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The need for a guide

When we are visiting a
place we have never been
to before, we need some
sort of a guide. It may be
we buy a map, or a
guidebook. It may be we
ask a friend who has first-
hand knowledge of the
way -but we must have a
guide.
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So, as we travel through
life, we need a guide. We
need to know what is the
purpose of life, "and how
we should live day by day.
The Bible claims to have
the answer to these
guestions.
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Jesus trusted the Bible

In the first place, we have the
Lord Jesus Christ's word for it. In
His days, only the Old Testament
had been written - and Jesus
believed every word of it.
Whenever He was challenged
over anything that He had said or
done, He would support His
words and deeds by referring to
the Old Testament.

When the Sadducees
came to Him, arguing that there
was no such thing as resurrection
from the dead, He said to them,
"Ye do err, not knowing the
Scriptures, nor the power of God"
(Matthew, chapter 22, verse 29).

Then He went on to
prove to them, from the Old
Testament, that the hope of
resurrection from the dead was
part of the revelation of God.

Jesus speaks of
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob; of
David and Solomon, and of many
other people about whom we
read in the Old Testament; and
from the way in which He speaks
of them, we know that He
believes the Old Testament
stories about them.
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How do we know that the
Bible is true?
Prophecies

Then again, there is the wonderful
fulfillment of prophecies.

The Bible speaks, from time to
time, of events that are to come to
pass hundreds of years later.

In Matthew, chapter 2, for example,
we read that the wise men came to
Herod to ask 'Where is He that is
born King of the Jews?". Now
Herod asked the chief priests this
guestion, and they at once replied,
"In Bethlehem of Judea". How did
they know? Because, hundreds of
years before, it had been
prophesied in one of the books of
the Old Testament -Micah, chapter
5, verse 2.
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REvELATION

The Bible is not really one book, but a collection of books -39 in
the Old Testament and 27 in the New, making 66 in all.

They were written by many different author over a period of
several thousand years, yet all combine to give us one complete
story -the story of the working out of God's purpose with man,
from its very beginnings - recorded in Genesis, right up to the
time when

"The kingdoms of this world are become the kingdoms of our Lord,
and of His Christ; and He shall reign for ever and ever"
(Revelation, chapter 11, verse 15).
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The Old Testament

The first five books of the
Old Testament were written
by Moses, who is called in
the Bible, the "servant of
God". The first book is called
Genesis, which means
"beginnings". It tells us about
God's dealings with the first
men on this earth.

Then follow Exodus,
Leviticus, Numbers and
Deuteronomy.

These four books tell us how
God brought the Jews,
whom He had chosen to be
His people, out of Egypt, and
gave them the land of
Canaan (Israel). Then follow
a number of books telling the
history of this people, and
God's dealings with them.
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Psalms

When we come to the book of 4]
Psalms, we find some of the 3
finest poetry that has ever é
been written. You don't like \
poetry? But the poetry of the
Bible is different. It speaks of
feelings we all have at times,
yet cannot put into words. For
Instance, take these verses
from Psalm 8 -verses 3 and 4.
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Prophets

Then we have the
books of the
prophets -the long
prophetic works of
|saiah, Jeremiah
and Ezekiel,
followed by many
shorter prophecies.

You will find a
complete list of the
books at the front of
your Bible -this is
just to give you
some idea of their
order and content.
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The New Testament "9
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This begins with four
separate stories of the life
of Christ, written by
Matthew, Mark, Luke and
John - each one telling
the story in his own way.
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"The Acts of the /
Apostles".
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History of Israel

Assyria

Assyria sacks

city of Susa

646
Babylonian
Empire
626-539BC

Israel

Kingdom of Israel

King Fall of Return of

1st fall of
David SENEE Jerusalem
1000BC 723BC 589BC

Jews
539BC

Abraham Moses

2000BC 1500BC

Roman Empire
146-476AD

2nd fall of

Jerusalem
70AD

Bible Books

Books of Psalms Isaiah Ezra
Moses 1 Kings B 2 Kings Nehemiah

New

Testament
27 books




The Bible Our Guide
— Lesson summary

1. The Bible consists of 66
books
— The older section of 39

books is the Jewish Bible,
before Jesus

— The newer section of 27
books concerns Jesus

Christ and the his disciples.

2. Evidence in favour of the
Bible includes

—  Prophecy
— Archaeology
— The character of Jesus

dowo Glosu y 39y Soi 00
oy 0,5~

Sl SEo Sgpe £ o] 35, Sl

SEo Sgpo YA o (9S8 oo -
S phosaes S &5 esle
095 e Sluns

o 0ol S YV o J Bgi oo -
. S5%,5l g et Luce

P SEPo (ot gl oSko2.
1605 ,500
SIS
&P b
e SG oS-

.



