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and these laws were to guide them in . . .
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you will remember, they were unable to
keep it. So God gave them a "better way".



A better way

« He sent His Son, Jesus
Christ, to show us how to
live. Jesus did not give His
followers a complete list of
rules, to tell them what they
must do in every
circumstances of life.

He told them the most
important thing which was to
love God, and to show love
to each other.

« But both Jesus and the
apostles gave some definite
"do’s" and "don’ts", which we
must understand and obey.
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We must obey our rulers 1

In Romans 13, we read, in verse 1, "Let
every soul be subject unto the higher
powers."

Whoever our ruler may be, he holds that
position because God allows him to do
so. (I Peter 2, verses 13-15).

This is true, too, of the people who are
over us at work. So we must obey those
who have authority over us, even when
they are unkind and unreasonable. So
Peter tells us, "Slaves, accept the
authority of your masters with all
deference, not only those who are kind
and gentle but also those who are
harsh.." (I Peter 2, verse 18).
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The only time this does not apply is when a ruler tells
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the task of punishing the wicked.

So the apostle Paul says, "Dearly beloved, avenge
not yourselves, but rather give place unto wrath: for it
is written, "Vengeance is Mine; | will repay’, saith the
Lord" (Romans 12, verse 19).



The disciple does not fight CASU A olsAul 68
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We must obey our rulers in all things - except AN
when their rules conflict with the law of God. )

For example, in most countries in these days ol ogo AAy CdSe pliady " Oy K L
there are laws commanding all young men to - 2k sldl .

serve for a period in the Army, Navy, or Air Y "'S" \J e - A8, Uy‘\s
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must not fight. Jesus said,
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"...all they that take the sword shall perish
with the sword." (Matthew 26, verse 52).



Pray for our enemies

He taught His followers to pray for their enemies,
and so show them love, no matter what the
provocation: "But | say unto you, that ye resist not
evil: but whosoever shall smite thee on thy right
cheek, turn to him the other also." (Matthew 5,
verse 39).

So, although it may mean trouble, and even
imprisonment, the Christian must always refuse
to fight or to join the armed forces.

This is not because wars are always wrong;
when God orders men to fight, then it is right to
do so. But His commandment for us in this age
is, that we "resist not evil"; knowing that the day
will come, when God Himself will execute
judgment on the wicked.
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Like the children of God in all ages, the
Christians of these days are, "...strangers and
pilgrims on the earth." (Hebrews 11, verse 13).
They are waiting for God’s Kingdom to come;
praying that they may have a place in that
Kingdom.

They know that present-day governments will
all pass away when that Kingdom comes.
They take no part in the politics of this world.
They do not vote, because their views of life
are such that no politician could act as their
"representative”.

"For our conversation (citizenship) is in
heaven; from whence also we look for the
Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ." (Philippians 3,
verse 20).
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There are two classes of people in the world - ek e psh A bﬁ.}v L?.HJ/‘*” GASHa A
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sense of unity, and will help each other to
serve God faithfully. They will not mix with the
people of the world, because their interests
are so different.

Above all, they will show their separation
from the world in their attitude to marriage.
They will choose their marriage partners from

the family of God, and not from the world.
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14-16, "Be ye not unequally yoked together
with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath
righteousness with unrighteousness? And
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they shall be My people.”

We can never be truly happy if we break
God’s laws; and experience has shown that it
is a tragic mistake to marry an unbeliever.



God hates divorce

Marriage is a union for life. When God created Eve as
a "help" for Adam, the principle was laid down:
"Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother,
and shall cleave unto his wife: and they shall be one
flesh." (Genesis 2, verse 24).

The Lord Jesus confirmed that marriage is for a lifetime
by saying: "What therefore God hath joined together, let
not man put asunder." (Matthew 19, verse 6).

So the Lord Jesus forbids divorce. Even if a marriage is
not going smoothly for the moment, a Christian must
show patience and love. In Malachi 16, we read that:

" ..the Lord, the God of Israel, saith that He hateth
putting away."

Remember, we can never be truly happy if we break
God’s laws.
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Already married

e

V. |

But...

We have talked about the importance of marrying
only a believer. But it sometimes happens that a
man or woman who becomes a disciple is already
married. In this case, the believing partner is not
called upon to leave the other. Of course, if would
be difficult to stop the unbeliever from leaving, if
he or she were intent on doing so. But the believer
is expected to fulfil his or her part faithfully in trying
to "make the marriage a success".

Many people have been won to Christ by the
faithful example of their believing partners - just as
Paul suggested they might be in | Corinthians 7,
verse 16: "For what do you know, O wife, whether
thou shalt save thy husband? Or how do you
know, O man, whether thou shalt save thy wife?"

0938 (5 S s gl Ll iy

3\14.1

L 4

eSS 8 Agd AL ol Al LA dad
SAR Jla s V4, 09938 Clednd la gl
s Ay, (Aed ol Sl ol gly AS 44l
(AS al 1919, Jadiliadla, e‘u_ 5993 S LSJ;JMJIA
Addds, dn A 4% Augle A o SU il ol
A 508 A A gl o gLl AS A
L@ o s add il g oAs Al b gdd g sl
S50 (5 o gl cla sl o gly Al |9 a¥4y, LSod Cuugg 0
A e oggledd Sapgh 4 A4S
Sy Jota gasdy 8 A gla

ol MSseuka g o4 5 Salkha
sl egslia Gy 4 Ohaauda, GlilSe Hla e b
16 L 7, (b QL8 lo s 4l Gl 534S (50 5
SF 3 4 DaSed e od (S 0 548" S (5 by
il a8 e 58 Al B, by g4 o Sl )8,
RETNESIEITE SIS S



A word about polygamy

In some countries a man is
permitted to have two ( or more)
wives at the same time. Like
marriage to an unbeliever, and like
divorce, this is a great mistake. It
creates unhappiness, and tends to
encourage unfaithfulness; and it
sets aside the great Christian ideal
on one husband and one wife,
united in love:

"Therefore shall a man...cleave
unto his wife: and they shall be
one flesh." (Genesis 2, verse 24).
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All one in Christ

The believers are all joined together as
one body, with Christ as their Head. It is
their duty to see that the truth revealed in
the Bible is kept pure; and that none adds
to it, or takes from it. It is their duty, too, to
%trr]ive to keep the commandments of

rist.

If one of the members deliberately breaks
these commandments, then the others
must do all they can to help him to see his
mistake, and return to the right way. If he
still persists in acting wrongly, then his
fellow-disciples have no choice but to
separate themselves from him.
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Fellowship in Christ
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The disciples of Christ are scattered all over the

world, but they serve the same Master, and share
the same hope.

They are joined together in the bonds of love and
fellowship - joined together in the work of preaching
the gospel.

So Paul commands us, "Do all thing without
murmurings and disputings: that ye may be
blameless and harmless, the sons of God, without
rebuke, in the midst of a crooked and perverse
nation, among whom ye shine as lights in the world;
holding forth the word of life; that | may rejoice in
the day of Christ, that | have not run in vain, neither
laboured in vain." (Philippians 2, verses 14-16).
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Summary

1. We must obey our
rulers, except when
they tell us to
disobey God.

2. We must not take
an active part in
politics or (worse
still) in war.

3. Aman must have
only one wife, and
stay with her for life.

4. It is a tragic
mistake to marry an
unbeliever.
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