanted to know whether it was best to worship God on a mountain in her country (Gerizim, see Joshua 8:33), or in Jerusalem. `Jesus said to her, "the hour is coming when neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father. You worship what you do not know; we worship what we know, for salvation is from the Jews.  .  .  .   the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshippers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking such people to worship him. God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth”.      
God asks us to have a real personal relationship with Him, where we try to please Him because we love Him. 
36.  God asks us to come back to Him now. This is what He asks us to               do :- c. Be baptized - immersed in water and lifted out again, (like 
                  being `buried` as Jesus was), and raised to new life.

"Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins  .  .” (Acts 2:38).

We have seen that `repent` means to change our minds – to see everything in a new way, realizing how far away from God our lives have been, being truly sorry for that, and wanting to please God from now on. This was how the crowd in Jerusalem felt when Peter faced them with the fact that their nation had crucified the Son of God. They wanted to be freed from this terrible guilt, so the next step was to `be baptized`. Three years or so earlier, Jesus himself had been baptized at the beginning of his ministry. This was not because Jesus needed forgiveness (he had never sinned) but because he wanted to demonstrate the right way to us – 
Mat 3:14-15, “John (the Baptist) would have prevented him, saying, `I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?`.  But Jesus answered him, `Let it be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfil all righteousness`”. 
1. A new birth 
Soon after Jesus was baptized, his fame began to spread because he was healing many people by the power of God. A visitor came to see him, a high-ranking scholar and teacher of the Jewish Law who could see that Jesus was unique. He came to Jesus at night-time, making complimentary comments, but Jesus went straight to the point, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God" (John 3:3). Even though this man Nicodemus was keeping the details of God`s Law, Jesus told him that without this `rebirth` he would never see the Kingdom of God. He had to make a new start, and become a follower of Jesus. So do we.

The sign or symbol of this `new birth` is baptism. It is essential, Jesus says - "Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God” (John 3:5). Being `born of water` happens at baptism. Being `born of the Spirit` starts when Jesus` teaching begins to change our characters -  “the words that I have spoken to you are spirit and life” (John 6:63.) Then when Jesus returns as King, our bodies too will be changed - “our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ, who will transform our lowly body to be like his glorious body, by the power that enables him even to subject all things to himself” (Phil 3:20-21). If Nicodemus really wanted that blessing, he must be `born of water`: in other words, he must be baptised. It is the same for us. That is one of the meanings of baptism – it is the start of a new, spiritual life.
2. Life out of death 
Baptism is also a picture of us sharing in the death and resurrection of Jesus. After his own baptism, Jesus concentrated on teaching the crowds while his apostles did the physical act of baptizing those who believed (Jn 4:2). Then after his death and resurrection and before he ascended into heaven, Jesus told them to extend the work of preaching and baptizing world-wide (Matt 28:19). 

The correct way to baptize people is very clear from Acts 8:38-9. “They went down into the water”, “they came up out” of it. All travellers in that desert land carried drinking water and if a few drops have sufficed, they could have used water from the flask, but no: they went “down into the water” because baptism is like burying an old life and then being raised, as Jesus was, to a new life. Paul says (Rom 6:4), “We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life.” Baptism is not a supernatural ritual that works like `magic`: it is a symbol of us joining Christ in his death and in his resurrection.
3. Being washed `clean`
This is one more meaning of baptism. Sin is like being `dirty` in God`s sight. He wants to forgive us, or `make us clean spiritually`. When we ask for baptism we are telling God that we accept this, we want to be `clean`, to be free from sins. Before his conversion the Apostle Paul used to be called Saul and he was a fierce persecutor of the followers of Jesus. But Jesus, in all his resurrection glory,  appeared to Saul, and Saul realised how wrong he had been. He was sent to a Christian named Ananias, and many years later he recalls how Ananias said to him “And now why do you wait? Rise and be baptized and wash away your sins, calling on Jesus` name” – (Acts 22:16).   And this is exactly what he did.

Years after his great speech in Jerusalem, Peter wrote this -  “Baptism  .  .  .  now saves you, not as a removal of dirt from the body but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ” (1 Peter 3:21). True baptism is like `washing the conscience`; it is the way we ask God for forgiveness.
 
QUESTIONS ON STUDY 34
(The Importance of Faith)

1.  Why do you think that God did not make us perfect from the start?

2. Why does the Bible say that faith is so important?

3. Do you know anything else that can put ourselves right with God? 


QUESTIONS ON STUDY 35

(The Importance of Repentance)
1. What does the word `repentance` mean to you?

2. Do you agree that we must be honest with ourselves about our faults?

4. What does `worship in spirit and truth` mean to you?

QUESTIONS ON STUDY 36

(The Importance of Baptism)
1. Is it important to you, to be baptised?

2. If it is, can you give a few reasons why?                                                                  

QUESTIONS ON STUDY 36 (continued)
3. Can you describe how people were baptised in the New Testament?

4. Do you think that God accepts other ways (like sprinkling with water? 

5. Please look at Romans 6:3-4, then explain your views on the following -Would baptism do anything for -

a. A young child?

b. An adult who did not believe?

c. An adult who was unwilling to change his/her life?
37.  God asks us to come back to Him now. This is what He asks us to do :- d. Pray for God`s help, thank and praise Him, 
                    and study His guidance for us in the Bible.                 

The many people who followed the Apostles` advice in Acts chapter 2 were not left on their own. Verse 42 tells us that after they were baptized, “they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.”  These four things are essential for all true Christians. Let us look at them, one by one. 

The Apostles` Teaching - what it is essential for true Christians to believe
The Apostles` teaching, as we now know, was based on the Old Testament. If all the New Testament verses that depend on the Old Testament were removed from our Bibles, there would not be much left, and what was left would not make the right sense. The only way for us to stay faithful to the apostles` teaching is for us to read from the whole Bible regularly, preferably every day. There is a suggested Bible Reading Plan at the end of this booklet: it is used by many Christadelphians. By following it you will read all of the Old Testament once and the New Testament twice, each year. When you have a question, you will often find the answer as you continue to read, because the Bible contains its own explanations; but you are very welcome to send your query to one of the addresses at the end of the booklet. We will reply from the Bible itself:  this is our only authority

Daily Bible Reading
Very few of us can read the Bible in its original languages, which are Hebrew and Greek plus a little Aramaic. We depend on translations. It is best to use a translation that keeps as close as possible to the language used by the writers, not a loose translation (or paraphrase). That way you are getting as close as you can to the inspired words of God rather than being presented with the opinions of a translator, who could be biased. The translation mostly used in these studies is the English Standard Version, which tries hard to translate word-for-word 

Christian Fellowship – sharing, working, learning, praising and thanking God together
In the early days, converts were not left on their own after they were baptised. They met together to support and encourage each other in their new lives. As `brothers and sisters` in the Lord Jesus they rejoiced to be members of God`s family. They studied God`s Word together and helped each other in many ways – including preaching to others. “And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in their homes, they received their food with glad and generous hearts, praising God and having favor with all the people”. (Acts 2:46-7). We hope to say more about this `fellowship`, and also about the Breaking of Bread in the next study.
Breaking of Bread – sometimes called the Communion Service
The New Testament contains four records of the last meal that Jesus shared with his followers before his death. You can easily read them for yourselves (Matt 26; Mark 14; Luke 22; ICor 11:24-29). At the end of the meal “he took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to them, saying, "This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me." And likewise the cup after they had eaten, saying, `This cup  that is poured out for you is the new covenant in my blood.`” (Luke 22:19-20). Jesus said “do this in remembrance of me”; so it is his direct command and we should obey it regularly. The Apostle Paul advised that at these times we should examine our selves individually, to search our own hearts and motives, face up to our failures, and resolve to serve God better until Jesus returns as King (ICor 11:23-29).
Prayers – the way we speak to God
It gives God pleasure when we pray to Him sincerely - Prov 15:8 “The sacrifice of the wicked is an abomination to the LORD, but the prayer of the upright is acceptable to him”. We can pray to Him as individuals or as a group. Our prayers show that we believe that He is our Creator, and that He knows our thoughts, and desires to help us. By prayer we thank Him for all that He does for us. We show Him that we really do believe His promises and want more than anything else to be part of them, in His mercy. We confess our sins (all the times when we fail to live as Jesus did), and we ask Him to forgive us and guide our lives. We tell Him that we have forgiven all the people who have sinned against us in the past, and that above all we want Him to set up his Kingdom here on earth. Jesus himself gives us guidance in `The Lord`s Prayer` (Matt 6:9-13). 

“This is the confidence that we have toward him, that if we ask anything according to his will he hears us” (I John 5:14). Gradually our whole lives become a prayer to God and we value His mercy more and more.
38.  God asks us to come back to Him now. This is what He asks us to do :- e. Live new lives now, seriously trying to follow the example              
                  left to us by Jesus.
Jesus was asked "Teacher, which is the great commandment in the Law?"  His answer was this - "You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the great and first commandment. And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbour as yourself.  On these two commandments depend all the Law and the Prophets." (Matt 22:36-40). 

Jesus knows that if we really obeyed these two simple rules, as he did, we would do all the good things and avoid all the bad things without having to think too much about details. Sadly, though, human nature wants to go its own way, as we have said before. Jesus himself found it very difficult to put God first all the time and to think of others more than himself. For instance, when Jesus was very tired and also very sad because John the Baptist had been killed by Herod the King, He found a quiet place to rest and talk with his followers, but the crowds followed him with all their needs and problems, so Jesus put his own needs aside and served them.  You can read about it in Mark 6:31-45. 
Serving other people
This is the example that Jesus showed to us. To his followers he said “whoever would be great among you must be your servant, and whoever would be first among you must be your slave, even as the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many." (Matt 20:25-8).

 Jesus obeyed his Father because of his love for Him, but what a reward he received, and if we follow him he will share it with us !  “Jesus   .  .  .  offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries and tears, to him who was able to save him from death, and he was heard because of his reverence. Although he was a son, he learned obedience through what he suffered. And being made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation to all who obey him” (Heb 7-9)
A new creation
The Scriptures say “if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come” (2Cor 5:17).  As we saw in Study 36, one of the meanings of baptism is the dying of the old life and the birth  of a new life, but its meaning is symbolic. Of itself it does not change us. It is not the end but the beginning. The challenge is to really change our way of life, and really accept Jesus as the Lord of our lives. Many of the new converts in Corinth came from vile sinful backgrounds and they had to work hard to change their habits. 

Paul wrote to them “do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived: neither the sexually immoral, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor men who practice homosexuality, nor thieves, nor the greedy, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers will inherit the kingdom of God. And such were some of you. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God” (I Cor 6:9-11).

The Bible itself is one essential way by which the “Spirit of our God”  works. Psalm 119 says “How can a young man keep his way pure? By guarding it according to your word.”  When new Christians in Ephesus were in spiritual danger (Acts 20:32), Paul commended them “to God and to the word of his grace, which is able to build you up and to give you the inheritance among all those who are sanctified”.  Only by reading God`s Word regularly prayerfully and thoughtfully can our minds and lives be changed and become nearer to the likeness of Christ. 
Members of God`s family
Christians should meet together to study God`s Word, to `Break Bread` together, preach the message to those outside and grow into a family in Christ (that is the meaning of “fellowship”). In some places a Bible-believing Christian may only be able to meet occasionally with others who have been baptised into Christ. This is difficult, although the Internet now makes communication possible with fellow-believers who live far apart. There are also Christadelphian sites to help us with our daily readings. The `net` should be used as much as possible for these purposes, whilst avoiding all the many sites that glorify sin.. 

The work that we do to earn our livings is also very important. Paul wrote “Finally, brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things”. If our daily work – and our `free time` - are in harmony with `these things`, we truly are `living new lives` now` If not -  we can start to put them right straightaway !
39.  God asks us to come back to Him now. This is what He asks us to  do :- f. When we fail, confess and ask forgiveness from God and     

                   from anyone else who has been wronged by us.

God is our Creator, so He understands us. Psalm 103 assures us that “He does not deal with us according to our sins, nor repay us according to our iniquities.   For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him;  as far as the east is from the west, so far does he remove our transgressions from us. As a father shows compassion to his children, so the LORD shows compassion to those who fear him.  For he knows our frame; he remembers that we are dust”. (v10-14). God compares Himself to a good human father who of course wants all that is best for his children.
Asking to be forgiven
A good father does not want to be hard on his children but when they do wrong (or neglect to do what is right) he does want them to realise their failure, and `own up to it`, and try not to make the same mistake again. When they do that, he is ready to forgive. It is exactly like that between God and ourselves. “If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all righteousness.” (IJohn 1:8-9) . This brings us back to the importance of prayer. Many of the Psalms in the Bible were prayers of confession and pleas for forgiveness. These Psalms can teach us how to speak to God in a way that He will accept. See for example Psalms 32, 38, 39, 51.

From our experiences in our own families we can understand what an insult it is to God if we refuse to admit when we are wrong.  The Apostle John wrote “If we say we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us” (I John 1:10). Although we must understand that our sins will only be forgiven if we regret them and are willing to confess them to God, He helps us by giving us the wonderful blessing of a Saviour who is alive! Jesus himself experienced all the trials and difficulties that we do. Although he overcame them all, he knows how difficult that can be, and he sympathises with our weaknesses. How wonderful it is, therefore, to know that Jesus is our High Priest in the presence of God. 

Paul says (Rom 8:34) “Christ Jesus  .  .  .   is at the right hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us.”  

Again, in I Tim 2:5-6 “there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus,  who gave himself as a ransom for all.”  
When it`s our fault
We must confess our sins to God because it is His law that we have broken. Sometimes our sins also affect or even injure other people, and when that happens we have a duty to them as well as to God. We should show them that we are really sorry by doing our very best to repair any damage that we have done. This may mean repaying something we owe; or going to them, apologizing, and explaining why we did whatever it was that upset them. Jesus tells us this in Mat 5:23-4. He says “ if you are offering your gift at the altar (which for us means when we pray or worship) and there remember that your brother has something against you, leave your gift there before the altar and go. First be reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer your gift”. If the other person refuses reconciliation, we have done our best.
When `It`s someone else`s fault`
When the situation is the other way round and someone has sinned against us, Jesus tells us what to do then. He says we should go to them and explain what it is that has upset us. Otherwise they may not realize that they have done wrong – “"If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you and him alone. If he listens to you, you have gained your brother” (Matt 18:15). It is important to read the whole chapter. Jesus describes a way of life and an attitude that is very different from the way we think and behave naturally. It is Christ`s way, the way that he showed us. It led him to the cross, and even then he managed to gasp a prayer for the men who were driving the nails through his hands and feet (Luke 23:34). But think what happened three days later ! He was alive again, with God`s own nature; and he promises to return in power and glory to raise the faithful dead and save all who are watching for him. Shall we be among them ? 
The Lord`s Prayer
 Jesus said “Pray then like this: `Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.  Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts, as we also have forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil`.  Amen.
I will finish these studies with an invitation from the Lord Jesus Himself  - “he that is athirst, let him come: he that will, let him take the water of life freely.” (Rev 22:17)

QUESTIONS ON STUDY 37
(The Importance of Prayer and Bible study)

1. How can we speak to the One True Living God?                                             Do you know of any other way?

2. How can we know what God wants to say to us?                                          Do you know of any other way?

3. How many ceremonies do you think Christians should observe (obey)? 

4. Do you think that it is important to have clear beliefs?                                      or is it sufficient to have simple trust that Jesus is our Saviour?                                                                   


QUESTIONS ON STUDY 38


(The Importance of living new changed lives)
1. Do you feel that your way of life is changing as you study the Bible more?

2. If you are baptised, what kind of daily work do you think would be right? What kind of work do you think would be wrong?

3. What kind of entertainments do you think would be right?                   What kinds of entertainment do you think would be wrong?

4. Would it be important to you to belong to a church that believes the same things as you?

                                                                                                          Or would you be content - attending any place of worship?                                                  

               - or worshipping God on your own?  

QUESTIONS ON STUDY 39

(The Importance of Forgiveness)
1. What would you say is the greatest of the blessings promised to Abraham? 

2. Do you find it easy or hard, to forgive people who have wronged you?

3. When it is hard, how would you find the ability to forgive?

4. When you are wrong, is it easy to admit it and ask forgiveness?   

